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BY THE 


PPOSITION to the Meaſures of Government, 

whether good or bad, is no new thing in this or 
any other Country, where the People have any 
| ſhare in the Legiſlature. For where-ever that 
Circumſtance is found, the Materials for the Advancement of 
4 rivate Views abundantly occur : And in Proportion to the 
g portance of ſuch a Country, Subjects ambitious of Prefer- 
ment have more Incentives to urge them on to Purſuits of this 
= Nature, more inſtruments to aſſiſt them in their Undertaking, 
and more Pretexts to delude and to impoſe upon the Multitude. 
The Employments in ſuch a Country muſt of Neceſſity be 
numerous and Jucrative, the Engagements of the Publick fre- 
quent and expenſive, the Dangers from its Neighbours 
greater, their Jealouſy and Ill-will more to be apprehended, 


and conſequently with more Privacy and Caution counteracted. 


= This enables artful Men to raiſe Murmurs againſt the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Charges of the State, and to quarrel with the beſt 
means of Publick Security with a manifeſt Advantage, be- 
cauſe it is eaſy to diſpute the Wiſdom. of Meaſures, which can 
never be entirely diſcloſed, till they are fully executed; and 
the Poiſon infuſed into the — 4K performed its Operation 
before the Nature of the thing can poſſibly admit a Detection 
of the Falſities and Miſrepreſentations employed againſt them; 
while the Publick, already prejudiced, never give themſelves 
the Trouble to examine what is paſt ; either taking more De- 
hight in the Diſcovery of Error, than in the Purſuit of Truth; 
or not having the Means furniſhed with equal Induſtry; or being 

| diverted by ſome freſh Objection, ſtarted to ſome new Conduct. 
In Proportion to the Riches of any Country, Poverty be- 
comes more preſſing upon many by à natural Contraſt, In all 
ſuch Countries the wretched are certainly more wretched than 
in others which flouriſh leſs ; becauſe the. Neceſſaries of Life 
ee dear, and not to be had without that Induſtry, which 
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Numbers will be St > want, in all e 
1 of Emp t may be; and Men of this 
d induſtrious in a Faction, which is carried on by 
Noiſe, 1 . and Riot, when they can be ſo in nothing 
elſe. In all trading Countries the Proſpect of Gain allures 
many to adventurous Undertakings above their Abilities, by 
which ſome muſt be undone, and theſe never fail to attribute 
to Miſmanagements of Government, thoſe Evils which ariſe 
from their own Sloth, Incapacity, or Avarice——- Again, in 
ſuch Countries, the Luxury of ome” induces others to follow 
them in the ſame Expence, to the Ruin of themſelves and of 
their Families, and the Generality of theſe unite in Views of 
à like Nature. And in all populous Countries from a Variety 
of Diſtreſs, ſuch Objects — be very numerous; ſo from the 
very Numbers of a People alone, Faction always derives a 
great Advantage, ſince from the Difference of Diſpoſitions, 
with which Men are born into the World, ſome will nfallibl 
ariſe from time to time, framed by nature itſelf of a reftl 
and diſcontented Temper ; form'd, whether they have Cauſe 
for it or not, to be as well a Torment to themſelves, as a 
Plague to the Society in which they live. Nor can 


fition, right or 2 want even Property to ad it over 


and to grace it ; for ariſing from the low el of the 
People, and advancing into conſiderable and eaſy Fortunes, 155 
by a natural Conſequence, too often led to conſpire againſt that 


5 Felicity, Peaks, Quiet, and Proſperity, to which alone they 


have owed their Exiſtence. Arrogance and Pride, without 


a'more than common ſhare of Underſtandin nog, are the univerſal 


Product of all haſty Advancement. Men repine at 
what they never before had Leiſure to Ne 3 that there is 
ſtill a certain difference between their Condition and that of 
another Rank, which they cannot 4 by all their Efforts to 
excted them in Expence. mething, which they 
find ſtill wanting, ſours them with their own State, and in- 
cm them to fall in with any popular Diſcontent ; partly, 
ratify their Vanity 'in inſulting thoſe above them ; 

y, to create a Chaos, out of which they hope to eme 
* a Level with thoſe they envy.— "From whence the O 
ſervation holds moſt true, That al Nations, in proportion 
to their Increaſe, grow turbulent and factious, and from this 
Quarter ariſe thoſe levelling Schemes, in the Contention for, 
which, ſooner or later, Anarchy enſues ; and in proceſs of time, 


the Loſs of that real Liberty, whoſe ſacred Name is ſo often, 


ſpeciouſiy prophaned by Malice and Ambition. Even Liberty 
itſelf, the more perfect it is, produces 2 


(3) | 
for Wantonneſs and Licentiouſneſs, which are its evil Genii, 
tempt all depraved Tempers to abuſe it, and expoſe many to the 
Laſh of the Laws, and to the juſt Indignation of Power; which 
none, who feel, forgive, however they deſerve it. At the ſame 
time, the natural Tendency in all Mankind to expect more Fa- 
vour than they merit, provokes unjuſt Reſentments 1 Go- 
vernment, and a certain var» (of which we all in ſome 
Degree partake) to be uneaſy with what we have, and to en- 
XX deavour after more, inclines Multitudes, either out of Views of 
rivate Benefit to themſelves, or general Views of encreaſe of 
rivilege to the Order in which they ſtand, to follow any ſet 


3 | of Men, who take the Lead in Oppoſition of any kind. 
All theſe move by a ſecret Principle to that Quarter where it 


== eres its Standard, be it juſt or unjuſt, be it to ſave or to de» 
ſtroy their Country. EY 

It is obvious from hence, and it is a Truth that cannot be diſ- 
puted, however it may affect the Credit of many pretended Pa- 


HE rior, that the Diſcontented Party of all Denominations conſiſt 


: = = general of Men of no Principle, and of every unworthy Cha- 
8 It's Root is always the ſame ;— but indeed it's Effet 


J are very different. It becomes in ſome Conjunctures of very 
bdeneficial Conſequence, when it is led by Men of honeſt Views; 


= | : 
== different 


and pernicious in others, when conducted by Men of a 
er. In the firſt Caſe it is an Oppoſition ; in the 
ſecond it is a Faction. | 
Faction is of two kinds in this Country, Oppoſition led by 
== Republicans; and Oppoſition led by Facobites. the two 
great Parties into which this Nation has been long divided 
the Whigs (though not Republicans) have formerly join'd the 
firſt——— the Tories (though not Facobites) do conſtantly 
abet the laſt. They who know the Nature of this Country, 


0 who are acquainted with our Hiſtory, need no Definition or 
WW Deſcription of theſe two Parties, and all who are capable of 


Obſervation and Reflection can eaſily trace the Reaſons of 
their reſpectiye Conduct. It is therefore ſafficient for us in 
this Place, and this is a Fact, which cannot be denied; and 
without a zealous Attachment of one or other of theſe two 
Parties, Faction is incapable of doing much Prejudice to 


Britain. 


A Faction of the former kind once deſtroyed the Liberties 
and Conſtitution of this Nation. It grew up unobſeryed with 
the great Improvements of its Commerce, and was nouriſhed 
in the uncommon Meaſures of Proſperity, which aroſe from a 
long Tranquility, and a' wonderful Encreaſe of Wealth 
after the Diſcovery of the Vi Judiet, which diffuſed "itſelf 
MY | A3 | through 
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(4) 
through . the Commons, and gave them Ability to contend with. 


4 Prince, who, i n of this new acquired Vigour of the 


People, and vainly fond of Power, provoked it by avowed. At- 
tempts to introduce an abſolute Authority. 

us Faction, by the Imprudence of that Prince, appeared at 
firſt no more than an honeſt Oppoſition. But abetted at 
length by the Majority of the N (who neither TIRE 
how dangerous it was, nor could have well avoided joining 
with it, 1f they had, to preſerve themſelves againſt the violent 
Attack then made upon their Freedom, ) grew too ſtrong, both 
for the Prince and for the Laws. The miſerable Conſequences 
that it brought upon us are related at large in the hiſtories of 
England from 1642 to 1660. 

Theſe Evils of Faction in a R epublican Form prevented its. 
Revival again in the ſame Shape. The People of England had 
(fince the Union. of the two Houſes of -York and . e "py 
never ſeen it in another.— They therefore feared it in no other. 
This gave it Opportunity to ſhew itſelf in a new Form, and Op- 
poſition became again a Faction in the Reign of the late King 


William, and a Faction of a much more dangerous Nature than 


the firſt. 
For whereas the Republicans, who are the Leaders of the firſt 
Faction, are in this Country little more than Whigs overheated 


by Oppreſſion, and an extravagant Abuſe of Power; as in rea- 
lity there is very little of that Principle exiſtin * N of 


Property and Fortune, and as it is chiefly confined to Men of an 
inferior Claſs ; they be eaſily brought to moderate their 
Views by what it 4 in the Power of every honeſt Government 
to apply: But the Leaders of the ſecond Faction ſet out with Ex- 
pectations, that no Government, without being felo de /e, can 
gratify. For they ſet out upon the View of changing the 5 
upon the Throne, and in neceſſary conſequence to transform 
the Conſtitution and Religion of the Kingdom. 
In a word, a Jacobite Faction affumed the Shape of Oppoſi- 
tion in that Reign ; that is, the People under the Circumſtances 


J have mentioned, and the Diſcontented of all Denominations 


acted in a Party, directed either ſecretly or openly by Leaders, 


whoſe. Views intended the Reſtoration of King James II. or of 
his Family. 


Now that this Fagtion was more dangerous than that which 


had appeared before, is farther manifeſt from hence. That the 


Republicans profeſſed a Principle, and of a kind, which led them 
to do very great and glorious things, Their Zeal was indeed 


miſtaken, but it claſh'd in its Purſuit, neither with the Honour 


nor the Independency of their Country, and the Strength of 


* 


— 


n 


n int 
againſt its moſt dangerous Enemy of 
in Times of extream and rare Neceſ- 


was private Title, the Intereſt of one Man, and of one Family. 
An Obje& in itſelf unworthy any Party and criminal too in the 
EX higheſt Degree, in this Inſtance, becauſe it was the private Title, 
= and the Intereſt of a Man and Family, who by their Education 
and Religion were nouriſhed in a fatal Enmity to their Coun- 
RE try.--- Theſe Men therefore from the indiſpenſable Nature of this 
= their firſt View, could be animated with no good Sentiment for 
XK the Publick, and from the Circumſtances of their Caſe, were 
= obliged to aſſiſt the Ambition, ſupport the Power, and abet the 
— Views of France, by whoſe Force alone they could hope to bring 
their Point to bear. Their Oppoſition therefore tended in every 
Step to deſtroy the Honour and Independency of their own Coun- 
try. The Strength of their Party lay in the Acceſſion of thoſe 
= ths were the weakeſt and, moſt diſhoneſt Men; for who elſe 
could join in ſuch a View as this; and therefore as all who fur- 
| niſhed them aſſiſtance muſt be either tainted in their Principles 
to their Country, or 2 in their Heads before could en- 
gage with them, their Conduct was conſtant, or wilful Error; 
and thus their Auxiliaries the Tories, if ever they ſeparat 
from their Faction, never did it till it was almoſt too late, and 
never ſaw that they were deceived, or that they blindly concurred 
to the Ruin of their Country, till Ruin was at the very Gate. 
It is viſible from hence, that there is much leſs Danger from 
a Republican than from a Jacobite ; or in ſofter Terms, from 
a Whig than from a Tory Oppoſition. A Whig Oppoſition 
is therefore that alone with which the People for many Years 
have. ventured to concur, and the only one with which they can 
for a Moment concur ſafely. 22 
But even when they follow this, they are not always without 
ſome Danger. For when Oppoſition under any Title riſes high, 
and becomes formidable, demanding ſuch Terms, as Govern- 
ment is honeſtly under equal and real Difficulty either to grant 
or to refuſe, the Symptoms are ſtrong, and the Suſpicion 
generally juſt, that ſuch an Oppoſition is converted into Fac- 
tion. Nor can the 8 Men diſtinguiſh eaſily of what 
dpecies it may be; for * Rupublican Principles, 2 
Us . 4 


* 


(6) 
the. Facobite Views, being long ſince ſufficient 


ly detected, and 
being therefore both become deteſtable to all honeſt Men; both 
the one and the other are extreamly careful not to allow their 
pective Purſuits. When they take off the Maſk with greateſt 
reedom, the Republicans denominate their Faction by 2 
Name than that of a bie, nor the Facobites — that of a 
Tory Oppejicien,,---Nor would the Jhigs be ht to ſ the 
one, nor the Tories to abet the other without this Artifice; and 
yet by this Deluſion of Names, — Parties have been at dif- 
ſerent Times led on till they ery near deſtroyed the Con- 
ſtitution. In ſact, every F ion will, without Scruple, aſſume 
any Appellation to impoſe upon Mankind; and the moſt inve- 


terate Jacobite F 3 to ae View, will profeſs to act upon 


2 Whig Principle, when tha mes the favourite Principle, as 
it is at 5 Time. An Oppoſition therefore may become Re- 
publican or Jacobite, when the Vulgar lictle | conceive it to be 
either. The Judgment muſt be formed not upon what Men call 
themſelves, but upon what they do, upon what they act, upon 
what | is the viſible Tendency of their Meaſures and Purſuits.---- 
er they are a Faction or not, or of what Species their 
action is, can be determined only by their Conduct, and may 
be 8 determined by that means. Now the Criterion of 
a Whig Conduct, is (as may be collected from what we have al- 
robe) to reſiſt — reduce the Power and the Criterion 
> a + Jacobite or Toy Faction, dire#ly or indirectiy, to 222 
encourage, and ſupport the Intersfts of France. 
_ This I have premiſed to give a general Idea of the Nature of 
Oppoſition, and of Faction in this Country, that I may with 
more Facility lay open to the Publick what I have to offer as-to 
the Oppaſition of this Time and which TI think it my Duty to 
offer, becauſe I will be bold to aftirm, that are groſly de- 
ceived in it, and that inſtead of purſuing a Whig ition, 
85555 they conceive it to be, they now abet and ſupport a Tory 
on, and a Facobite Faction. which from the Circumſtances 
＋ this Time, and the Impudence of its proceeding, is become more 
dangerous than ever that Faction yet has been in this Nation. 
Had this been aſſerted two Years ago, it would have met with 
nothing but Ridicule, and it would have been impoſſible to have 


induced the Majority of the People of England to have believed 


that the Jacobites could ever 3 given this Country any Unea- 
ſineſs again.-— The Reaſon is very evident. 

All the ill Humours of this } ation collected together had, 
for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, combined a very ftrong „ Oppo” 
ſition; but this Oppoſition was led by _— by 
known to be of ths Principe, that they had the A 
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* il Efforts of the Jacobites. eans of Op- 
poſition ; and the Tenden : 9 to Points wholly 
eee from any Symptoms of that kind. The Tories and Jaco- 
bites — worked on under theſe Leaders, and could _ 


ain any of Influence over Men of better Parts, and 
better Principles; they knew not directly whither they were 
oing, but they hoped towards Confuſion, and that they might 
ere à Chance to work out ſomething if that confuſion ſhould 
WTF ariſe.-—The People at the Beginning of this 1 rk which 
= laſted near twenty Years, were live in umbers, who 
remembred the Conduct of this Faction in the Reign of King 
ilian and Queen Ane. They remembered how after King 
LVilllm was ſeated upon de Tinea and after being grown 
= dcteſtable by various N of Plots and Aſſaſſinations, they 
bad been obliged to ſoſten their true Name in that of Tory 3 
bow under that Title they had diſclaimed their ſecret Tenet, and 
= profeſſed only to maintain certain Opinions as to Church and 
= 5:ate, which had been plauſibly introduced among the People in 
we great Rebellion by the Clergy , and inculcated from the 
Vp 1 to make a Party againſt the violent Do&rines of the Re- 
= publicans of that 9 The wrong Opinions of the one be- 
== got thoſe wrong Opinions of the other: And though the Paſ- 
+ 2 1 F 2 * 
7 e of the other not yet al 1 
ſo far. ks had ruined both the .* 
Monarchy; but-the High Churchmen had not brought in 55 
and n e they had even aſſiſted (at laſt) in ſome 
gree at the Revolution to keep it out -The Publick in 

= were not able to judge but of what they ſaw; and and hey bg did 
not ſee how near they were to have done es before they 

the Senſe to ſtop,” nor how were puzzled to — 4 — 
Nonſenſe with that Conduct. eſe therefore were the favourite 
Party of that Time. Of theſe the Jacobites laid hold: All this 
the People, during the late ition, ſaw very clearly; (for 
many, as I have obſerved, were at the Commencement of it 
living, when the Jacobites, thus under the name of Tories, 
led the Oppoſition of that Time ; )- 2 
luded by it; whither they were carried, and what Pretences 


I) bey re: nbred that this Faction ſet out with à furious 
WT pretended for Monarchy, Non-Reſiſtance and Heredi- 
tary Right; they En bow ** ſtirred up the 


- 


_ terate Jacobite Faction, to carry its View, will profeſs to act upon 


Oppoſition, and of Faction in this Country, that I may ith 


of this Time, and the Impudence of its proceeding, is become more 


(6) ; ; _— 
e. Jacobi Views, being long ſince ſufficiently detected, and: MM 
9 both become deteſtable to all honeſt Men; both 
the one and the other are extreamly careful not to allow their 

ſpective Purſuits. When they take off the Maſk with greateſt 
| — the Republicans denominate their Faction by no harſher 
Name than that of a /Fhig, nor the Jacobitos than that ofa ⁵ 
Tory Oppeſitien. Nor would the Whigs be brought to fi the al 
one, nor the Tories to abet the other without this Artifice 3 and 
yet by this Deluſion of Names, both Parties have been at dif- 
ferent Times; led on till they have very near deſtroyed the Con- 
ſtitution. In fat, every Faction will, without Scruple, aſſume 
any. Appellation to impoſe upon Mankind; and the moſt inve- 


a Whig Principle, when that becomes the favourite Principle, as 4 
it is at this Time. An Oppoſition therefore may become Re- 
publican or Jacobite, when the Vulgar little conceive it to be Mi 
Either. The Judgment muſt be formed not upon what Men call 1 
themſelyes, but upon what they do, upon what they act, upon 
what is the viſible Tendency of their Meaſures and Purſuits. 3 
hether they are a Faction or not, or of what Species their 
action is, can be determined only by their Conduct, and may 
be infallibly determined by that means. Now the Criterion of 
a Wiag Conduct, is (as may be collected from what we have al- 
ready obſerved) to reſiſt and reduce the Power and the Criterion 
of a + Jacobite or Tory Faction, directly or indirectiy, to. aſſiſt, 
encourage, and ſupport the Intereſts of France. 03 
This I have premiſed to give a general Idea of the Natufe of 


more Facility lay open to the Publick what I have to offer as to 
the Oppaſition of this Time and which J think it my Duty to 
offer, becauſe I will be bold to aftirm, that they are groſly de+ 
ceived in it, and that inſtead of purſuing a Whig ition, 
which they conceive it to be, they now abet and ſupport @ Tory 
Oppoſition, and a Facobite Faction, which from the Circumſtances 


dangerous than ever that Faction yet has been in this Nation. 
Had this beep aſſerted two Years. ago, it would have met with 
nothing but Ridicule, and it would have been impoſſible to have 
induced the Majority of the People of England to have believed 
that the Jacobites could ever have given this Country any Unea- 
ſineſs again. The Reaſon is very evident. | 

All the ill Humours of this Nation collected together had, 
for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, combined a very ftrong 
ſition ; but this Oppoſition was led by igs, by Men 
known to be of this Principle, that they had the Aſcend- 
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(7) 
3 their ſuperior Abilities and Experience, and b - 
"M | Nation, to ſuch a Degree, that they kept do 
zl Efforts of the Jacobites. They directed the Means of Op- 
poſition; was therefore to Points wholly 
eee from any Symptoms of that kind. The Tories and Jaco- 
F bites Hy worked on under theſe Leaders, and could _ 


- 


in any of Influence over Men of better Parts, and 
better Principles ; they knew not directly whither they were 
oirng, but they hoped towards Confuſion, and. that they might 
bave a The Peat — work out ſomething * that confuſion * 
of Ariſe.— e at the Beginni of this ition, wil 
= laſted near twenty Years, were livi in Pander who 
remembred the uct of this Faction in the Reign of King 
. illan and Queen Ame. They remembered how after King 
== liam was ſeated upon the e and after being grown 
deteſtable by various 1 of Plots and Aſſaſſinations, they 
bad been obliged to ſoften their true Name in that of Tory 3 
bow under that Title they had diſclaimed their ſecret Tenet, 24 
= profeſſed only to maintain certain Opinions as to Church and 
== State, which had been plauſibly introduced among the People in 
the great Rebellion by the Clergy , and inculcated from the 
We Pulpit, to make « Party gent the Ile Dodirines of the Re- 
publicans of that 9 —The wrong Opinions of the one be- 
= got thoſe wrong Opinions of the other: And though the Paſ- 
1 = of the the Ne fond 75 had been diſgraced yard Iſſue of that Rebel- 
fon, the en ſe of” the — "I had not yet 1 itſelf 
= ſo far. The Preſbyterians had ruined both the and 
= Monarchy ; but the High Churchmen had not brought in P 

1 5 2 Power, they had even aſſiſted (at laſt) in ſome 
3 evolution to keep it out The Publick in general 
8 not able to judge but of what they faw ; and they did 
not ſee how near they were to have done both before they had 
che Senſe to ſtop, nor how were puzzled to reconcile their 
iN Yager with that Conduct. eſe therefore were the favourite 
: Hoy bb of that Time.---Of theſe the Jacobites laid hold :-—AIll this 
Fa le, during the late Oppoſition, ſaw very clearly; (for 
. many, as I have obſerved, were at the Commencement of it 
= living, when the Jacobites, thus under the name of Tories, 
led the Oppoſition of that Time ;;) how the People were de- 
= luded by it; * whither they were carried, and what Pretences 


=" 

LN They rem rettambied that this Faction ſet out with à furious 
= pretended Zeal for Monarchy, Non-Reſiſtance 32 Heredi- 
tary Right; they remembred how they ſirred up the People 


a 


(8) | 
with imaginary Dangers about the Church; they remembered. 
above all the infamous Endeavours uſed to Air the Govern- 
ment in its Attempt to reduce the Power of France, and to pre- 
vent the Exertion of our own Weight to maintain the Ballance 
of Europe. The various Means exerciſed. by different Perſons 
at the ſame time according to their different ities to effect 
this End, and according to the different Capacities of thoſe upon 
whom they practiſed--—-ſometimes pretending that we had nothing 
to do with Affairs upon the Continent ſometimes that the 
View of reducing France was impracticable, that the Expence 
was not poſſible to be borne, that our Trade was ruined-—-ſome- 
times that France was really not dangerous——equally magnify- 
ing every Succeſs of that Power to terrify, equally miſrepreſent- 
ing every Defeat to betray their Countrymen into a falſe | 
. every Meaſure that was taken for that End 
inſinuating, that the king was a Dutchman, and had only the In- 
tereſt of Holland at Heart. that every Alliance was made for the 
Intereſt of the Dutch alone that the Nation was beggared for 


2 Foreign View-—that the King delighted in War, becauſe it 


afforded a Pretext to maintain great Armies-—-that Holland was 
not 7 attacked, and that the French King, whatever he propoſed, 

could never be raſh enough to attempt that at leaſt that till 
be did attempt it, this Nation had no Reaſon to ſtir, nor any 
thing to fear. | | x FE TY IE 
' remembered this Conduct, and they remembered how 
by poiſoning the People by : theſe and an Infinity of other falſe 
Inſinuations, and with Miſrepreſentations of the Expence which 
they themſelves rendered infinitely more grievous, by the Ob- 
ſtruction given to the Supplies, and the neceſſity, which pro- 
ceeded from thence, of borrowing large Sums at high Intereſt, 
they laid the firſt foundation for the Debt under which the Na- 
tion yet lahours— That by theſe means they at length reduced 
the King to the Neceſſity of conſenting to the Partition Treaty, 
for which they reviled and abuſed him, and raiſed the Ferment 
of the People upon him, though it was the Infant of their own 
FaQtion----That by this means they preſerved France in the Ze- 
nith of her Power, at leiſure to prepare againſt the Death of the 
King of Spain, an Event which wag expected every Day That 
though the Proſpect of a new War Was ſo immediate and ſo cer- 
tain, they forced the Reduction of the Army to ſeyen thouſand 
Men; ſo that when the War of 1702 broke out, before the 
Grand Alliance .could take place, by the Management of theſe 
faithful and ſteady Friends of France, that Prince was enabled 
to make an_ entire Seizure of the Spaniſh Monarchy ; and to 
ſtrengthen himſelf to ſuch a Point, as to carry on a War _ 
| 8 


= 


(9) | 
moſt of the Powers of Zurope for twelve ſucceſſive Years, to 
which England alone contributed above ſeventy Millions. 

ey remembered farther, that though this pernicious Conduct 
had eſtranged the Nation from them for a time, and had caſt 
the - Adminiſtration of Affairs into the Hands of the Whigs; 
during which whole Period, this Nation was, attended with the 
moſt. amazing Series of Succeſſes ever read of in Hiſtory ; ) that 
the ſame Men continued the ſame Practices, till by low Arts, 
they had frightned, and by Infamous Inſinuations gained both 
upon her and upon the People, ſtill concealing their grand View 
till they had got to the Adminiſtration, | | 

. They remembred farther (though it ſeems to be forgo 
now) what they did when they came there.------That they be- 


trayed the Faith of this Nation and deſerted the Allies. 
That they did it with Circumſtances, which clearly proved 
their Intention to yield them up a ſacrifice to France. 
That they made a ſeparate and an infamous Peace, by which 
they ſaved France from inevitable and immediate Ruin, and 
caſt away that immenſe Treaſure, which had been expended 
in the War, entailing a future Expence ſtill greater even than 
that 24 — thus iniquitouſly thrown away; wot ily as to 
greater r than we had even then eſcaped, laying a Foun- 
dation for her Reſtoration to the ſame Point of Power, and pre- 
venting at the ſame time, by their Perfidy to the Confederates, as 
far as in them lay, all Probability of the ſame Union to obſtruct 
her Views again. | | 
. They remembred how clearly and how ſteadily this Plan of 
ſerving France, had been purſued, and how it was brought 
to its full Effect. -And they remembered how near their 
Grand View, to which this was ſecondary, was brought to an 
Iſlue too. In what manner before the th of the Queen, 
they had deeply laid the Plot of abuſing her Authority to bring 
the Pretender to the Throne.—--—--How notwithſtanding their 
affected alty to their Royal Miſtreſs, by, which they had 
not only duped her, -but deceived the Nation ; the 
meditated her Ruin, to whoſe Weakneſs. they owed their Ad- 
vancement. How by their dark Intrigues they broke her de- 
clining Conſtitution and cauſed her Death.----The only Ser- 
vice they. ever did her; ſending that unhappy Princels by 
this Precipitation of her Fate, to a better World, before ſhe 
had experienced in this far worſe Calamities, which they were 
preparing for her ; the Loſs of her Crown and Dignity, perhaps. 
a violent End, at leaſt Impriſonment for Life. Bra 
They remembered the Deliverance of this Nation by the 
Acceſſion of his late Majeſty in the moſt critical Conj 8 re. 
v4 | | | -—=T hey 


(10) 
2 remembered the Confidence of this Confpirdcy; 
which had ripened ſo far in four Years Tory Adminiſtration, 
that they thought themſelves able to effect that by Force, when 
they had Joſt all Power, which could not have been defeated 
they continued a few Months longer in it. They re- 


membered the late Rebellion, which broke out e 
after, and which was ſi more by the Interpoſition of 
Divine Providence, than by any human Means. 2 | 
- Remembering all this, the laſt Scene of which happened not 
eleven Years before the Commencement of the late 
tion, which may be properly dated from the Zanever Treaty 
in 1725.— The People could not entertain a Fear of a Tory 


' Fation.-—-This Scene of Wickedneſs had ſo fully detected 


thoſe, who ſet themſelves in the Front of fuch a Faction, that 
even the Tories themſelves bluſhed to ſee the Tools they had been 


made; and trembled equally with the Whigs, at the Hazards 


Partiality to either. 


* 
* 


which their Folly had brought upon the Nation; ſuch as, to do 
them equal Juſtice, their Heads had never comprehended, nor their 
Hearts ever intended to promote. The ſhameleſs Conduct of 
that Adminiſtration, with Regard to France and the Pretender, 
cauſed an univerſal Averſion to the Tories, and many of 
them, ſenſible of the Errors of their former Conduct, re- 
tained nothing of what they were but the Name, —-Fhe 
whole Nation appeared united in a warm Attachment to the 
_ Royal Family.— The Faction of which we ſpeak, ſen- 

le of their wounded Intereſt, hardly ſhewed themſelves in 
any Shape, for ſome Years Any new Oppoſition, avowedly 
begun by them in that juncture, would have ruined them 
for ever.——Their Arts and their falſe Pretences were too recent 


to impoſe upon Mankind. And their Cover fion, had they 


pretended any, would have been too ſuddem and unnatural ta have 


gain'd Belief. | 


Ass Security rarely fails to be the Mother of Danger, ſo it 


was with us, This ſeeming ſecurity deceived both the 
Miniſter and the Publick. I ſhall ſpeak frankly and without 
It tempted him to act with too much 
Wantonnefs, and Negligence in Power. lt tempted others too 
much to indulge their Reſentment and private Views. The 
Faction was no longer dreaded but deſpiſed. When that hag 
been the Caſe, it has been always found at length, — 
Incedimus per Ines | | 

\ Suppo ſitos Ty dolofo, | | 
The Miniſter, void of all Apprehenſion of this latent Dan- 
ger, gratified his ill Humour-to, or took no Pains Be. -- 
* 7 . 1 # £5 3's © 
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ee n Humours of thoſe. he happened to diſlike, neglected 


the Continuance and the Eaſe of his 


= the Means to procure 


full, the ill Succeſs is always attributed to the Miniſter.— If for- 
tunate, that it was quangp "a attended with great Expenceg 


by degrees, obtain ſome. Share of Power; which he was de- 
termined to engroſs. 
and the two Powers, from whom we have to fear the moſt, the 
French and Spamards, play'd him off unmercifully. 


and the Affectation of a Pacifick Diſpoſition. 


— The Spaniards 


then, had greatly embarraſſed all the Affairs of Europe. 
and Baden the following Vear; but be- 
tween the Emperor and Spain ſubſiſted till long aſter this: 
Miniſter was taken into that Employment. His Prede-' 
ceſſors had been puzzled with theſe Differences. | 
in endeavouring to appeaſe them, had, by the Quadruple Al- 


fore, when the Reins of this Government were put into his 


another Turn to extricate this Nation out of theſe difficult Cir- * 
cumſtances.——Inftead of adhering firmly to the Emperor, this 
Miniſter yielded to the Views of pain, who inſulted us till ſhe 
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obtained another. The Miniſter ftill vainly flattering himſelf 
with gaining that Power by conſtant Obligations.——But the 
Queen, who governed there, knew neither any Sentiment of 
Gratitude, nor any Limits to her Ambition. 
he ſtill provoked the Emperor to a higher Degree, which Spain 
obſerving, took that Opportunity to accommodate her own 
Affairs with the Imperial . x * — . 
This ſudden Friendſhip between the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid alarmed; the Miniſter, who knew he had not the' 
Friendſhip of the. ove Court, whatever he had done and ſuf- 
fered for it; and that he had juſtly incurred the Reſentments 


8838 F535. 


dreaded ſome Effect from it, though he knew not What —— 
7 4 


WW Popularity too much, and ſtudied only how to avgid War, 28 
Adminiſtration.- He knew that in War, if not ſucceſs * 
murmur.——He likewiſe . 
ſaw, that in War, military Men, and active Spirits muſt, 
All Europe quickly ſaw this Foible, 
Their 
Methods were different, but both tending to the ſame End. 
Ihe French flattered him with an inſidious Friendſhip, 


bullied him upon every Turn. It muſt be candidly confeſſed - 
that the Peace of Utrecht in 171 3 and the Difficulties unadjuſted 


France and the ror had agreed by the Treaty of Raftadt, - 
d 2 ? Dieren 2 


And 


lance, and ſeveral, ſubſequent Treaties and Proceedings, in a 
great Degree diſguſted both thoſe Powers. At the Time there-- - 


Hands, it required greater Abilities for Foreign Affairs, and 
had carried one Point, and then inſulted us again, till ſhe had 


By this Conduct 


of the other. He therefore grew jealous of this Union, and 


— — — 


at Vienna. 


Nn). 5 
Me apprchended dit the Peace of Eure was upon the 
Point of being diſturbed again; and without — the 
Nature of ſuch Diſturbance, that it could not prejudice this 
Country ; that it was on the contrary, 8 deſirable 
Event, that could have happened, and that — could alone 
bave Reaſon to conſider this Union with a jealous Eye: 
He ſuffered himſelf to be impoſed -upon by — Fears, 
inſinuated by France, and immediately exerted himſelf to form 
a Confederacy againſt the Emperor and Spain, whoſe Union 
was effected by themſelves, for no other n but becauſe 


we had refuſed to mediate for them; and that neither Decen 


cy 
nor Reſentment could permit Spain to accept the Mediation of 
France, from whom ſhe had received a recent Indignity of a ve- 
ry high Nature, by ſending back the Infanta, who had been be- 


trothed to the King of France. 


This Confederacy which went by the Name of the Hanover 
Treaty, was concluded between France, Pruſſia, and Great 
Britain, the 23d of September, 1725, about four Months 
after the Treaty between the Emperor and Spain, concluded 
The late King of Pruſſia was then living, and 
it is obvious by the Conduct of the Sen, what Views the Fa- 
ther might have had to induce him, among other Diſcontents 
with the Imperial Court, to come into this Meaſure. 
it was ſtill much more obvious, why France ſhould have joined 


in a Project, which was of her own Invention, and the only 


Meaſure, that could have recovered her out of the moſt dan- 
gerous Situation that ſhe was ever in. The Houſe of Bourbon 
was divided againſt itſelf, and ſhe was very ſenſible it could 
not have ſtood if this Alliance between the +»Emperor and 
Spain had continued in Force. The natural Antipathy of 
the Imperial Court, and the Reſentment of Spain to France, 
too naturally accounted for the Sums remitted from the 
Spaniſh Court to Vienna, and the vaſt Encreaſe of the Imperial 
Armies—-Thefe Armies could not have waded through the 
Ocean to have attacked Great Britain: The Emperor had 
not a ſingle Ship to bring them hither, and the Fleets of Spain 
had been deſtroyed in the Mediterranean in the Year 1718 
Had , it therefore been as ſolemnly true, as it was undoubtedly 


falſe, that thoſe Stipulations had been made in the Viema Treaty 


to affect Great Britain, which the Miniſter had been impoſed 
upon himſelf, or deſired to impoſe on others, to believe, Great- 
Britain muſt have been out of its Senſes to have been alarmed at 
them. —A Squadron of Ships of War ſet upon the Coaſts of 
Spain, and another of Obſervation on our own Coaſts 


toge ; 
ther with the Body of Forces * maintained at home, E. 
ve 


And 
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that theſe Preparations muſt have been deſigned againſt ' them- 
ſelves ; and if the very diſtant Sound of War had not terrified 
the Miniſter to the Loſs of his Wits, we might probably have 
ſeen an Event at that Time, which we ſhall probably never have 
in our Power to ſee again Ihe Houſe of Bourbon ruined by 
itſelf, and France reduced, without the Expence of a ſingle 
Shilling to this Country. - | FR 
= We have now ſeen France preſerved, and the Houſe of Au- 
= /ria-confederated againſt by its natural and old Ally Great Bri- 
ain; we have ſeen the ſame effected by the Puſillanimity of a 
Mig Miniſter, which was the conſtant View of a Tory Ad- 
miniſtration—The ſame honeſt Zeal which animated the Whigs 
WE againſt the Tories, moſt juſtly and indiſpenſibly induced many of 
them to enter into an ition to an Adminiſtration, who 
with different Principles purſued the fame End This will war- 
rant, before God and Man, the Oppoſition that we have lately 
ſeen——lIt ſhews that it was carried on upon Whig Principles ; 
that it was the grand Principle of humbling France, and of aſſiſt- 
ing the Houſe of Auſtria, to which they adherred, and which 
they intended to maintain by this Oppoſition—lt was not a Quar- 
rel about particular Laws or Alterations of the Conſtitution, as 
it is now falſely ſuggeſted to have been. Something of this kind is 
attempted in' the Courſe of eve nn, ſomething of 
Moderation, to be done, to 3 ernment to its firſt Prin- 
ciples, and proper to be attempted in ſome Conjunctures, even 
in a further ree than it is intended to be done, to keep Mi- 
niſters of a certain Character in Awe, and to maintain the Peo- 
ple in a Senſe of their Advantages, which ſuch Miniſters, with- 
out that lively Senſe in them, might have it otherwiſe in their 
Power to impair But theſe were ſecondary Views; the grand 
Point intended, and what theſe were employed only as Engines 
to effect, was to remove the Miniſter, and to bring back the . 
cils of this Country to its true Intereſt. 9 

is Conjuncture was now come, which had been long im- 
patiently expected by the Faction Confuſion was begun—and 
the Government attacked without the leaſt Appearance that the 
Faction had been the Authors of i. The Whigs who ſed 
did it with great Vigour, but were ſtill known to be true in their 
Principles, to the King and to the Conſtitution The 
Faction, who could not, as I have already obſerved, ventere to 
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2 n LD 
isse prevented all Poſſibility of the ſmalleſt Danger of Inva- 
the ; ſion, which can nevef be . from France alone, 
this or France and Spain united, a Caſe viſibly not then exiſting, and 

more remote than it ever was.—The French therefore well knew 
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ormer Arts, which were tos recent to impoſe upon Mankind, or 
A a Conver ſon, which would have been tov ſudden and un- 


their good Intentions ; they at length wrought upon the Publick J 


have avowedly begun a new Oppoſition tbemſelver, or prafiiced their 


natural to have _ Belief, found the Occaſion extremely apt 
to buſy themſelves again They would have joined with the 
Miniſter, who was now indiſereetly doing what they wiſhed, 
if they had believed he had wiſhed it too ; but as they knew he 
did it by a kind of fatal neceſſity, which a Series of Errors had 
induced, they knew that neither he, nor that Part of the Whigs, 
who continued to ſupport him, ſome through the ſame Blind- 
neſs, ſome through Gratitude to him, ſome through the very 
Apprehenſion of them, and ſome for other Reaſons ;. yet none of 
them did it upon their Views, of would ever concur to bring it to 
their defired Concluſion. —— They therefore knew, that they would Wi 
ſooner or later change this conduct, and that beſides they a 
would never join with them. The only Game they therefore 
had to play, was to act an under Part with this Whig Oppoſi- 
tion—By this Conduct had a double Policy; ir, to concur, 
in raiſing the Ferment of the Nation to .the hi Point. they 
could (which by long Obſervation. never was yet raiſed ſince the 
Revolution, but that it took a Turn in the Fayour of their great 
View) and ſecondly, to efface the Suſpicions that the Nation 
entertained of them, * 1 8 "NEG 
As the grand Criterion of the Conduct of the two Parties 
is, as I have already obſerved, of the Whigs, to oppoſe the 
Growth of the Power of France, and of the. Tories, to advance 
the Intereſt of that Power —— The Faction concurring in this Op- 
poſition, which fo direAly formed itſelf upon the Whig Prin- 
Wo: 


ciple, exerting themſelves with the utmoſt Rancour and. ſeem- 
in Sincerity, againſt the Miniſter, for his Conduct with R 
to France, uniting in all the popular Bills, and Republican Pro- 
itions, (which were by this, and have commonly been by all 
hi W more eſpecially indulged,) ' being filent 
upon the Topicks of paſſive Obedience, Non-reſiftance, and the 
Danger of the Church, from all theſe Circumſtances. joined to a 
Partiality to believe well of thoſe who aſſiſt us, let the Motives 
be what they will, and a Tendency to disbelieve the Miniſter, 
who very conſtantly rung the Alarm againſt their ſecret Princi- 
ples, all which was improved by the moſt folemn Aſſurances of 
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to believe, that their Views were intirely changed Many were 
by this Time dead, who remembered all thoſe Arts and Pyac- 
tices which I have formerly mentioned, and a new Race were 
this Time ſprung up in their Room, by their Age, and the 
ature of Youth, ſuſceptible of light Impreſſions, actuated by 
warm Paſſions, and ignorant of what had paſſed * their 
. ; mes. 


4x5) 
Fimes. To this were added ſuch a Series of Miſtakes, and fuch 
unfortunate Events,, as brought the Intereſts of all our Allies, 
and conſequently the Intereſts of Britain, into the utmoſt Dan- 
ger, the Miniſter {till OY blunderirig on, not able to 
make a Peace, nor to carry on a War Haraſſing the Country 
by great and fruitleſs Expences to provide Forces agai 
a. which were neither ſufficient to anſwer the End, and 
which he never had reſolution to employ towards the End 
bubbled by France, inſulted by Spain, hated by the Publick. 
Thus the Reſentments of the Nation roſe at laſt ſo high, that 
they became incapable to conſider any Danger, or to ſuſpect 2 
y 


8 


Treachery but from him. —In this Situation of Affairs it is 
to account why the Faction ſtill ſubſiſted, and why it muſt have 
bpeen a vain, perhaps not a wiſe Attempt at that "Time, to have 
_— endeavoured to have convinced the Publick that they did. 
The Whigs in the Oppoſition thought honeſtly, and they 
thought truly, that the Nation was inevitably ruined, if this Mi- 
niſter continued to influence our Councils longer. The Houſe 
of Auſtria, which is as much the Barrier to the Liberties of 
Britain as the ſtrorg Towns of Flanders are to the Dutch Re- 
publick, was reduced to the loweſt Ebb, and upon the very 
Brink of utter Deſtruction. No effectual Means propoſed, no 
Means' in this Situation poſſible to give it any Aſſiſtance. In this 
Condition they were forced to uſe the Aid of any Set of Men 
whatever, to procure the Removal of this Miniſter ; and 
thought they might depend fafely upon the national Experience 
of the paſt Behaviour of the Faction, upon the Integrity and 
Well- meaning of the Generality of the People, upon the real 
. Excellency and peculiar Bleſſings of this Conſtitution, never in 
any Event to be overborn by either a Jacobite or Tory Fac- 
tion. In fine, they truſted to their own Influence, which then 
governed and directed the whole Oppoſition without Controul, 
to ſettle and conſolidate the Principles of the Nation, as ſoon as 
the Miniſter was removed and his Meaſures rectified. . 
Theſe are the true, and they are ſufficient Reaſons to explain 
why the Nation gradually leſſened in its Apprehenſion of this 
Faction, why the Tories thus combined were conceived to be 
. no longer what they had been formerly. But the Whigs, who 
led the Oppoſition, and were moſt conſiderable in it, who now 
compoſe the Adminiſtration in Part, and who now oppoſe no 
longer, were not fo eaſily deceived. They could not but 
obſerve the Views of theſe Men in their pretended Coalition % 
with them. They could not avoid ſeeing (though they 
E and diſcouraged them as much as they could, and 
ept them down in à very great Degree) the malevolent En- 
8 3 deavours, 
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deavours of theſe Men, to poiſon the Minds of the People 


C26.) | 


inſt the Royal Family, and to give the general Diſcontent 
Bd Tendency 2 Difafieion againſt the "Prince upon the 
Throne; which they laboured wholly to confine to the Per- 
ſon of the Miniſter ——They ſaw too evidently: to be duped 
by any of their Pretences, that they maintained the ſame 
Inveteracy to the Pn PW ſupported no Whig in any 
Election, where they could poffibly avoid it, without a De- 
tection of themſelves, or the Ruin of an Oppoſition ſo conve- 
nient to their View.—The Whigs even faw much more, which 
in that Circumſtance it was not their Intereſt to diſcover to the 


Publick, that they endeavoured, by refuſing to concur in ſeveral 


perſonal Propoſitions againſt the Miniſter, to try whether they 
could not induce him to ſtrike a ſeparate Bargain with them- 
ſelves—and at the cloſe of the Oppoſition, in the firſt Seſſions 
of this Parliament, when they adhered more firmly to theſe per- 
ſonal Propoſitions, they knew it was becauſe the Miniſter had 


not catched at the Bait they had thrown out for him, and was not 
to be deluded by their Arts. | - 5 


From all that we have here obſerved, it is very notorious, 


that the laſt Oppoſition was a hig Oppeſition, and not a 
Tory Faction. That the plain Origin, and avowed Views of 


this Oppoſition, were the Removal of the Miniſter, and the 


Change of his Meaſures.— That when this was done, they, 
from the very Beginning of that Oppoſition, intended no more, 
never meant, nor were ever expected to maintain it longer. 
That it would have been inconſiſtent with their avowed Profeſſi- 
ons, and with their real Principles, if they had. l 


— 


It is farther obvious, that the Tory Faction, though they 


concurred with them, had done it without either Principle or 
 Afeftion, and never had the Influence. to give this Oppoſition 


any Taint or Colour, nor were they ſuffered to compaſs 


one publick Meaſure of their own.—That the Whigs though 


they could not refuſe the Concurrence of their Votes, and their 


Aſſiſtance, to ſwell the Number of Opponents, never pretended, 


or had any real Friendſhip with them, nor ever hdd Reaſon 


from their Sincerity to have it, much leſs ever gave them any 
' Encouragement to hope that they would join with them any 
longer, than till they had changed the Miniſter, and changed the 


' Meaſures. . 


If then it ſhall appear, that the Miniſter and the Meaſures 
are now changed—If it ſhall appear, that theſe men after this 
commenced a new Oppoſition, when the principal Whigs, who 


before directed the Oppoſition, had done with that Direction. 
What Man can deny, that.the Leaders of the late Oppoſition have 


A D 
afted confiftently and honeſtly both in their firſt Beginnings ta op- 
poſe— 227 15 in 4 to oppoſe 25 the 2 „ 
And if it ſhould appear, that the I hig Leaders of the late 
Oppoſition, though they had no further Connexion with theſe 
Men after that Change of the Miniſter, and the Meaſures, was 
effected, which was the only View they intended or profeſſed, 


4 or concurred with theſe Men in, did yet endeavour, out of a 
. Deſire to deſtroy (as much as in then: lay, and till they found 
en it an Liopian Undertaking) the Evil of Parties in general, and 
he the Diſtinction of Tory in particular, by uſing their Influence 
1 to advance many of theſe, (who ſeemed the leaſt violent) into 


Employments, where they might be placed without the Danger 
of their influencing the publick Meaſures, and where they 
might have given Probation of their Sincerity.— If they had 
actually in a very few Days begun to do this, and if it will ap- 
pear that for no other viſible Reaſon but this, that the Tories 
and Jacobites were not permitted to take the Government by 
Storm, and that their Ambition could not be ſatisfied, or their 
Views anſwered, without thoſe Employments were conferred 
n them, which would inevitably give them the Power of in- 
fluencing the publick Meaſures ; and if their Terms were ſuch 
as to force their whole Faction into the Adminiſtration, without 
allowing the Prince to except againſt a ſingle Man, and their 
Impatience, ſuch as to deſert their Leaders, and to form a new 
Party befare they had given them any reaſonable Time— What 
Man can have the Confidence to deny, that they ated not only 
with greater Friendſhip to theſe Men than they deſerved, but with 
as much Honauy as it was in human Power honeſtly to do ? 


hey And thi if it ſhould a tha a 
| a Id appear, that by this new raiſed 

oy polition, nap; the manifeſt View to do hr which, as we 17 
Non already obſerved, is the Criterion of the Conduct of a Jacobite 
_ Faction, viz. to. advance the Inter:/ts of France; and if this 
1 manifeſt View is now followed by the very ſame wicked Arts 
14 and Meaſures, which that Faction in all former Periods have 
aon purſued, I may be juſtified in that Aſſertion which it is my Point 


principally to prove — That the Oppoſition of this Time is not an 
_ Oportion, but a Faction, and that of the moſt dangerous kind to 

any Wl this Nation, 
| Now that this is true, and rather to illuſtrate than to prove 
this (for Things ſelf-evident, and what ariſes from the Recol- 
lection of Facts, neither will admit, nor ſtands in need of Proof) 
J ſhall make it the Plan of my Diſcourſe in the following 
Sheets :—Firſt, To ſhew the State of our Affairs, as they flood previous 
to. the Change of the late Miniſtry, and to givea ſhort Deduction of 
the Conduct of the Oppeſition, till the Whigs and the preſent Fact iam 
| „„ are +; ſeparated 


( 18) 
arated from each otber.— I ſhall then obſerve the Conduct of the 
Aalen 175 ſeparated from the Whigs to Hh End 7 that Ab if 
Parliament. I ſhall in the third Place obſerve the Conduct of the 
new Adminiſtration, the Succeſs of their Meaſures, and the Dif- 
ference that appeared m the Situation of our Affairs upon the ſecond 
Meeting of the Parliament. —1 fhall ſhew in the next place, the far- 
ther Meaſures of the Faction in their Attempts to delude the People, 
in their Methods of Oppoſition, and the Teudency of both.—T ſhall 
then proceed to offer a few candid Refleftions upon thoſe popular To- 
picks, which are the Engines principally uſed to play upon thePaſſions 
of the People, and to divert them from a cool Reflection of the true 
Condition of our Affairs in this Cmjundture, and conclude with 
ſome general Comfiderations, which will lead the Publick to à juſt 
Senſe of thoſe Dangers to which they are expoſed, by a further Con- 
currence with what is now plauſibly called by the tender Name" of the 
5 Oppoſition. | 
We have already mentioned the Conduct of the Miniſter 
with regard to the Emperor, Spain and France, at the 
time of the Hanover- Treaty, which throwing this Nation 
into the Arms of France, and breaking off from our old and 
natural Connexion with the Houſe of Auftria, divided the 
Whig Intereſt, and was the Ground of the late Oppoſition,— 
We are now to ſee the Meaſures afterwards purſued by the ſame 
Miniſter, and the Conſequence they had. — But before I quit this 
Subject of the Hanover- Treaty, which was the fatal Ground of 
all our preſent Confuſion, to confirm what I have already faid 
with regard to the juſt Alarm the J/higs took at it, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that by A) ſeparate Article of this Treaty, Great- Britain 
engaged, in caſe War ſhould be declared by the Empire 
© againſt France, that though ſhe was not comprized in the 
«© Declaration of ſuch War, Great- Britain ſhould act in Con- 
« cert with France till ſuch War ſhould be determined; and 
by Virtue of the third Article of the ſame Treaty, ſhould, 
« if Neceflity required, declare War upon the Empire. And 
thus, ſays a Foreigner, who is quoted often upon Occaſions of 
this Nature, and cannot be ſuſpected of any Party Concern 
in the Affairs of this Country,--- By this Treaty the Duke of Bour- 
bon, then Fir/f Miniſter to the Meoft Chriſtian King, brought Þ 
Maturity what his Predeceſſor had projefted, and France at length 
attained what ſhe had ſo long wiſhed, and for which ſbe had in vain 
expended ſuch immenſe Sums in the preceding Reign. = 

The Conſequence immediate upon the Concluſion of this 
Treaty, was a vaſt additional Expence.----- And without all 
Doubt, the Raſhneſs of this Meaſure had engaged us in a War, 


which 


TT; 


« Rouſit, vol. II, fol. 188. 
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iich would have ruined the Balance of Power in Eurepe 


without Reſource, (the Powers of the grand Alliance bein 
now upon the Point of purſuing the Deſtruction of each o- 
ther, with the ſame determined Rancour, which they had 
formerly exerted againſt their common Enemy the French, 
if the Beer, notwithſtanding the Pride and Inſolence, of 
which he was accuſed, and the ſhameful Indignity with which 
he was treated, obferying the Danger in which we had, by our 
unnatural Apprebenſions, involved ourſelves, had not, with an 
happy Moderation, himſelf opened Donde (in a very uncom- 
mon Manner, through the Channel of a Nuncio of the Pope at 
Venice,) to bring this Matter to an Accommodation; ſo that at 
length, upon the Suſpenſion of the Offend Company, which was 
one of the pretended Subjects of the Quarrel, a new Preliminary 
Treaty was ſigned at Vienna, in Tune 1727; which quieted our 


=— Miniſterial Fears of a general War in ſome degree for a Time: 


During this Interval we ſuſtained an immenſe Expence in de- 
fending Gibraltar, raiſing troops at home, and hiring Troops 


abroad, the ineſtimable Loſs of many thouſands of our Seamen, 


and the Ruin of the never-to-be-forgotten Squadron ſent with 


Hiſier, to rot in Sight of the Treaſures of Peru and Mexico, at 
[  Porto- Bells. | 


But there yet remained great Matter of Anxiety for Spain, 
under frivolous Pretences, which ſhewed her manifeſt Contempt 
for the Britiſb Miniſter, refuſed to ratify this Preliminary-Treaty, 


and continued her Hoſtilities, till the Emperor, with great Can- 


dour, deteſting this Chicane, took part with our Court againſt 
her.----And Spain, finding no Support, was at length obliged to 
accede by a new Act ſigned at the Pardo, the 4th of March, 


1728.— By which it was agreed, that all Hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe, 


and all the Differences between Great Britain and Spain be ſub- 


mitted to the Deciſion of a future Congreſs. 


The Miniſter, ſenſible of the Danger he had eſcaped, was 
glad of the Opportunity, which offered itſelf in that Congreſs 
(which was held at Saiſſons) to reunite with the Imperial Court. 
Notwithſtanding all the Indignities that had paſſed, and all the 
Provocations he had received, the Emperor retained ſo juſt a 
Senſe both of his Obligations, and his Intereſt to cultivate tha an- 
tient Friendſhip of the Houſe of Auſtria with Great- Britain, that 
he was willing to overlook all that was paſſed ; and as his Union 
with Spain before, had given ſo much Umbrage, here he thought, 
by raiſing Difficulties, and by delaying the Execution of ſome 
Articles of the former Treaty with Spain, he ſhould give us 
Proofs of his Sincerity.—But alas ! he had not yet experienced 
What he had to ſuffer from the pacific Councils, or (as they are 

B 3 | termed 


' 


23 — — — — — OA" x fr ðͤ Aa", 
. —_ — Wk. 


(20) 
termed by the great Conductor of them himſelf,) the preven- 
tive and defenſrue Meaſures of the Britiſh Miniſter. Spain 
was incenſed at this Conduct, and at the Emperor's candid 
Behaviour with regard to the Preliminary Articles ; we now be- 

n to be as much frightened at the Nie as we had been 


Terrified before with the Union of theſe two Powers ; we had 


* 


ractiſed our deſenſive as we have ſeen; we muſt now try our 
Vail in preventive Meaſures, and with the like Succeſs. 2 

The Emperor's Conduct deſerved the Gratitude of the 
whole Nation ; and merited the beſt Returns that could have 
been made him.— On the other hand, during this whole time, 
even after the ſigning the Act at the Pard?, Spain had treated 
us with the utmoft Inſolence, taken and plundered all the Veſ- 
ſels / of this Nation, that fell into her Hands, with as little Re- 
ſerve as if we had been at open War. "Theſe Circumſtances 
together ſhould, in all human Wiſdom, have induced the Mi- 
niſter, to have laid afide his old Way of alliancing with France, 
to have improved the Miſunderſtanding between the” Emperor 
and Spain, and to have endeayoured, with the utmoſt Vigour, to 
cruſh that Inſolence of Spain by force, which he ſaw viſibly, was 
not to be reclaimed by generous Uſage, by the Moderation of 
ſuffering her to declare War without any reciprocal Declaration 
on our Part, by our ſignal Abſtinence from-a Seizure of above 
four Millions Sterling in America, nor by the Patience we had 
exerciſed under ſo many Indignities, Inſults, and continued De- 
predations. But inſtead of doing this, in Conjunction with his 
good Ally the French, he concluded a new Treaty with Spain, 
which was ſigned at Seville, the gth of November, 1929. 
. The Emperor, who had ſhewn himſelf fo trul ae 
of preſerving the Peace of Europe, — who had acted with fo 
much Moderation and Candour, to preſerve the Friendſhip of 
this Nation, was not acquainted in the leaſt with this Treaty, 
till it was concluded ;— it was kept ſecret from him; and no 
Wander, — for it contained an Article which has fince proved, 
as we have ſeen, and as he always foreſaw it would, of the 
moſt fatal Conſequence to his Italian Dominions !—— This Ar- 
ticle was the immediate Admiſſion of 6,000 Spaniſh Troops 
into the Places of Tujcary, Parma and Placentia,” to ſecure 
the Reverſion of thoſe States, after the Deaths of their reſpective 
Princes, to Don Carlos, which in the Quadruple Alliance the 
Emperor had conſented to be done only by Neutral Forces, and 
even that very much againſt his Inclination. | Se. 

It may be eafily conceived what Effect ſuch a Treatment as 
this muſt have had upon the Emperor : It juſtly gave him the 
greateſt Alarm, as well as raiſed his Reſentment to the higheſt de- 
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gree Even in his Conjunction with Spain in 1725, intimate, 
as it had been repreſented to be, he was never brought by 
Spain to conſent to this Alteration,—and what made 3 
ſtill worſe, theſe Territories being Fiefs of the Empire, this 
arbitrary Settlement with relation to them juſtly incenſed the 
ire too. u | 

Theſe preventive Meaſures put us. into worſe Plight than 
ever. France had brought us about again, and we were now 
n the Point of joining, not only France, but of uniting with 
the whole Houſe of Bourbon, not only againſt the Emperor, but 
the whole Germanick Body.—Sparn and France urged us openly 
and vehemently o compleat theſe new Engagements. 
Emperor in the mean time marched a powerful Army, and filled 
all Lay with his Troops, determined to reſiſt the Ee of 
this Treaty, which he thus prevented for the whole Year 
17 30. Minifter was now in Deſpair, his Fleets at Spithead 
not terrified the Emperor's Armies in Lombardy. But the 
Reſentments of France and Spain at his Inactivity, and contra- 
dictory Proceedings, terrified the Miniſter, —» The Marquis de 
Caſtellar, the Spaniſh Miniſter at Paris, publiſhed a Declaration 
there, by Order of his Mafter, upon the 28th of Fanury 1731, 
with bitter Reproaches againſt this Conduct, renouncing all his 
Engagements with us, profeſſing that he now looked upon himſelf as 
intirely at Liberty to act what Br euer he ſhould find moſt ſuited 
to his Intereſts. Thus he had viſibly diſobliged all Parties, he 
thought a War inevitable, and himſelf undone. —His new Treaty 
of Seville, upon which he had plumed himſelf fo proudly, now 
vaniſhed into Smoke.—But the — good Senſe and Mo- 
deration ſaved our Miniſter once more. He conſented to this 
ruinous Meaſure, tho* with Tears in his Eyes.—He conſented 
to admit a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon into Italy, whom we 
were viſibly carrying thither to eſtabliſh in a great Monarchy at 
the Expence of his Dominions.— Willing not even yet to deſpair 

that this Nation would ſee its Errors at laſt, he determined to 
us once more, and ſubmitted to make this Sacrifice, on condition 
that we ſhould accede to the Pragmatic Sanction, and guaranty 
the reſt of his Dominions to his eldeſt Daughter. 
This Treaty concerning the Admiſſion. of the Spaniſh Troops 
into the Italian States, and the Guaranty of the Pragmatic 
Sanction, was concluded at Vienna the 16th of March 1731.— 
between the Emperor and Great Britain alone. Its View was 
to enforce the Treaty of Seville. Yet it was conclued 
without the Participation either of France or Holland, who had 
been the contracting Parties to that of Seville.— The Dutch 
were however at length prevailed upon to accede to it, 

* Rouſſet, Vol. VI. fol. 11. We 


(*22)) 
We now began to think again that we had done great Mat- 


ters, for the preſent we had pacified the Emperor, and prevented 
a War.— We obtained a Declaration from the Court of 
Spain, dated at Seville the 6th of June following, to revoke that 
of the Marquis de Caſtellar, of the 28th of January before 
mentioned: And as a Proof of the Reconciliation of the ſecond 
Power, we were permitted to have the Honour, upon the 17th 
of O#»ber 1731, to eſcort the Spaniſh Troops into [taly, with 


a Squadron of ſrxteen Britiſh Men of War, at the Expence of 
200,000 l. 


But we are come at length to the final Period of the Succeſs | 


of theſe preventive and defenſive Meaſurez— they could no longer 
hold the whole World clearly ſaw, to what the Politicks of 
the Britiſb Miniſter amounted,——-- and that he was determin 
to be moved neither by Indignity or Danger. 3 
France had carried her Point, ſne had heartily regained the 
Spaniards to her Intereſts, ſhe had deſtroyed all Cordiality be- 
tween the Emperor and"England, ſhe had detected the Weak- 
neſs of this Nation ſo far, that ſhe ſaw ſe had nothing to fear, 
and that all ther Powers had nothing to hope from Britain,— 
She had been a contracting Party to the Treaty of Seville, and 
we had bound ourſelves to enter into no new Engagements with- 
out her Concurrence, Yet the late Treaty with the Emperor, 
which was to enforce it, had been coficlu d without her. Par- 
ticipation, nay without her Knowledge. She highly and loudly 
reſented this Treatment, as a manifeſt Neglect, an Inſtance of 
Contempt, and a publick Affront; and ſhe had the better Han- 
dle to exclaim againſt us for it, becauſe we had affected to think 
ourſelves ſo ill uſed, by the like Conduct of the Emperor, with 
regard to the Treaty of Vienna in 1725. From this Moment 
ſhe thought of nothing but Revenge, and to avail herſelf of the 
Means we had ſo manifeſtly given her, to take it with Im- 
punity. | 
The 8þanihh Troops had not been long landed in 7taly, before 
an Alliance was formed between France, Sardinia and Spain to 
attack the Emperor's Dominions in Tay. The King of Poland's 
Death was foreſeen, and ſhe took ſuch Meaſures as ſhe thought 
had effectually ſecured the Election of King Staniſſaus to that 
'Throne.----With the Aſſiſtance of that Prince ſhe projected to 
have fallen upon the Emperor's Hereditary Countries, while ſhe 
diverted his Forces upon the Rhine, and her Confederates em- 
ployed him in the Defence of 7taly.---- Not many Months were 
paſs d before the Miniſter had a more fatal Cauſe of Inquietude 
than ever----War became inevitable----his Conduct had delayed 


it, only to make it fall with more ruinous and irreſiſtible * 
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The King of Roland died the 21ſt of January O. 8. 


* 


aould ſupport the Election of his Father-in-Law. The Em- 


the Confederacy formed againſt him. — He therefore took part 
with the Elector of Saxony, now the preſent, and Son to the late 
King of Poland Vet endeavouring as much as poſſible not to 

ive any Pretence to France, of attacking him upon this Score, 
he left it to the * Arms to ſupport that Prince. But 

Fance never wanted a Pretext, when ſhe found herſelf in a Con- 
dition to proſecute her Views by Arms.—Conhiding in her En- 

ements with Sardinia and Spain, ſhe grounded this Pretext 
upon the ſecret Negotiations the Imperial Court had carried on 
with Rufjia againſt King Srani/laus, declared War, and march- 
ed her Armies againſt the Emperor— while on the other fide 
the 6000 Spaniards we had conveyed into /taly not a Year be- 
fore, ſhewed the Uſe for which they were deſigned. They 
joined the Sardinian Troops, attacked the Milaneſe, and in 
Conjunction with a Body of Auxiliaries from France, ſoon made 
an entire Conqueſt of that Dutchy. 

The Emperor confiding in the Engagements we had entered 
into, ſo immediately before, to ſupport the Pragmatic San&ion, 
had withdrawn his {rome from Itahy.— The French had attack- 
ed him in the Empire, and were endeavouring to bring the Turk 
upon him.—]t was impoſſible for him long to make Head alone 
againſt the different Attacks made and meditated upon the Em- 
pire itſelf, and his Hereditary Countries, and to defend his ta- 
lian Poſſeſſions at the ſame time. — He found himſelf however 
able with great Difficulty for that Campaign to maintain his 
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and to keep his Footing in the 
Mantuan.— In that perilous Interval he called upon Great Bri- 
rain to execute her late Treaty, he ſhewed that it was yet in her 
Power to fave Naples and Sicily, at a ſmall Expence, and by 
her Fleets alone ; he reproached us with the Ruin we had 
brought upon him by engaging his Conſent to the Introduction 
of the Spaniſh T and urged the Points both of Honour 
and National Intereſt, by which we were obliged ſo particularly 
to interfere in this, as our Support and Guaranty had been the 


implored us in the moſt moving Terms not to deſert an old, a 
faithful, and a fincere Ally, 65 ſtrictly united by all the Bonds 
of mutual Affection and mutual Security, in a time of this im- 
minent Diſtreſs, a Diſtreſs, which our own Councils, and his 
Acquieſcence to them, had reduced him to. * 
i | c 


7 | 732-3 
and in March following the King of France declared” that he. 


peror was ſenſible of what was preparing for him.---—He knew 
Vat if this Election took Effect, it would be impoſſible to reſiſt 


only Condition upon which he had given his Conſent.—He 
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But the Miniſter, totally confounded, knew not how to act 
at all. He ſtood inſenſible to the Danger both of his Allies, 
and of his own Country, unmoved equally with the Complaints, 
Reproaches and Entreaties of the Imperial Court. He ſought 
only to cover his own Shame, by retorting the Blame upon the 
Emperor.—He reproached him with having brought theſe Dif- 
ficulties upon himſelf by Negotiations with Ruta, to prevent 
the Election of King Staniſſaus to the Throne of Poland, and 
abuſed him for not ſubmitting to that, which muſt have re- 
duced him to a Condition incapable of Defence or Relief. — 
Thus adding the moſt galling Inſults to the moſt irreparable In- 
juries, he endeavoured to quiet the Alarms of the People of 
Great Britain by his Emiſſaries, who were inſtructed to preach 
up a Dependance upon the good Faith of France, who in her 


Declaration of War (which ſhe fo religiouſly adhered to, as we 


have ſeen) had go eagy engaged to make no Acquiſition by 
it; thus abetting the Cauſe, and proclaiming both the Juſtice 
and Moderation of that perfidious Power.— In the mean while 
no Alliances were formed to ſupport the Emperor. — The 
Ditch, who had unwillingly been dragged by us into ſome of 
our former T reaties, — now treat with us no more; they 
had been taught by fatal Experience to dread any further Con- 
nexion with us. We neither aſſiſted the Houſe of Auftria with 
ops nor Money. — Our Squadrons fo ready to be employed 

to aggrandize the Glory of a Spaniſb Triumph, were not to be 
hazarded in the Defence of our Allies. We firſt permitted the 
French Fleets to fail into the Baltic unmoleſted, with Tr and 
Supplics to ſuſtain the Cauſe of Staniſſaus in the North In the 
next Year we ſuffered Spain to tranſport a Body of 20,000 
Horſe and Foot, and without any Attempt to interrupt them, to 
join their Troops in Italy, who before the End of that Year 
1734, raviſhed the Kingdoms of Sicily and Naples from the Em- 
peror, and added two powerful Kingdoms to the former vaſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the Houſe of Pzurbon. wats, * 
Stunn'd ' with theſe rapid Succeſſes, and almoſt inanimate 
with the Fear of Daagers, in which that very Fear had thus 
involved the World; the Miniſter. ſeemed to have forgotten 
every thing, —4during all this Time he did nothing. — But as 
violent Paſſions, from the very Cauſe of their Exiſtence, 
which is the Weakneſs of human Nature, cannot be of long 
Duration, he began to revive a little, and could not refrain, 
as ſoon as he did, to attempt again to exerciſe his Talent of 
Negociation; to which the Self-opinion of his Brother, and 
his own Apprechenfion of Arms, had given him an obſti- 
nate, fatal, and incorrigible Turn.——He began to make Pro- 


poſals, 
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(25) | 
poſils, and to offer his Mediation to the Courts both of Paris 
— "os hut the Court of Vienna ſeverely wounded 


A 
1 
* 
Xx | 

TS.” 
2 

1 
A 

J S 


with - theſe repeated Cruelties, Indignities and Ill Uſage, in the 


at of her deepeſt Calamity, diſdained and deteſted to treat 


WT with him any more and France, though ſhe had reaped 
ſo much Advantage from his Conduct, equally contemned 
the Man, to whom ſhe owed it all. For even they, who 
profit by Infidelity and Weakneſs, abhor the Authors of it.— 
Nothing proves the wretched Condition to which we had 
reduced ourſelves, and the Opinion ſhe entertained both of 
our Councils and our Arms, better than the Anſwer made 
to theſe Propoſals, by the King of France; which was con- 
cluded in theſe Words, will do my utmoſt Endeavour in Ger- 
many to weaken my Enemies ; I baue already declared that 1 
wonld not ktep Poſſeſſion of any of the Places I ſhould tale. 
Let England reft ſatisfied with this Promiſe. — She would have 
pleaſed me in her Mediation, if ſhe had not at N Time armed 

erſelf.— But I would have ber to know, that no Power in 
Europe ſhall give Law to me. And this you may tell 1 

Thus deſpiſed and treated as we juſtly deſerved by all the Pow - 
ers of Euro e, France herſelf extended more Compaſſion to her 


thought herſelf ſecure of laying the Foundation of ſuch. Debility 
in the Houſe of Auſtria, as would at leaſt enable her 
to reduce it lower when ſhe pleaſed, if ſhe ſhould find oc» 
caſion for it. She thought it more prudent to lie by after ſhe had 
done this, till ſhe might by the Emperor's Death, break the Au- 
?rian Succeſſion, and avail herſelf of the Aſſiſtance of the German 
Princes to do that then, which ſhe had no Pretence to attempt 
during his Life ; and which muſt have inevitably drawn thoſe 
very German Powers againſt her, till that Event happened ; much 


had ſown, in all Appearance, a laſting Diſcontent between the 
Empire and the Maritime Powers; ſhe had it in her Power 
to join Lerrain to her own (already vaſt) Dominions, and to 
add two Kingdoms to another of the Houſe of Bourbon : 
Both theſe Acquiſitions required ſome Time to be ſettled in a 
Way to be uſefully employed hereafter By declining any far» 
ther Advantage for the preſent, ſhe carried a Shew of Modera- 


ally deceive the Fools, who abound and ftrengthen her Party, by 
their Credulity, in every State of Europe ;—All this induced her 
to conclude Peace with the Imperial Court (in which we were 
uno Degree conſulted.) And ſhe made her Confederates ſub- 
rt to it about OSaber, 1736. „ e ee 
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greateſt Enemy than we had ſhewn to our beſt Ally. She now 


more ſhe could not have done, without their Aſſiſtance: She 


tion and voluntary Abſtinence, which ſhe knew would effectu- 
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Dy this Peace, notwithſtanding all her former Aſſurances to the 
contrary, ſhe made no Scruple to ſecure Lorrain to herſelf : Wi 
Which Country, with its Revenues, is able to furniſh and main- Wl 
tain an Army of 30,000 Men, and brought her Territories 
above 150 Miles more forward into Germany, than they had be- 
fore extended on that Side; this enabled her at a much ſhorter i 
Warning, and with a much ſuperior Force, to attack the Em- 
pire, when ſhe ſhould afterwards ſee occaſion to do it: Com- 
pleating at the ſame Time, an entire Influence over four Electors 
of the Empire, Palatine, Mentz, Triers, and Cologne. —The Ef- 
feats of which, we have viſibly ſeen by the Election of the pre- 
ſent Emperor. The Dominion given to the Infant Don Er 1 
les, reduced the Forces of the Houſe of Auſftira by above 
50,000 Men, and added an equal Number to the oppoſite Scale: 
All this the Miniſter of Britain brought about by his loudly 
ſelfrapplauded Preventive and Defenſrve Meaſures ; and this, ham- 
pered by the Conſequences of his pacifick Conduct, became, at 
length, out of his Power to prevent. 

_ the whole Period of this War, France was ſo little 
apprehenſive of our being capable to exert ourſelves in De- 
fence either of our Honour or our Intereſt, that contrary to 
what, in ſuch a Conjuncture, would have appeared a politick 

Part in her to act, took every poſſible Means to inſult, to 
diſgrace, and to triumph over our Weakneſs. — Dunkirk had been 
gradually and privately reſtored, in Contravention to the moſt 
clear and poſitive Article of the Peace of Utrecht, that it 
ſhould never be made a Port again, and the Miniſter had con- 
nived at this Violation of that Treaty; though its dangerous 
Situation in caſe of a future War with France, is ſufficiently 
known and underſtood. But now France openly employed 

Numbers of .Men to cleanſe the Harbour, and to raiſe 
tteries upon the old Foundations of the former Works ; in- 
fulted the Ships not only of our Merchants, but of the Royal 

Navy of England, in very many Inſtances, affecting the ſame 
Superiority at Sea, as ſhe had too viſibly acquired, by our Con- 
duct at Land; encouraged the Spaniards to continue their De- 
predations ; debauched and invited publickly, both them, and 
the Indian Nations in North America, to attempt our Settlements 
there; and what is even yet beyond all this, iſſued an Arret, 
commanding all the Br:t;þ Subjects then in France, upon Pain 
of the Gallies, either immediately to depart the Kingdom, or to 
mlift in her Troops; and, in Conſequence, impriſoned great 
Numbers, both of the Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh, there. 

Spam on her Part, had no ſooner diſmiſſed our Fleet, which 
had convoyed her Troops to [italy upon the Expedition before 

6 „ . mentioned; 
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mentioned; but ſhe began to treat us even worſe than ſhe had 
in- (ver done before: her Depredations were exceſſive, and her Cap- 
rics WW tures amounted to prodigious Sums ; ſhe publickly laid claim 


be- to ſome of our Provinces in America, and interrupted not on- 
rter y our general Commerce, but that of the Soutb Sea Com- 
m- pany ; which were both particularly confirmed by Treaty.—Our 
m- Trade was greatly interrupted ; and by the Barbarities of the 
tors Spaniards, and the Inſults of France, the Spirit of our Seamen, 
Ec. WW nay their very Race, was viſidly running to Decay: Yet the 


ini F, fearful * W. ar, ſubmitted to all this. 

r- At length, the Nation was exaſperated to ſuch a Point, and 

ove che Complaints and Clamours of the Merchants ecchoed fo 
WE loudly through the. whole Kingdom, that both Houſes of 


= Parliament in the latter End of the Year 1737 and the Be- 
am- ginning of 1738, could no longer refrain from exprefling a 
„at great Anxiety, at this tame Conduct, with reſpect to Spain; 
Ws declaring their Opinion, that the Inſolence of Spain ought no 
ittle longer to be endured, and that if immediate Satisfaction was not 
De- given and Security obtained to remedy what was paſt, and to 
y to prevent what we ſaw was to be expected for the Tims fo come, 
tick cis Nation muſt feek Redreſs by Arms. 
„ to The Miniſter, ſtill unable to reſolve himſelf for War, ſtill 
been WT infatuated, with the Notion of his Brother's Abilities for Ne- 
moſt gociation, depended upon his former Arts of Treaty-making,— 
at it Spain knew him now ſo well, that ſhe wantonly play'd with him; 
con- ſhe kept him off till the very Time that the Parliament was 
erous to meet, without doing any thing at all; by which ſhe reduced 
ently bim to a terrible Diſtreſs —He did not dare to meet the Par- 
oyed WW liament, after their Reſolutions and Addreſſes, and the Tem- 
raiſe per he had left them in the laſt Seſſions, without having done 
in- any Thing. —Vet the Time was come, and nothing at all was 
Loyal done.— His only Expedient was to prorogue the * ; 
ame and to make uſe of this ſhort Space to humble himſelf before 
Dan. Spain; to ſhew them the Condition he was in, and beg their 
De- Aſſiſtance, at any Rate, and upon any Terms, to give him 
| and a Lift for the preſent. Whatever Form of Words he uſed, 
E301 or in what manner ſoever this Negociation, was carried on, this 
was viſibly the Nature of it ; for he could not conceal his 
** Condition and what immediately followed, evidently proves, 
or 40 that it was fully underſtood by the *. with which he treated. 
| Spain having ſufficiently gratified her Mirth, ported with, 
and mortihed the Man, began to think that ſhe might carry the 
Jett too far; that a War, for which ſhe was not yet effeQually 
prepared, might be the ſudden Conſequence ; and that it was 
not her Intereſt to ruin a Miniſter, whoſe Puſſillanimity had 
ſerved 


* 
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(28) 
ſerved her as e for many Years; as if her own had-prefi- 
ded- over the Britiſß Councils: She therefore conſented - to 2 
| 2 under the Name of à Convention, which was figned at 
the Fardo, not ſooner than the 14th of January N. S. 1738-9. 
but then diſpatched with the utmoſt ition. ; 
* Scarce had the Courier cleaned his Boots, but the Parliament 
was called—they met the firſt of February 1738-9. and the Mi. 
niſter enlarged upon the great Advantages of this new Treaty, 
which he bragged, That he had obtained more than ever on lil: 
Occaſions was known to be obtained, more than the meſt | ſucceſsful 
Arms could have procured 5 and that this Negooctation had been the Wi 
155 conducted, aud the moft happily finiſhed, ' of any we meet with in 
History. Dat be remembered he had the laſt Seffions undertaken Wi 
10 be 'anſwerable for the Meaſures of the Government, while he had 
the Honour to be a Minifter, and that he was prepared to make gud il 
his Promiſe. —He added, that if Gentlemen would perſiſt to raiſe Wi 
a Ferment without Doors againſt this Convention, they would 
thereby render a War unavoidable. 75 3 
But the Publick were not ſo much terrified with this Argu- 
ment of an unaboidable Mar. They on the contrary knew, that | 4 
it was juſt and abſolutely neceſſary, and had been already de- 
— 7 too long; — and when this Convention was laid before the 
Houſe, which was done upon the 6th of March following, it 
did not leffen that Opinion. — 4 
And to ſhew how little Reaſon there was for that Opinion 
to be altered by it, I ſhall ſtate in a few Words, what Points 
the Nation juſtly expected to be finally adjuſted by this Treaty. 
The firſt Point, was the diſclaimmg all Right to ſearch our 
Ships in the American Seas, under Pretences of their carrying on a 
contraband and illicit Trade.—Now as there neither ever was, 
nor is any Treaty ſubſiſting between the two Nations, which 
either ſpecifies, intimates or ſuppoſes any ſuch things as centra- 
band Gods, and as if the Pretence ſhould be allowed of an illicit 
Trade, no Ships (from the Cireumſtances' of that Navigation) 
could paſs or repaſs to our own Settlements in the Vi- Indies, 
without being expoſed to be rummaged and confiſcated by the 
Spanihh Veſſels, it was abſolutely a Condition, (fine qua non) with- 
cut which, 1b could never end our Differences with that Nation. 
2%, Spain had, with intolerablè Arrogance, and upon fri- 
volous Pretences, claimed a Right to our Provinces upon the 
Coaſts of Flgrida, which included Georgia,” and a Part of Souil 


See this Speech in the Debates of the Houſe of Commons, vol. X. 3 
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Carolina. The Honour therefore and Intereſt. of this Nation, 
abſolutely required an adual Diſavowal of this pretended Right. 
2d, The Depredations committed upon our Merchants, un- 
der the frivolous and unjuſt Pretences of this contraband and 
illicit Trade, amounted to 340, ooo J. This juſt Claim and Debt 
was therefore to be allowed or paid, and this was another juſt 
Condition enpected by the Nation. 
4 hly, The King of Spain, during the former Differences, 
having ſcized the Effects of the Britiſß South-Sea Company, to 
| = the Amount of above a Million, and 68, ooo J. and during the 
ef: by former Negociations, this Sum having been allowed on his Part 
10 72 = a juſt Debt, and the South-Sea Company having on the other 
21” „band acknowledged a Debt on their Part of 68,000 l. there 
== was a Ballance ; 8 to the South-Sea Company of above a Mil- 
lion Sterling, the Payment of which was a fourth Condition erpected 
by this Nation, | ws 
Nov if the Nation had not received Satisfaction in theſe four 
Particulars, (eſpecially the two firſt) Juſtice was not procured, 
nor any Security obtained. l | : | 
Lt us therefore now ſee in what manner this Satisfaction and 
Security were provided for by this Treaty. 

As to the fir/# Condition, (our Right to free Navigation, and 
no Search, the grand Point of all our Difference,) nothing far- 
ther was provided than had been provided for twenty Years be- 
fore It was again referred to be diſcuſſed in future by Com- 
miſſaries, of which we had pu Sw ſeen the Effects before, 


and already experienced all that we had to expect from it, which 


n like 


was indubitably nothing. | | 
As to the ſecond Particular, to the great Aſtoniſnment of the 
whole Nation, they found, that their Right to Provinces, 
from which we derived a prodigious Benefit, Carolina, (which 
the Encreaſe of the Commodity of Rice, became of late 
ears one of the moſt profitable Colonics belonging to the 
Britiſh Empire ;) and Georgia, (to ſettle which the Nation had 
put itſelf to a great Expence, and which by its Situation in the 
Gulph of Fhrida, and by a proper Uſe of its Ports, might 
command the Return of the whole Spanih Treaſure, and was 
of infinite Conſequence to prevent the Conjunction of the French 
upon the Miffifipr, and their Sugar 1/lands) were not only ſub- 
. mitted to the like Diſcuſſion of Commiſſaries; but what .was 
more amazing and unworthy, that we had bound ourſelves, till 
the Deciſion of theſe Commiſſaries, not to ere any Forts, or 
to do any thing to ſtrengthen or ſecure our Poſſeſſion there, 
which was, in other. Words, to leave them in the ſame weak 
and defenceleſs State they were then notoriouſly in, to be over- 
run 


n illicit 
pation) 
Indies, 


(30) 
un upon the firſt Attempt the Spaniards ſhould thitik fit to'make 

n them. | | | | 

As to the third and fourth Particulars, it appeared, that the 
boaſted Satisfaction we had obtained for our injured Merchants, 
whoſe juſt Demand, (including that of the South-Sea Company,) 
amounted to 1, 340,000 J. was provided for as follows. 

Imprimis, The Million due to the South-Sea Company from 
the King of Spain wag left to the Deciſion of Commiſſaries, whe- 
ther it was due or not, which all Mankind underſtood to be the 
ſame thing in effect, as to have intirely given it up. 

2dly, The 68,000 J. due from the South- Sea Company, was a- 
greed to be due, and to be paid immediately. | 

34ly, As to the 340,000 /. due to our Merchants, on accoun 


of the Depredations committed upon them,—this Account was 
ſettled in the following Manner. "= 


I. 
1}, From the ſaid Claim of the Merchants was 7 
arbitrarily deducted by the Daſh of a Pen, without & 140,000 
any Reaſon at all aſſigned = 3 5 | 
2dly, The” King of Spain was allowed to deduct 
for the prompt Payment of what was never a 45,000 
to be paid - — — | 
zah, The Britiſh Nation were to allow Spain | 
for the Ships taken and deſtroyed in the Year 7718, 60,000 
h 


in Time of actual War - - 
Ahh, The South-Sea Company were to make 
immediate Payment of the 68, ooo /. due from them & (8, ooo 
to the King of Spain - 8 - 
_ © Zthly, Spain was allowed to deduct the Va- 
lue of a Ship called the Thereſa taken in the Port 
of Dublin in 1735, as alſo the Amount of what- 
ever ſhe had formerly given in Satisfaction to our 
Merchants for their ſſes; which two Sums 
amounted to more, but we ſhall only ſtate at 


27,009 


— — 


340,000 


Thus it is manifeſt that the Plan of this Treaty was laid upon 
this Ground, that the King of Spain was not to pay one 
ſingle Shilling; ſo that, in fact, all the Pretenſions, both of 
our Merchants and the South-Sea Company, were entirely given 
up by it. But what was ſtill worſe, the Court of Spain re- 
fuſed to agree, even to this Treaty, till the Miniſter had con- 
ſented to an Act, whereby the King of Spain declared, That 
he entered his Proteſt againſt the Execution of it grovifinally, = 
| cale 
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caſe the Siuth-Sra Company did not pay, in a ſhort time therein 
limited, the ſaid Sum of 68,000 /. and reſerved farther to him- 
ſelf, a Right of ſuſpending their Aſiento Contract, in caſe of 
Failure on their Part.—Now as it was impoſſible, that the South- 
Company would ever be induced to pay 68, ooo [. upon one 

WF Head of an Account, in which they had, (after the Deduction 
of that Sum,) a Balance of « Million due to them; and as theß 
did immediately after reſolve not to pay this Sum, the Caſe of 
the Nation was directly this; that Spain was prevailed upon to 
do this temporary Job for the Miniſter. 

1/t, By a publick Connivance (if it may be fo called) at their 
Pretenſions to ſearch our Ships, and to interrupt our Navigation. 
= 24, By a publick Agreement, that our Trade ſhould ſet down 
Ws unſatisfy'd with the Loſs of 1,340,000 /. ; 
34h, By a tacit Acknowledgement of the Pretenſions of Spain 
toa Part of our American Dominions. 8 
= 4h, By a poſitive Agreement to leave thoſe Dominions in a 
defenceleſs State, that Spain might ſeize them when they pleaſed. 
And 5thly, By the Suſpenſion of the {/iento Contract. 

To this Condition had our preventive and defenſive Meaſures 
now reduced us. 
With this Convention the laſt Thread of pacific Policy was 
ſpun; the Nation could endure it no longer; the Miniſter was 
at length compelled to draw the Sword, —His Majeſty's tender 
Regard, both to his ewn Honour, and to the Intereſts and Ho- 
nour of the Nation, induced him to declare War againſt Spain, 
in the Summer 1739. | 
How that War was carried on upon the ſame timid Prinei- 
ples, is but too evident, The Court of Spain had Time to 
ſtrengthen herſelf to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe became at length 
invulnerable in the //t- Indies; and the War continues ſtill, 
without a Poſſibility of any material Succeſs in our farther At- 
tempts upon that Partof her Dominions. 

And now the Diſtreſſes brought upon us by this unparallelled 
Chain of puſillanimous Proceedings, burſt like a Torrent on 
the Miniſter, who had been the Occaſion of them. Upon the 
gth of October, O. S. 1740. the Emperor died of a Cholic, at- 
tended with a Vomiting and Inflammation of the Bowels, in a 
Conjuncture ſo apt for the Views of France, that there was lit- 
tle Room to doubt, either of the Cauſe or Conſequences of 
his Death :—His Territories had been guaranteed, long before, 
under the Title of the Pragmatic Sanction, to his eldeſt Daugh- 
ter, (the preſent Queen of Hungary,) by a Majority of the Ger- 
man Princes, by Great- Britain, Denmark, Holland, Spain, and 
Francs; and of the two latter * (che one) Naples and * 

| t 
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the other) Lorrain, by no other Tenure than that of the Obſer- 
vance of this Treaty. But though France made no Scruple to 

declare, that ſhe would ſtrictly fulfil her Engagements with Re- 
gard fo the Pragmatic Sanction; and that ſhe would keep clear 
of every Thing, that ſhould reſtrain the free Choice of a new 
Emperor, and though the King of Pruſſia gave the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances, that he would ſupport it to the utmoſt of his Power; 
yet it was eaſy to ſee, that theſe Engagements would meet with 

no Regard, and that theſe Declarations were deſigned only to 
amuſe and deceive. , 

The Elector of Bavaria begun by refuſing to acknow- 
ledge the Rights of the Queen of Hungary, and aſſerting a 
Claim to her ne n December following, to the A- 
mazement of all Europe, the King of Pruſſia fell into the 

Qucen's hereditary Countries, and entered Silgſia with an Army 
of 40,000 Men.—In the ſucceeding Spring, the French march- 
ed a great Army into Germany, and joined the Bavarians ; 

they alſo ſent another great Body of Forces into Jeftphalia 
upon the Confines of the Electorate of Hanover. — The Elector 
of Saxony likewiſe marched an Army into Bohemia, 
Sweden, by the Intrigues of France, declared War againſt the 
Ruſſians By which, and by the treaſonable Practices, which 
ſhe fomented there, that Empire became incapable to aſſiſt the 
Houſe of Auſtria. The King of Naples, with a great Body of 
his own Forces, in Conjunction with a formidable Army of Spa- 
niards, both Horſe and Foot, which again were permitted by the 
Miniſter to embark, and land unmoleſted by our Squadrons, was 
prepared to attack her Italian Dominions : — And by the Influ- 
ence of France, the Elector of Bavaria was choſen Emperor,— 
Upper Auſtria was already, before the End of that Year, over- 
run; Bohemia and the greater Part of Sileſia loſt ; another 8paniſ 
Army marching towards Savoy , the King of Sardinia (from his 
dangerous Situation, and other Circumſtances) much ſuſpected; 
the Electoratę of Hanover unavoidably compelled by ſuperiour 
Forceto a Neutrality ; the Dutch intimidated by the ſame Force ; 
Denmark, encouraged by France, and wholly occupied to make 
its Advantage of the Troubles in the North ; and Great- Britain 
exaſperated to the utmoſt Verge of - Patience, upon the very 
Brink of domeſtic Confuſion, ſtill directed by the oe Min- 
ter. From this Situation of Affairs, and from the Temper of 


the People, naturally reſulting from it, wholly incapacitated 

Fd from affording any material Aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hun- 
ga, but perſevering to demonſtrate, even in this laſt Criſis, 

by his Conduct of the Spaniſh War, and by his Permiſſion of the 
Spaniſi Embarkations, that his Inclinations were as foreign 5 

ä is 
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his Abilities to a vigerous Exertion of the Power of this Nation, 
at a Time, when Councils, even deſperately violent, ſeemed the 
only Poſſibility, under Heaven, to preſerve us and Europe from 
Deftruftion,—Even yet, incorrigibly bent upon inconſiſtent 
Schemes of Negociation, he turned his Thoughts to a Project 
of more Temerity and Indiſcretion than ever he had hitherto 
projected, and attempted to form an Alliance to diſmember Pru/- 
fia,—Thus overwhelmed on every Side; Great Armies of 
French, Bavarians, Pruſſians and Saxons within a fews Days 
March of Vienna; and no Part of her Territories unmoleſted, 
but the remote Dominions of Hungary ; and thoſe States, that 
bordered on the Turk, in daily Expectation of being attacked 
likewiſe from that Quarter, the unhappy Queen of Hungary 
was thrown, for her only Reſource, upon a People, who, till this 
Time, had never afforded any Aſſiſtance to their Sovereign; 
but had, on the contrary, taken all Occaſions to rebel and join 
a foreign Power. Her veteran Troops all deſtroy'd in the late 
War againſt the Turk ; the Fountains of Supply from her 
richeſt Countries, then in the Poſſeſſion of her Enemies, wholly 
turned againſt her, —This was the Condition to which the onl 
Power, that could maintain the Balance, and without which 
no rational Man can think, that this Nation can long ſubſiſt 
without becoming a Province to France, was brought by this 
determined Suite of the preventive and defenſive Meaſures of the 
Britiſh Miniſter. e 
Such was the State of our Affairs, when the preſent Parlia- 
ment begun its firſt Seſſions upon the firſt of December, 
1741. I might expatiate here, to aggravate the wretched 
ondition to which this Country was reduced ; but I am far 
from meaning to repreſent this Conduct, in the worſt Light 
that it might bear : My View is very different. Exaſperated 
"as the People are already, he that attempts to encreaſe the 
Flame, deſerves to periſh in it.— Would to God it were for- 
piven, upon Conditioa that it could be forgot ; but it cannot 
e forgot, nor will, for this Reaſon, ever be forgiven : My 
Meaning therefore neither is to attempt the one nor the other. 
—But my Endeavour is to divert the Publick from that mad 
Reſentment, which muſt complete their Ruin. Ill ſhall ſhortly 
come to ſhew, how far already this Reſentment has miſled 
them, —How, deviating from the only Principle, that can 
warrant Puniſhment, they wound their Country and them- 
ſelves in the Extravagance of Paſſion.— The Purſuit of Pu- 
niſhment, when no good End can poſſibly be anſwered by it, 
is Revenge; Revenge with Nations, as well as with pri- 
rate Men, is in itfelf deteſtable ; and, in its Conſequences, 
fatal, Let Sweden be the Mirror to refle& the Face of this 
9 tg Nation : 


— 
* 
. q 
— — — 
— * 


— 


— 4 2 
* . — —_— 
- - * 
—— N Xx , 4 -_ * * —— une 
— —— ons «4 * m 
% 


(34) 

Nation: We have lately ſeen that brave, that free People, puſb- 
ing violently their own Deftruttion with a ſtrange Similitude of 
Fate —Firft, by ruinous Meaſures brought into deplorable Circum- 
flances ; then purſuing ſanguinary Vengeance on their Miniſters ; 
Miniſters, from the Paſſion of the Time, neither ſafe td be given 
up, nor to be ſaved ; tearing every Fence of Government and Con- 
fiitution down, to reach the Object of their Hatred; artfully led 
on, under this Pretence, to abuſe their Liberty with a dangerous 
wi: | Licence ; gry themſelves entitled, becauſe they meet with Ob- 

1 firuttion in this View, to invade the Privileges of all the other 
| Parts of their Legiſlature; yet all this Time, ftupidiy forgetful of 
the very Gauſe, for which alone they ought in Fuſtice to condemn 
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al. | the Conduct of thoſe Miniſters, and to be thus enraged, embar- 
| | G raſſing their Government, labouring to plunge it ſtill deeper, by per- 
| | ſevering in the ſame Foreign Meaſures, into the ſame Evil, and 


i "i to prevent their wiſeſt and moſt haneft Men from availing themſelves 
18 of the moſt fortunate Opportunities to preſerve the Nation, and to 

1 | | retrieve 770 Errors; till at length, from the Sag of popular 
ql | Power, the Weakneſs of their Government, the Want of Virtue 
1 in Particulars to reſiſt the Temptation of a falſe Popularity, and 
vil! the Want of Courage to withſtand a factious Calutnny, they were 


encouraged to attempt direct Rebellion, in Favour of a Pretender, 
whoſe Advancement to the Throne was morally certain to fix the 
Chains of Arbitrary Power for ever on their Country, 

After this, ſome may poſſibly demand, Why then have you 
recalled to publick View, theſe former Errors of the Miniſter ? 
\ have done it with ſolid Reaſon. — The Sore, that rankles, muſt 
be opened and deeply probed : The Man, who would, in this 
Diſorder of the Publick, ſerve his Country, cannot hope to do 
it by N Faults, Fo deny notorious Truths, is an At- 
tempt to impoſe upon Mankind, too groſs to be borne; the Na- 
tion is honeſt, though it is deceived, and will liſten to no Ar- 
guments, that are obviouſly diſhoneſt and uncandid. Not to ac- 
knowledge this, would be to accuſe the People of unjuſt Reſent- 
ment during a Space of 20 Years :—And, as in the preſent Con- 
junRure, I think it my Duty to accuſe them of unjuſt Reſent- 
ments, and to convince them that they are juſtly accuſed ; by a 
contrary Conduct, I could not fain to provoke, inſtead of heal- 
ing Animoſities ; to lay a Foundation of Prejudice, which no 
Solidity of Reaſon could be able to remove; and infallibly de- 
ſeat the honeſt Intention, which alone has led me to give the 
Publick and myſelf the Trouble of this Diſcourſe. 

It was likewiſe neceſſary to do this for ſeveral very impor- 
tant Ends, to give the Clue to the true Source of our Misfor- 
tunes, and to the Origin of the late Oppoſition ;3 which can be 
the only Means, either to moderate the Rage ot the Publick, to 
f | | remove 
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remove their Prejudices, to diſtinguiſh their Friends, to direct 
them to the Knowledge of oe ee to preſerye their juſt 
Attachment to their Prince, and to maintain the e 
of their Country. x 

For when the People miſtake the Cauſe, their Concluſions 
muſt be falſe and dangerous—their Opinion of thoſe, who ſee 
more clearly, and act the beſt for their roar” eaſily abuſed— 
they are liable from falſe Cauſes aſſigned by wicked and artful 
Men, to think deſperately of Government, and to ſeck for Re- 
medies not adapted to the Difeaſe, and of ſo violent a Nature, 
as to tear the Body Politick to Pieces. 

And that this has been the Caſe, will become very manifeſt 

a due Conſideration of this DeduQion of our Affairs du- 
ring the late Adminiftration—the People not conſidering well 
the Spring of this unhappy Train of Conduct, have been falſely 
and infamouſly taught, that it took its Riſe from the Treachery 
of the Miniſter, and from a low and private Prejudice in the 
Prince to his Foreign Dominions, abetted by a Band of corrupt 
Mercenaries, and ſupported by the Defects of a Conſtitution, 
which gave too much Power to the Crown—None of which is 
true, 

It was the Embarraſſment of our Affairs by the Peace of 
Utrecht, a timid, obſtinate, and perhaps ſelfiſh Character in theMi- 
niſter.—It was the unavoidable Conſequences of the Treaty of 
Hanover, which was made before his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, for which he was therefore not anſwerable, and which 
it was very difficult to remedy.—It was a Chain of Circum- 
ſtances, neither derived from a greater Degree of Corruption 
than will be founded in any opulent State upon Earth, nor from 
any Defects, but what (or worſe) muſt exiſt in the pureſt Con- 
ſtitution under Heaven: All which will more fully appear by the 
following Deduction. 

But to return — In this Criſis of Affairs, Ruin abroad ap- 
peared almoſt impoſſible, highly improbable to prevent, —the 
Nation at home in ſuch a Ferment, that nothing but Confuſion 
was by every rational Man expeQed.—To prevent either, it was 
obvious that the Miniſter muſt be removed, the Publick neither 
would, nor could have engaged in thoſe expenſive Undertakings 
which were our only Reſource, under the Conduct of ſuch a 
Man.—But how to effect this Change was the great Labour, — 
There is Reaſon to belieye, that his Majeſty was as much con- 
vinced of the Neceſſity of a Change, as the Miniſter was con- 
vinced that it was high time to prepare for it, —It was even 
certain, that the beſt Men in the Oppoſition began to fear 


greatly the Effects of the Spirit they had raiſed, however neceſ- 
| "3 ws ſary, 
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fary, however juſt it had been to raiſe it; but the preateſt 
Danger of all was to have deſiſted in that Conjuncture. Thus 
even they who were moſt ſenſible of the dangerous Ferment, 
were by Neceſſity compelled to raiſe it ſtill higher to prevent its 
fatal Effet, —Oppoſition was redoubled with a Degree of Fury, 
which nothing but this Circumſtance could warragt.—The Di- 
lemma was great on all Sides—the more the Miniſter was preſſed, 
the more difficult and dangerous it was both for him and for the 
Publick to give way—and had he been difintereſted enough to 
have reſigned his Power, to ſpeak honeſtly, there was Hazard 
both to his own Perſon, to the Intereſt of his Maſter, and the 
| Conſtitution of his Country.,—It was dangerous to depend 
upon the Moderation of a Party ſo combined as it now appeared 
to be, and heated with ſo unavoidable a Fury, On the other 
hand, it was impoſſible for the honeſt Men, embarked againſt 
him, to have deſiſted eithęer.— Matters had been driven too far 
to xely upon the Prudence of their Antagoniſt, and they had 
too many Examples to venture to truſt that ever this Danger 
could reclaim his indomptable Spirit of Peace, It wes very 
unſaſe, both for the Publick and themſelves to have riſqued the 
double Danger of their Enemies, and the Reſentment of their 
Friends, —If by ſuch an indiſcreet Retreat, they had much weak- 
ened thein Party, they could not have had ſufficient Aſſurance, 
that the Miniſter would have made that juſt and wiſe Uſe of it, 
which could. have been their only Inducement for ſo diſintereſted 
a Meaſure, —He might have employed this Acceſſion of Strength, 
to have confirmed himſelf in his imprudent Politicks, to have 
ruined Liberty, under the Pretence of deſtroying Faction, and 
Kave taken this Opportunity to have wreaked his private 
Revenge. — Again, if this Conduct ſhould have had a different 
Effect, and not much weakened the Party they left, it muſt 
have ſerved only to precipitate the Views of bad Men, and left 
the Nation diſtracted and mad under the Lead and Direction of 
the worſt and moſt dangerous Perſons in the Kingdom. Upon 
the whole, it was neither in the Power of the one to retire, nor 
the other to de/i/?. 5 8 
Moſt certain it is, whatever the ignorant Vulgar may think, 
or wicked Men pretend, that the domeſtick Peace was at this 
Conjuncture in the utmoſt Hazard, and that at this Hour we 
had been involved in horrible Confuſion, if his Majeſty's Pru- 
dence had not dictated, and aſſiſted us in the middle Way of 
Moderation, in which all Safety conſiſts, by yielding to a 
Change of the Miniſter, and yet reſolving to defend the Perſon 
ef the Man removed, from the Rage and Pary of the Time. By 
this Meaſure, that intire Victory of Party, which muſt have 
| produced 


_ 


. * <P . q IBS aka; 2 v 8 odd & PF * _ ME - 
. E TS OTE WEST TIER e —— q ener 
ee Farne c Pf 1 AS THEE 


& £F? 2 
n 


* a 
3s rt 
. * E nl 


$— 


(37) 
produced inſufferable Inſolence, and raiſed unforeſeen, extra- 
t and irrefiſtable ExpeRations, was awarded with its Con- 
ſequences, which, like a Torrent, would have broke in upon 
us, and in a mercileſs manner ſwept away both good and bad 
who had given Oppoſition to it, and probably carried before 
it, in its Tide of Reformation, all the Guards and Securities 
of this happy Conſtitution. —Had the Government been taken 
Storm, had the People been once blooded, who can ſay 
where he would have ſtopt, or who could have Authority to 
have caſt down the Bar before them.—In ſuch Conjunctures, 
Reaſon and Experience ſhew us, that the private Soldier drives 
his Officer before him—all Order and Diſcipline are at an End— 
and whoever endeavours to reſtrain the Violence, is looked upon 
as an Enemy, diveſted of his Command, and new Leaders 
choſen out of thoſe, who with moſt Fury, and leaſt Remorſe, 
will carry Devaſtation furtheſt, By this Meaſure therefore, 
Time was given for many to reflect, who in the Heat of ſuch an 
Event, would have been hurried Lengths they never intended 
to. have gone, and plunged into Precipices, which many, who 
have eſcaped already, conſider with Horror, that they lately 
ſtood ſo near, and which many more, as they conſider and cool, 
will every Day look back upon with equal Terror, —This Mea- 
ſure likewiſe afforded Opportunity to make the proper Altera- 
tions by ees, and with a deliberate Choice, to put the pub- 
lick Affairs into the Hands of Men, who were diſtinguiſhed, 
rather, by their Abilities and Integrity, than by their Heat and 
Paſſion, or popular Accompliſhments.—lt gave room to weaken 
Faction, by the Gratification of ſome warm Men, but to do it fo, 
as not to encourage its haſty Growth again—lt prepared a way 
for a laſting Change of Meaſures, and ſecured an Intereſt to 
ſupport them at the ſame Time ; as it enabled thoſe who had 
acted under the former Adminiſtration upon wrong Principles of 
Policy without Fear of Ruin, or Shame of Tergiverſation, 
tacitly to reclaim their Conduct, and prevented that fatal Evil, 
(which was otherwiſe inevitable, and muſt have brought our Af- 
fairs into a worſe Condition than ever,) the raifing a new Op- 
poſition out of the defeated Party, whoſe Number, though de- 
teated, were at this very Conjuncture equal to thoſe by whom they | 
had been compelled to yield. —Thus this prudent Firmneſs on © 
the one hand, and prudent Condeſcenſion on the other, mani- 
teſtly ſaved this Nation from Perdition—the beſt, the moſt able, 
the moſt conſiderable Men, and thoſe of the true Whig Prin- 
ciple, were ſeparated from a wicked Party, with whom Neceſ- 
lity had obliged them formerly to unite, and who were upon the 


Point of getting the Direction of the Publick into their Hands, 
C3 under 
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under the Pretence of delivering it from another Danger, which, 
eat as it was, could not 1 than that. — And thus the 
overnment now ſtands upon the Foundation of a true Wh 
Intereſt, upon which alone it can ſafely ſtand, ſupported by Men, 
united by the manifeſt Revival of that Principle, which would 
bring them both to Ruin. l N 
We are now come to that Period of Time, when the late 
Oppoſition ceaſed, and a Separation was made between the Whigs 
and the Tories ; they had travelled on in the ſame Road to this 
Point of a Change of the Miniſter ; and the Power to change 
the Meaſures was in their own Hand.—This, as I have very 
ſufficiently ſhewn, was the firſt and ſole Intention of the Mbit, 
ſo that their Journey was at an End; but the others were to 
travel further, and we ſhall ſhortly ſee through what miry 
Paths they went.— It was almoſt a Miracle they had kept Cam- 
any ſo long.— The Tories had plainly ſhewn, upon the late 
| hong how little they were to be depended upon, even in 
the Proſecution of their common View; and for the Whigs, 
they had never pretended, never given any Encouragement to 
think, that they ſhould continue Oppoſition longer than till 
they had carried theſe Points. —Nay, till this Event, the Teries 
. themſelves affected to intend no more.—All Men of Senſe, 
who knew them well, knew, that this was only Colour, 
to take away Suſpicion of their dangerous Deſigns. —W hat 
happened was therefare no rize to them, and ſo far from 
being condemned for it, their Principles and Views being thus 
widely different, they muſt both have been truly inconſiſtent 
with themſelves, if they had not both done as they did. 
A Change of the Adminiſtration being naw hecome abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary, the Equality of Parties being ſuch, that no 
Buſineſs could be carried on, this Change was reſolved, —In, 
order to effect it, it was neceſſary to adjourn the Houſe, —TIt 
required ſome Time to deliberate upon the firſt Changes, and 
for thoſe Members of the Oppoſition, who were to be firſt taken 
in, to be rechoſen. | | 
To this Adjournment (which was for 15 Days) all the Houſe 
agreed, the Whigs knowing the Neceſſity of it, and that a 
Change could not be ſafely made without it, and with theſe con- 
curring all thoſe who had private Views, and expected to reap 
a perſonal Benefit from this Change. The Leaders of the 75 
ries, Who have ſince treated this ſure. as iniquitous in the 
higheſt Degree, made no Ohjection to it then; they had one 
or other of the two Reaſons before- mentioned to induce them 
to it. The Reader may aſſign that which be thinks moſt proba- 
ble, upon a Conſideration of their ſubſequent Behaviour. 
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In this Conjuncture, theſe Gentlemen thought it highly ne- 


ceſſary to make their Appearance at the Court, to which ſome 


had never gone ſince the Acceſſion of the preſent Royal Family 
upon the Throne and many had abſented themſelves ſo long, 
that they feared they might be forgotten, which was by no 
Means convenient, when ſo many great Employments were to 
be conferred in à few Days.—-It was neceſſary to convince the 
Prince, that their only Reaſon for abſtaining from this Demon- 
Aration of ReſpeR before, was the ill Opinion of the late Mi- 
niſter, and that they were now ready to ſupport his Majeſty's 
Meaſures, as warmly as the beſt Friends he had; but alas! the 
Sincerity of their Reconciliation, and the ſecret Condition of 
it, unhappily for them, were both as well underſtood at that 
Time, in the Place to which they went, as they have ſince been 
Clearly manifeſted in the Nation, | 5 
Thus far all Things proceeded well and quietly—not a Word 
was uttered of any farther Reformation. The People were then 
ſuffered to think. as they were naturally diſpoſed to do. A Change 
7 the Miniſter, and the Intraduc tian 1 oneſt Men into the chie 
ments, was thought the utmoſt Objett of the Peoples wil. 
what muſt in the end enſure whatever elſe was wanting, 
Tranquility continued till an Honourable Gentleman, who 
had been conſiderable in the Oppoſition, was made Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, —This began to claſh with the Ex- 
Hations of others; but ſtill, as there were many great 
mployments left, they were not yet tranſported far enough 
to declare a new Breach—ſo that they ſuffered this Gentle- 
man to be re- elected without any Oppolition, — The. next 
Thing done was the Appointment of the new Treaſury, which 
when they found compoſed of that Set of Men called Mhige, 


and but one Tory admitted upon that Bench, they began to 


murmur openly.-—Þut it was ftill too ſoon ta take their final 
Reſolution— the Boards of Admiralty and Trade wete not yet 
actually ſettled, and they waited. the Event of the Diſpoſition 
there.—But when that of the Admiralty was taken into Conſi- 
deration, for which ſome of the leading Tories were defigned (and 
which are all willing to accept) His Majeſty having refuſed 
to admit one particular Perſon, and they thinking that the 
Reaſon aſſigned for that Exception, might be a dangerous Pre- 
cedent, which mult equally affect great Numbers of their Body, 
it was reſolved to exert themſclyes upen this Occaſion, — They 
accordingly inſiſted ſtrongly for this Perſon, and for ſome o- 
thers, and in fine, for ſuch a Diſpoſition there, as was impoſſible, 
to be complied with—which as ſoon as they found, and that 
the other Offices were not yet propoſed to be changed, they 
refolyed to keep no further Meaſures, Nothing was to be left 


to 
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to the Diſpoſal of the Sovereign, as ſoon as it appeared that he 
would not wholly reſign himſelf into the Hahds of Tories, an 
that he preſumed to make Difficulties in admitting, even 
one of thoſe, who had been ever marked, by their Friends as 
well as Enemies, as the Leaders of a Party, which deſerve a 
onger Denomination, Re ur. | 

Some few Men of a different Principle, who deſerve a bet- 
ter Fate, by the Heat of Paſſion, the Effects of Ambition, 
and the common Fear of not being provided for to their Wiſhes 
upon this Occaſion, unhappily fell at this Time into the Views 
of theſe People; upon whoſe Shoulders they vainly ima- 
ng they might lift themſelves to what they now began to 
ear they ſhould never reach; among theſe, a Man, whoſe 


” 


Merits, Abilities and Weight entitled him to the higheſt 
Efteem of all Parties, whoſe Error (of which he has been 
fince too late convinced) is repaired to his own Conſcience, by 
his retiring from them ; but can never be repaired to his Coun- 
try, by his having retired from its Service in Conſequence of 
it.— This Appearance of a few J/higs on their Side had a very 
fl Effect: Under this Colour, they paſſed for what they have 
fince ſhewn they were not: Many young and undiſtinguiſh- 
ing Men, and many of the People, having no Apprehenſions 
to engage with an Oppoſition, which they ignorantly think 
directed by Y/hig Principles, becauſe they ſee a few Whigs a- 
mong them: And the Difficulty of breaking from ſuch Engage- 
ments of Party, being ſo great, that few have Honeſty or Spirit 
to do it now, when they are convinced of their Miſtake, —But 
as we have already obferved in the Beginning of this Paper, 
All Oppeſitions are compoſed of Individuals of all Denominations : 
Aud an Oppeſition is not leſs a Whig Oppoſition, awe it is joined 
by Jacobites and Tories; ner a Jacobite or Tory Oppoſition leſs 
a Faction, becauſe it is joined by Whigs : But the Difference lies 
in the Spirit, that predominates, and in the Men that direft,— 
For, if the Whigs have the Aſcendant and can force the reſt into 
their Meaſures, Methods fafe and honeſt are 8 
if the Jacobites or Tories have th: Lead, or V 
the Name of Leaders, and are in Reality driven, by the Spirit of 
thoſe with whom they are connected, the Meaſures of Oppoſition 
are then equglly carried on un the Jacobite or Tory Views, as 
we ſhall prove it to be the Caſe at this Time; and ſuch an Oppeſi- 
tion is, to all Intents and Purpoſes, a Jacobite or Tory Faction. 
Thus hurried by Impatience, heated by Deſpair, the Faction, 
with theſe unnatural Allies, after a vain and tedious ExpeQa- 
tion of cight Days (for ſo much of the fifteen Days of the 
Adjournment had already paſſed, and they were not yet wo 
Stat ma vide 


higs only bear 
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vided for) upon the 11th of February, 1741-2, a Day, which 
perhaps this Nation, may have Reaſon never to forget, they 
came to a final Breach, From this exact Period may be dated 
the Death of the late memorable Oppoſition, and the Birth of 
a fatal Faction, who have already laid the Foundation of Cala- 
mities, which will require much Wiſdom and Virtue to avert 
and which only that Providence, that has already ſo often re- 
markably interpoſed to fave this Nation, can entirely preſerve it 
Y It was given out in dark Whiſpers, that the hig Leaders 
= of the Oppoſition, who, by their Abilities and Services had 
obtained the foremoſt Rank, in whoſe Hands the Settlement of 
= this great Affair therefore naturally lay, and with whom, from 
the Rnowiedge of their Principles, the Government could only 
treat, had betray'd their Party ; that the Circumſtances of this 
Treaſon were ſuch as to require a Conjunction of all honeſt Men 
to reſiſt and to defeat it ; that the Proof was undeniable, and that 
it was neceſſary the Matter ſhould be laid open before the whole 
Oppoſition : The Members of the Oppoſition were all ſum- 
moned, and the Expectation of Mankind raiſed to the hi 
Pitch: As well they, who underſtood the Nature of thi 

ing, as they, who underſtood it not, out of equal Curioſity con- 
curred to attend it : And among the reſt, the Gentlemen, who 
conducted the new Settlement, and thoſe, who had been already 
taken into Employment, were deſired to be preſent to defend 
themſelves againſt this formidable Accuſation. 

The Charge was introduced with great Solemnity ; * Gen- 
© tlemen were reminded of the dangerous Situation to which 
© the Nation had been brought by the late Adminiſtration ; 
* how gloriouſly and ſteadily they had perſevered in the Op- 
« poſition z how happily at length their honeſt Endeavours, 
and the juſt Spirit of the People, had brought them in Sight of 
the long wiſh'd-for Port; that as every Set of Men had con- 
© tributed to bring this important Point to bear, it was 
* juſt all Denominations of Men ſhould receive an equal Re- 
5 ward of their Virtue ; that if a proper Uſe were made of 
this happy Conjuncture, this Reward might be obtained; 
that the total Rout of the | Miniſterial Party was what they 


all. ——But that there was too much Reaſon to fear, that 
this Uſe would not be made of the happy Opportunity; 
that a few Men had preſumed, without communicating their 
© Proceedings to that Aſſembly, to take this Work upon them- 
** ſelves; that by their Manner of doing it, they had ſufficient 
** Cauſe to apprehend they did not mean the general Ad- 
vantage; 


„ fhad a Right to expect; and that this would make Room for 
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« vantage z that they had been now eight Days in this Em- 
„ ployment ; and by the few Offices they had as yet beſtowed, 
< they were juſtly to be accuſed of not acting with the Vigour 
<& that was expected of them by the whole People. That a- 
< mong other things, what adminiſtered Matter of great Jea- 
<« louſy was the Choice of thoſe already preferred; that this 
< Choice having fallen principally upon Mhigt, it was an ill O- 
C men for the Tories; and that if they were not to be pro- 
c vided for, the happy Effects of the Coalition of Parties muſt 
he deſtroyed, and Parties again revived. to the great Prejudice 
« of the Nation; that it was therefore highly neceſſary to 
“ unite cloſely, to keep firmly together, and to continue to 
„ oppoſe, with the fame Vehemence as ever, till Juſtice was 
« done the Tories, and till the Adminiftration was founded 
upon the broad Bottom of both Parties.” | | 
' A Rizht Honourable Gentleman, ſince advanced into ano- 
ther Houſe of Parliament, with whom the Management of this 
Change was Chiefly entruſted, together with ſome of thoſe, 
who were lately taken into Employment, anſwered theſe Ob- 
jections to their Conduct with great Temper, . They firſt 
© obſerved, how hard a Treatment they had met with in return 
<« for the long Services they had done their Country, and the 
Share they had confeſſodly had in bringing the Oppoſition to 
*< the Point at which it was arrived, now upon frivalous Pre- 
& tences, and a Jealouſy in the Nature of Things, not yet 
* poſlibly grounded upon any ſolid foundation, to be brought 
4 before fuch a Tribunal, accuſed publickly in the Face of the 
*, whole World, of that, which no ſingle Man dare in pri- 
vate, to their Faces, charge them with; loaded with Suſpi- 
« cions, which once raiſed are hardly ever to be wiped off by any 
Conduct; and branded with the Imputation of an ima- 
« pinary Crime, fo eofily to be believed in the then Temper 
of th Nation ;— that they deſerved a very different Uſage, 
* by the Integrity, with which they had hitherto proceeded, 
and with which they were determined to proceed: That 
as to the taking the Management of this Affair into their 
1 own Hands, the Overtures having been made to them; 
it was their Duty, and it would have been the Duty 
of any Man, to whom they had been made, to have uſed 
his beſt Abilities to have brought about a happy Settlement, 
after the Diviſions, by which this Country had been fa long 
*© torn ; and which could not longer ſubſiſt without the utter 
Ruin of the Intereſts of this Nation abroad, and the Dan- 
e ver of fatal Diſturbances at Home: That the ſuperficial Vut- 
gar might imagine it a more proper and equitable way - 
| refer 
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refer this Settlement to the Deciſion of the whole Party; 


but that no Man of tolerable Underſtanding and rience 
could cheriſh an Idea ſo impracticable and abſurd ; that Go- 
vernment was not yet reduced to ſuch a Point, as to ſur- 
render at Diſcretion, eſpecially to an Enemy, who had de- 
clared ſo publickly they would give no Quarter ; that Go- 
vernment neither could, would, nor ought to be taken by 
Storm; and that it behoved Gentlemen to confider what 
muſt inevitably be the Conſequence of ſuch an Attempt ; 
that the great Points were to change the Miniſter, and to 
change the Aeaſures: That the one was viſibly already done, 
and would engage to perform the other. That, as to the 
Diſtribution of Employments, there was neither Juſtice, De- 
cency, Duty, or Moderation, in dictating to the King, how 
to diſpoſe of every Preferment in the State; that his Ma- 
jeſty had ſhewed a Diſpoſition to comply with the Deſires 
of his People in the moſt effectual Manner; for he had al- 
ready ſupplied the principal Miniſterial Poſts with Men, who 
had hitherto been moſt confided in by the People, and ſuch 
as could not have given Occaſion to the People to have 
changed their Opinion of them ; becauſe, though nominated, 
they had none of them yet done any ſingle Act of Office: 
That as to the Changes already made, they were as nume- 
rous as the Importance of the Matter, and the Nature of 
the Thing could poſſibly admit ſo ſoon, and that it might 
have been more to the Credit of their Party, if their 
Patience had extended a little longer than the few Days, that 
had paſſed ſince the Time of their Adjournment.—As to 
the partial Diſtribution of Employments to the Vbigs, that 
as far as their Intereſt ſhould hereafter extend, they would 
uſe it faithfully to his Majeſty, and their Country, by 
recommending ſuch to ſerve him, whoſe Principles they 


knew had been miſrepreſented, and who were true to 


his Family, let their Appellations be what they would : 
But that it might be well ſuppoſed a Work of ſome 
Time, to remove ſuſpicions inculcated long, and long 
credited, with Regard to a Denomination of Men, who 
had formerly been thought not heartily attached to the In- 
tereſt of the Prince upon the Throne ; that ſome Inſtances, 
of this Intention, had been already given in the late Re- 
movals, and there would be many more, but that it muſt 
depend upon the prudent Conduct of the Tories themſelves, 
wholly to aboliſh -theſe unhappy Diſtinctions of Party. In 
fine, they begged of them to conſider how falſe a Step they had 
already made,—and that this paſſionate and groundlefſs Di- 


„ viſion, 
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«« viſion, would infallibly give new C to the Party they 
had juſt ſubdued ; that it diſcovered a Weakneſs, of which 
Advantage would be certainly taken ; that it muſt inevitably 
4 Jefſen the Power of thoſe who were employed, and if perſiſted 
c in, would in a great Meaſure prevent the Succeſs of their 
Views, both for the Publick, and their Friends.“ | 

It is not to be ſuppoſed, that any of theſe Reaſons had much 
weight on the different ſides of the Queſtion. —The Abuſe and 
Indecency, with which the Gentlemen newly taken into the 
Adminiſtration were treated, upon this Occaſion, plainly con- 
vinced them, and every intelligent Man, that the Deſign of 
this Meeting was to throw them off, that the Tories might 
now diſengage themſelves from the Direction of the I bigt, 
under whoſe Conduct they had been reſtrained, and with whom 
* never expect to carry the Point they had in View. 
— 7 could never have taken a better Opportunity, than 
that of the National Ferment of the Time, nor have done 
it with leſs Suſpicion, or encreaſed their Numbers more, than 
by doing it, when the Suſpicions of Men were, as they always 
are in ſuch Conjunctures, diverted another Way, and when 
the Fears, Diſappointments and Diſguſts of many of different 
Principles, naturally led them all to join with any Set of Men 
that till continued to oppoſe. We have already obſerved how 
far theſe Paſſions had miſled ſome Mbigs, that, inſenſible of the 
fooliſh Part they play'd, they lent their Names to colour the De- 
ſigns of the Tories, and became the Tools to preſs publickly for 
their Admiſſion into Employments, which they could not, with 
any Decency, nor without diſgracing themſelves with the Peo- 
ple, have ſo glaringly inſiſted upon themſelves, 

The Publick quickly found the Effect of this wicked Con- 
duct, for it deſerves no better Name. It was no ſmall Aſto- 
niſhment to many, who had hitherto concurted in the 
Oppoſition, and gave no ſmall Diſguſt to obſerve it. No 
Man of Senſe and Honeſty thought he could juſtify ad- 
hering longer to a Set of Men, whoſe Party View was now 
ſo openly avowed, and who, like a Band of Huſſars, had a- 
bandoned themſelves to the Plunder, even before the Battle 
was half. done ; they knew the Conſequence muſt be, at leaft, 
that this mercenary Conduct would ſuffer the Miniſter to eſcape 
uncenſured.—All. therefore they could hope farther to do, was 
to prevent his Return into his former Station, and to procure 
a Change in his Syſtem of Politicks, to get the beſt Laws 
they could, to prevent the like Abuſe of Power, and at 
leaſt to ſecure it in the Hands of thoſe," who they thought lealt 
likely to abuſe it in their own Time. It is true, they never 

e intended 
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intended to have- given the Tories the Lead in the Govern- 
ment, or to have made a Tory Adminiſtration 4 from the Na- 
ture of that Party which I have ſufficiently explained already, 
had been falſe both to their King and Country, if they 
had done it.— But they honeſtly did intend to have promoted 
the moſt moderate of that Party, deſirous of _— this 
Experiment, as many as they could, in Affection to his Majeſty 
and his Royal Family ; to which the Gratification of private 
Expectations is with ſome a very neceſſary Step.— But their 


much farther for them, and had they preſſed it after this, their 
own Principles muſt have come into «= gen hg had there- 
fore juſt Grounds to have made a total Separation from them; 
but from a Regard to their Country, they ſtifled their Reſent- 
ments; they advanced ſeveral Tories ſhortly after, and ſome 
into very great Poſts ſince that Time.— They united to pro- 
mote an Enquiry into the Conduct of the late Miniſter, which 
they puſhed as far as the Strength of the oppoſite Party, who 
were now rallied upon theſe Diviſions, could poſſibly admit, 
and far enough to ſhew ſuch Errors in his Adminiſtration, 
as rendered it impoſſible for him to be employ*d again. They 
engaged the Government to purſue Meaſures entirely oppoſite 


their Principle of ſupporting the Houſe of Auſtria, - and fur- 
niſhed her with effectual Supplies; and they carried a Place 
Bill to leſſen the Miniſterial Influence in Parliament.—In Fo- 
reign Affairs they did every Thing that could be wiſhed, and 
much more than could have been expected; in Domeſtic, they 
went, if not quite as far, as perhaps they might have ſafely gone, 
yet as far as they could go ſafely in ſuch a Ferment ; or indeed, 
as they were able to go, when thus deſerted and weakened by 
the Madneſs of theſe "ih | 
We have now ſhewn the Commencement of the preſent 
Oppoſition, which from its Origin may be eaſily judged what 
it is.—Its Origin plainly was, not from any wrong Meaſur 

in the Leaders of the late Oppoſition, for (as they juſtly ob- 
—ſerved themſelves) they had as yet done nothing when they were 
thus deſerted ; no more than eight Days had paſled ſince the 
Retreat of the Miniſter ; and the Parliament had not yet met 
ſo that it was impoſſible the Faction could have done it 
from any Obſervation of their wrong Behaviour there.—Had 
the Tories been as wholly proſcribed, as it was falſely ſuggeſted 


the Principle of bringing them into Employment, or was it 
the Right, or the Concern of the People to inſiſt who ſhould 
"0 have 


Conduct was ſuch, as diſabled them from carrying their Views 


to the pacific Plan fo long fatally purſued ; they maintained 


they were intended to be, was the late Oppoſition began upon 
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| have the moſt beneficial Places The Principle of the late 
Oppoſition was, as it has been fully ſhewn, to bring back this 
Nation to its true Politicks with Regard to the Houſe of Auftria, 
and the Balance of Power, —Was the Purſuit of Places ever 
avowed to be the Grounds of Oppoſition? it has been indeed 
_ fatirically imputed to be ſo upon all Occaſions, but it was never 
ſupported by the Publick upon that footing, nor eyer avowedly 
confeſſed to be fo, by any Oppoſition, before this which now 
diſtracts this Country; and which I therefore juſtly and truly call 
by no other than its proper Name, and ſhall farther prove by 
its ſubſequent Proceedings, to be a Faction, if evet a Faction 
did or can exiſt in Britaim,—And as the Tree is beſt known 
by its Fruits, we ſhall be particular in tracing its Conduct ever 
As it was too ſoon to ſtile themſelves a new Oppoſition, becauſe 
the Parliament had not yet met, and they knew not what Mea- 
fures would be purſued ; they therefore formed themſelves, for 
the preſent, under the Title of the Broad- Bottom; a Cant 
Word, which correſponding equally with the Perſonal Figure of 
ſome of their Leaders, and the Nature of their Pretenſions, was 
underſtood to imply, a Party united to force the Tories into the 
Adminiſtration. | | 
Thus intitled, they laid their general Plan of Action, reducible 
to the following Heads, which were the known Eſtabliſhment of 
their Predeceſſors in the ſame Faction. | | 
1, To vilify and abuſe, without Meaſure, Mercy, or Re- 
ſerve, all, who' in any one ſingle Vote ſhould differ from 
them | 


2dly, To advance or inſinuate any Falſhood, or miſrepreſent 
any Meaſure, however groſly, to the better ſort of Men, if they 
could propoſe to delude or inflame the People by it. | 
34ly, To ſpirit up the People againſt the Re- election of any 
r into Parliament, who ſhould accept of any Employ- 

ment. 
4thly, To wean the People from their Affection to the Houſe 
of Auſtria, to diminiſh their Apprehenhon, or to encreaſe their 
Fears of the French Power, either, juſt as Events ſhould make 
it moſt convenient to do. To undermine the great and falu- 
tary Principle of ſupporting a Balance of Power upon the Con- 
tinent, by Pretences of the Inability of the Nation, of the 
Folly of engaging in Wars, in which we propoſed to make no 
Acquiſition for ourſelves, and of the Security of this Nation in 
its maritime Force alone, let what would happen upon the Con- 


tinent. 
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Sh To bait the; People by the Proſpect of an Enereaſe of 


Popular Power, by propoſing Alterations in the Conſtitution, the 
Each of whie „and conſequently the neceſſary Meaſure of 


which, the on ſort are by no means able to underſtand. 

.  6bthly, To poiſon the Affections of the People to the Prince 
upon the Throne, by endeavouring to convince them, that 
every publick ſure was influenced by his Ambition, Re- 
ſentments, Paſſions, or Attachment to ſome Foreign Territory. 


Mr. Addiſan obſerves in one of thoſe excellent Papers called 


the Freeholder, which he wrote K againſt the ſame Fac- 
tion, then in its Zenith, ſoon after the End of the late Queen's 
Reign; that even at that Time perſonal Abuſe had been te- 
marked to be the prevailing Characteriſtick of that Party. 


Day, That having nothing of Weight to offer agam/t their Anta= 
geniſis, if they ſpeak at all, it maſt be againſt their Per ſons ; when 


they cannot refute an Aduenſary, the ſborteſt Way is to libel him, and 


to endeavour to make his Perſon odious, when they cannot repreſent 
bis Notions ab ſurd.—It was the Fort of their hs, and prac- 
tiſed at all Times ; it was by the infamous Obſervation of that 
Maxim, Calunmiari fortiter ut aliguod adbæreat, and by their 
ſcandalous Perſonalities againſt the great Duke of Mariberougb, 
the preſent Dutcheſs, the Treafurer Godolphin, and all the 


Whigs who ſupported their glot ious Meaſures, that they routed 


them at laſt.— They met with too much Encouragement then 
not to tread in the ſame, Steps, the Examiner had then the 
Impudence to accuſe that Miniſtry of carrying on that War hn 
different Principles from thoſe 7 which it was begun, which could 
not have been, unleſs that War had been begun upon the Prin- 
ciple of preſerving inſtead of n France. — And the pre- 
ſent Faction, with equal Aſſurance, ſcandalouſly inconſiſtent, 
as they are themſelves, accuſe the new Part of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Inconſiſtency, at the Time they are carrying on Meaſures 
for redueing France with the utmoſt Vigour; — it is noto- 
rious, to have been the grand Principle and View upon which 
they engaged in Oppoſition. Vet glaringly abſurd and ſhame- 
leſs, as this Charge evidently appears to be, upon the leaſt Re- 
flection, they have actually and incredibly, by their Emiſſaries 
properly planted, and properly inſtructed, brought Numbers 
the Vulgar to join in the Chorus of this Song.— No Man coul 
venture to vote on à different Side in the moſt indifferent 
Propoſition, but he was treated with immeaſurable Abuſe 
y. this Exceſs of Caluniny and Malice, they had more than 
View. —lt ſerved, to terrify weak Minds to 
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> \S 


- 
. — 
” 


— —_— — —— — 1 _ — 
8 - 
* 


140 

iy! 

i 

) 
1 

k 

Wl 


(35 

return and be more ſteady.— And though ſome Men of true 
Spirit might be the more determined to deſert them, they found 
Were 


the Loſs of theſe outbalanced by the Number of thoſe, 'w 
awed and intimidated by it, LOO BETS bg. e 
In this manner the whole World muſt be ſenſible how far they 
have proceeded, ſparing neither Age nor Sex, Rank nor Cha- 
Tafter, — which Abuſe has been ſwallowed with as much Dif- 
grace to thoſe who have received it, as to thoſe who have deliver- 
ed it. But Envy and Malice are two great Ingredients in the 
Tempers of Men, and the Commonalty look upon the Indut- 
gence of this crooked Diſpoſition to be a Mark of an independant 
pirit ; according to that old Obſervation of the great Hiſtorian 


\ Tacitus, Obtrefatio livor promis auribus accipiuntur, guippe adulati- 


onis fœdum crimen ſervitutis, Malignitati falſa ſpecies libertatis ina. 
The ſecond Part of the Plan they purſued with equal Induſtry, 
the ſame Author, in another of his Papers, obſerves, how ſtea- 
dily this Set of Men have conſtantly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their little regard to Truth, their little Solicitude for What the 
thinking Part of Mankind would conſider of their Conduct, or 
how long the _ of the Day would laſt He enumerates 2 
Multitude of their deluſive Inventions, in the Reign of King 
William, in his own Time, adding a juſt” and melancholy 
Obſervation, that their ſelf-interefled and deſigning Leaders cannit 
deſire a more duttile and eaſy People to work upon. Truſting to 
this Ductility, and the undiſtinguiſhing Nature of the common 
Race of Men, they made no Scruple to charge thoſe,” who ſup» 
port the preſent Meaſures, with a Change of Principles.—Con- 
founding thus the Oppoſition with the thing intended by it, and 
making Oppoſition itſelf a Principle, which no honeſt Man will 


ever make it. The People are told, that it was the Principle 7 


the new Adminiſtration to oppoſe the Government, that | they 
not oppoſe the Government now, therefore the new Adminiſtration 
Save deſerted their former Principle. This paſſes for ' found Lo- 
gick, upon the ſimple Herd they lead. It is vain to ſhew the 
re-faced Falacy, that it was their Principle to oppoſe the Mea- 
ſures, only when they thought them bad, and that it was 
the Men ſures and not the Government they oppoſed; that the Mea- 
ſures are not changed, and they think them no longer bad, 
that therefore they are no Deſerters of their Prineiple, if they 
now deſiſt from Oppoſition.Confiding farther in the Igno- 
rance of their Creatures, they make no ſeruple to — thei 
general Charge againſt thoſe who ſupport the preſent Meaſures, 
many of thoſe Occurrences and Errors, which happened 
before their Time, which they formerly condemned; and which 
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are now, (if hot equally exploded) at leaft equally counter-aQed 
both by the new and old Part of the Adminiſtration, and the 
Conſequences of which they are now every Hour labouring to re- 
medy and avert.— Thus wilfully miſrepreſenting every Meaſure, 
jumbling and confounding Facts and Dates, Names and Things, 
ſo crude and ſo irrational, that none but the loweſt of the Vulgar 

could be able to digeſt them. * 
They proceeded with the ſame Diligence in the Execution of 
the third Article of this Plan,—for no ſooner was any Gentle- 
man, who had been engaged in the late Oppoſition, admitted 
into Employment, than en and Earth were moved to pre- 
vent his Re- election. When they had once given over the 
Thoughts of being employed themſelves, the Note was imme- 
diately changed; and it is a Matter never to be ſufficiently ad- 
ired, how ſtupidly the People, in many Places, fell into their 
Views, without conſidering the Abſurdity of what they were 
put upon to do. When the Houſe adjourned, the Doctrine 
then was, as I have before obſerved, that a Change of the Mi- 
er, and the Introduction of honeſt Men into Employments, were 
utmeſt Objects of the People's Wiſh,.. and muſt in the End enſurs 
whatever elſe was wanting. But it ſeems ſince the Tories were 
not to be admitted, no other Men were to be deemed honeſt. 
Nay, after a little Time, when it was found, that thoſe of 
more obnoxious Principles were abandoned to Deſpair, even a 
Tory, under theſe Circumſtances, found it difficult to be per- 
mitted quietly to be rechoſen—ſo filly were the little Tools of 
this Fain, as to delight in, and admire at the Wiſdom and 
Integrity of a Maxim now eſtabliſhed, that none of the Party 
ſhould have a Place, till the Views of their great ones were com- 
plied with firſt, —T hey ſtill went on calumniating the new Ad- 
miniſtration for not making Changes faſt enough, when they 
themſelves had ſhut the Door againſt it, and when no Man, who 
was not willing to ſacrifice his F ortune, by the vaſt Expence of 
a certain Oppoſition, or expoſe his Perſon to the dangerous In- 
ſults of the Mobs they raiſed upon every ſuch Occaſion, could 
accept. Thus the People were brought to inſiſt upon a Point, 
which, like Ideots, they were led at the ſame Time paipably to 
prevent themſelves. have not miſrepreſented this Matter; it 
is well known, that this was the Method of their Proceeding to 
all Perſons without Diſtinction, and they begun it, before any 
Man could have given poſſibly any Reaſon to be diſtruſted by his 
Country, hs it was begun before the Parliament met a- 
in, after the famous Adjournment. An honourable Gentleman, 
on by the greateſt Number of Voices, that ever any Mag 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, was elected Chairman of the Com- 
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mittee of Elections but a few Weeks before, who in that nice 
Conjuncture, for his unexceptionable Character, with regard to 
all Parties, was pitched upon for that Office by the whole Op- 
poſition, who neither had, nor could have had at that Time, 
given a ſingle Vote to diminiſh that Reputation,) being ad- 
vanced to be a Commiſſioner of the Admiralty by his Majeſty, 


(for no other Reaſon, but that he was thought agreeable to 


the People,) was immediately marked out, as an Object of 
Deteſtation to his Country, and not ſuffered to be choſen 
into Parliament again, Another Right Honoutable Member 
advanced to the ſame Office, was perſecuted, if - poflible, 
with more ſcandalous' Circumſtances, the Mob of the whole 
County, for which he ferved, were hired to inſult him, 
— Subſcriptions raiſed out of the Pockets of the whole Faction, 
nay preſſed publickly in the very Houfe of Commons to make a 
Purſe to carry on an Oppoſition to him: Though at the ſame 
Time, this Noble Perſon was a Servant to the fir/# Subject of this 
Kingdom, preferred at his Requeſt and Recommendation, and 
advanced as a kind of Pledge of Union between the Royal Fa- 
mily itſelf ; and though his Mafter was confeſſedly the Perſon by 
whoſe Influence and Concurrence in the Cauſe of his Country, 
the late Oppoſition was principally brought to its Iſſue, who had 
ſufferedinfinitely more in the Courſe of it, than the meaneſt pri- 
vate Gentleman in the Kingdom, and who had done that for the 
Publick, which no Man in his Station ever did before -him, 
which could not have been expected of him, and after this Treat- 
ment, muſt never be expected of any other in the fame Situation. 


Thus they gave fair Warning to the Father, by their Conduct to 


the Sen, what he had to expect from this Set of Men, who, 
hardened by Diſappointments of their own creating, inſenſibly 
loft all Regard, either to Prudence, Decency, or Gratitude, 

I fhall not in this Place proceed to obſerve minutely, upon 
the manner of executing all the other Particulars of their Plan, 
becauſe it required a conſiderable Time before they could ripen 
the People, into a fufficient Degree of Madneſs, to endure thoſe 
groſe Attempts upon their Underſtandings and their Principles, 
which they have ſince made with too much Succeſs, © The Arts 
to be practiſed to theſe Ends, were a little flow in Operation, 
and to be praQtifed at firft tenderly, —However, they ventured 
to ſound the Ground they ftood upon, and to make ſome Trial, 
what Abſurdities the "Temper of the Times would bear. 

In Order to do this, almoſt as foon as the Parliament wa 
met, they began to oppofe every ſingle Propoſition, that was 
made by the new Adminiſtration ; and though now thoſe ve 
Meaſures were purfued, with the utmoſt Vigour, upon _ 


—— — , aa . <IEY ewe, 


258 (319 
they themſelves, and the whole Voice of the People had ſo 
long and vehemently inſiſted; and for not purſuing which 
an Enquiry was actually ſet on foot, into the Conduct of the 
late ;nifter, who upon this Account was, according to their 
own Doctrine, to make Attonement by no leſs a Sacrifice, than 
that of his Life, his Eſtate, his Honours, and the utter Ruin of 
his Poſterity ; yet with a barefaced Aſſurance, which raiſed the 
Deteſtation and Aſtoniſhment of all reaſonable Men, and which 


ſen was a very Mockery upon Common Senſe, they oppoſed the 
tber ſending 16,066 of our Troops into Flanders, the taking 4,000 
ble, of the /riſþ Troops upon the Britih Eſtabliſhment, to be ſent after 
iole the former, and even in ſome Degree obſtructed the Vote for 
im. 500,000. to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary.—It was viſible enough, 


and it had been their own Form of ing but a few Weeks 
before, that Meaſures of this kind, nay more vigorous, if 
poſſible, were neceſſary to be taken in that deſperate Situation 
in which we then ſto-d, to convince the Duteb, the King of 
Sardinia, and all foreien Powers, that we were now in 


Fa- earneſt. The Experience they had long had of our Councils 
would not ſuffer them to truſt us lightly :— The Form of the 
Dutch Government in particular, made them flow to reſolve, 
had and their Situation made it deſperate to engage, till they 
pri- were ſure of a ſolid Support —— The King of Sardinia had 
r the heartily and generouſly ſtept into the Breach, but his Citcum- 
him, ſtances were, if poſſible, ſtil} more critical :—The Kings of 
reat- Pruffia and Poland neither could have ſtopped, if they would, 
tion. nor probably would if they could, and muſt have been hur- 
ict to ried on where France ſhould have directed, or their own Am- 
who, bition have invited; if by the gathering of this Cloud, a 
aſibly Storm had not been threatned from the Quarter of Great Bri- 
b. tain, which might have created both Doubts and Terror as to 
upon the Event of their Quarrel; this was therefore the only Way 
Plan, to induce them to be more moderate and circumſpect in their 
ripen Proceedings, It was certain, that nothing leſs than this could 
thoſe . fuſtain the drooping Spirits of the Queen of Hungary, and of 
-iples, r diſtreſſed and faithful Subjects, in the deſperate Condition 
Aru ie which they were reduced; it was therefore \ paſt all doubt, 
ation, Iebat if theſe Meaſures were not purſued, ſhe muſt immediately 
tured accommodate ' with France upon any Terms; and that France, 


aving broken the only Power, which could give her any Di- 
verſion in an Attempt upon Great- Britain, would have been 
umediately at Liberty to have joined her whole Power with 
that of Spain, and to have given Law to us :— This approach- 
ſug Situation of our Affairs was but too viſible 3 nor was it 
if all extravagant, or very remote to foreſee, that it would be- 
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come much worſe ; that ſome. of the Northern Powers might 


raged chem to a Conduct of the ſame kind, ſo extrav 
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be induced to enter into her Views, and hat even the Dutch 


would, at length, be obliged to act as Inſtruments to the long 


3 gn of that dangerous People, to deſtroy the 


eligion, Laws, Liberties and Commerce of this Nation.— I his 


was plainly not to be averted by any other Means than theſe, 


and yet were theſe oppoſed, though at firſt in ſo aukard a Man- 
ner, that it was viſible they were afraid the People would be 
ſhocked at this ſudden Turn, and detect their ſhameful Incon- 
ſiſtency, which juſt Effect indeed it had with ſome ; yet with 
ſo many it ſucceeded beyond their ExpeCtations, that it encou- 
| t, in 
the next Seſſions of Parliament, as will hardly obtain Belief in 
future Ages. But the Order of Time, which is neceſſary to 
obſerve in this Narration, prevents my giving a farther 
duction of it in this Place, 

I ſhall take the Liberty however to follow them in ſome other 
Branches of their Conduct, as far as they went for the Remain- 
der of that Seſſions, during which they acted conſtanthy with 
due Regard to one or other of the Rules of that Plan before 


o 


The Lords having thrown. out à Bill which the Commons 
had paſſed, and which was thought neceſſary to be carried: at 
that Time, they made a daring Attempt againſt that Body, 
they appointed a Committee to inſpect their Journals, and Wi 
grounded upon their Report a Vote of Cenfure upon that Branch Wl 
of the Legiſlature, they fortunately miſcarried in that At · Bll 
tempt; in which, if they had ſucceeded, . the utmoſt Confuſion Bi 
muſt have enſued, and Confuſion. muft have been their only 
View, for what elſe could be intended, when under the No- 


tion of obliging the Lords to follow their Opinion, without 


which they pretended the Nation could not. be: ſafe in future, 
they openly made an Attempt for an immediate Diſſolution d 
the Conſtitution.— s the Conſtitution now ſo little underſtood, 
or has Popular Fury ſo deſttoyed all Traces of it, that it ſhould 
be neceſſary to explain its Principles at this Nay?—ls it not 
founded upon this, which is the Corner-Stene,of, the whole Build WM 
ding, that the King, the . Lords, and the Commons, ſhould bar: i 


an abſolute Negative upon the Proceedings of each other. With W 


what Face then can they, who pigtend geg le in favour 4 
the Conſtitution, by endeavouring to make the Houſe: of Com- 
mons more independant than it is, at the lame Lime attack the 
Houfe of Lords, to deprive them totally of the ſame Indepen. 


dancy, to which no Man can deny that t eye have. an cu 


& 


gry 


entitled to procure further Securities for the Houſe of Com- 
* it is an incontrovertible Fact, that by this avowed 


tempt, and indeed by all the Doctrines of late inſtilled into 
the Minds of the People, they aim at the Deſtruction of the 
Conſtitution in another Part, which is equally Eſſential, —the 
beſt Pretenſions they therefore have, are only theſe ; that they 
build with one Hand, and pull down with another; and that 
while they ſtop one Breach againſt the Influence of the Crown, 
they open a wider, to the Democratical Spirit of the People 
w-the Conſtitution may, nay, it has, ſuffered equally from both 
but what renders it doubly. ridiculous, is, that the Crown will 
equally be able to enter in at the one Breach as at the other, — 
and every wy Man may eafily foretel, that 2 Steps 
ſoever this itution comes to be deſtroyed, an abſo- 
lute Power in a ſingle Perſon, muſt be the final Conſequence, 
this Conduct therefore plainly opens to us, how falſe theſe 
Pretences:; to the Conſtitution were, equally falſe with every 
. Other they have mad. For however, at times, both the Kin 

- the Lords, and the Commons, in their Turn, may have « 
ſtructed hat was for the publick Good by this negative Power. 
et this is no more than what muſt, and ever will be, the 
Conſequence. of a Diviſion of Power in this Conſtitution. 
- And if, whenever Power is in any degree abuſed, it is im- 
mediately ta be deſtroyed. No Government can ſtand, for 
no Power can be given, but that it is liable to be ſometimes 
exerted ill; yet ſurely no Man will venture to deny, that it is 
better to ſubmit to ſome unavoidable Events of Society, than to 
revert into a State of Nature; but this the People were too much 
- heated to conſider. It was inculcated, that all Power ought 
to lie in the People, which if it be rightly underſtood, im- 
2. 


the People, including all its Magiſtrates and Members, 
which both the King and the Lords are undoubtedly 2 
Part. But if it be taken in the confined Senſe of Facti- 
on, ingors a Republican Propoſition, wholly contradictory 
to the Genius and the Principles of this Government; nay, 
if the People conſidered. this as they ought to do, ſo far from 
being incenſed either with the Lords or with the Crown, for 

-paling\the Popular Points which they have ſometimes obſtrud- 
ed, they would not think . themſelves intitled ſo much as to 
repine at it. they would conſider, that as they have a Title 
by the Laws of this Country, to ſuch Powers in the State as 
they now enjoy, they are under no ſort of Obligation to part 
with them to the third Eſtate, that this Impetuoſity to force 
them to it, is not only the 2 Provocation, but alſo no 
inſufficient Reaſon to keep the Ground they have, that natu- 
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rally ſpeaking, by their permanent Intereſt in the Legiſlature; 
BY nm (Hf of ever becoming Maſters ' of the State, 
and their natural Intereſt to keep both the Crown and the Peo- 
ple from too great an Aſcendancy; the Lords are the Fart of 
the Conſtitution, who are moſt likely to be ſincere in its 
Preſervation, either from Tyranny or Faction, and therefore 
the moſt proper to hold the Balance. The Intereſts of the 
Lords is undoubtedly to watch and carefully attend to both, for 
both may in ſame Conjunctures, be ſuſpected to deſire to engroſs 
the while Power ;—and whenever they throw themſelves into 
either the one or the other Scale, a rational Man would ſooner 
judge by their Conduct, how the State of the Conſtitution 
ſtands, than by any other Cireumſtance,—It was intended, t 
ſhould dv this, and be at full Liberty to do it; though ſuch muft 
be their Fate, that which-ever Party they eſpoufe, whether 
] that of the Crown, or of the People, the Heat and Paſſion of 
the other will infallibly find ſome Pretences of Partiality or pri- 
vate Intereſt to charge them with, as their Inducements to that 
Conduct. But they are made to ſtand to all this, and th 
muſt ſtand this, and be ſupported in it, or elſe our Conſtitutie 
cannot ſtand.— This deſperate Meaſure however paſſed upon the 
People, like the reft of their Conduct, as a generous Attempt for 
Liberty, and anſwered the Purpoſe of Popularity; which, next 
to the View of Confuſion, was their ſecond ExpeRation from it. 
We now come to the popular Bills, with whieh the People 
have been ſo much inflamed; of theſe' I ſhall take the le 
Notice in this Place, becauſe I have reſerved myſelf to ſay 
ſomething in the Concluſion with regard to them But, tho 
I ſhall nat here enter much into the Merits of theſe Bills, I muſt 
ſpeak a little of the ConduR of the Fadrogj>which cannot be 
paſſed over, becauſe their Impoſition upon the Pœeple was ex- 
tremely groſs, and their Diſhoneſty in imputing the Failure 
of them, (fo far as they have failed) to thoſe who are far more 
innocent in this Reſpect than themſelves :-* Theſe Laws are 
chiefly comprehended in a Law for the better Regulation of 'E let- 
tions, another. to prevent Members from fitting in the” Houſe 6 
"Commons, who have Penſions from the Crown, in the Repeal of 
Septennial da, and a Law to txtlude a certain Number" of Place- 
men from fitting in the Houſe of Commons, Now, as to the firſt 
of theſe, it is notorious to the whole Houſe'of Commons, that 
it was a Bill, as much laboured by the Gentlemen of the new 
Adminiſtration, and many of thoſe, who now ſupport the Mea- 
ſures of the Government, as it cguld poſſibly be; and that 
they were ſincere, is evident, by what was ſince done with re- 
gard to the · Scotch. Elections in the laſt ä A 
a 0 | fon 
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i therefors'thit a Beer Bll did not Pag at that Time, wa 
which equally affected all Parties, and which will everlaſtingly 
of — an effectual Bill of this kind; and this is the different 


and confound the different Intereſts of Gentlemen, which, to 
ſpeak fairly on all Sides, induces them, by one plauſible Pre- 
tence or other for their private Regard, to oppoſe,” or to propuſe, 
ſo many different Clauſes, that ſuch Bills at length become im- 

icable- and impalatable to all the Burgage Tenures too, 
which Gentlemen will neither part with, nor can tell how to 
regulate, are another invincible Obſtruction ; and the Powers 
and the Penalties create further Difficulties, which no Human 
Wiſdom has yet been able to ſurmount.—For this Reaſon there- 
fore, to impute the Failure of this Bill to any Set of Men, is 
notoriouſly unjuſt, unleſs it were by laying it in ſome Meaſure 
more ſeverely upon ſome particular Gentlemen of the Faction 
itſelf, who contributed more eminently than others to confound 


that Part of it, which related to certain Counties, where they 


laboured to encreaſe the overgrown and almoſt unconſtitutional 


Intereſt they have already.—4s to the Penſion Bill, it is à Bill 


allowed in private by all Parties to be impoſſible to take Effect, 


becauſe the giving and taking of Gratuities of this kind are Tranſ- 


actions of ſo private a Nature, that Men muſt be downright Fools, 
and both Parties unite to make a Diſcovery againſt themſelves, or 
the Law could take no Effect. Even in the Caſe, that Perjury 


muſt attend the Acceptance of a Penſion, it might induce ſome 


profligate Men to double their Crime but it is not to be ſup- 
poſed, that he who would ſell his Country, would heſitate to vio- 
late his Oath.— However, this was the only poſſible Proviſion, 
and upon this Footing, an honourable Gentleman now in the 
Adminiſtration, often preſented it to the Houſe ;—but the great 
Care of the preſent Patriots would not truſt it any more in his 
Hands, after he was taken into Employment, and a wiſe and buſy 
Man among them took it upon himſelf, who being a'true-T ory, 
and therefore of a refined Conſcience, and naturally prejudiced 
to Daths, purged it of its deteſtable Whig Clauſe, which reduced 
it to a mere nothing, a Law without a Penalty, ſo that the Bill 
became a Jeſt with all Parties, and many in that Light;voted far 
it then, who had always oppoſed it befere.— The Bill there- 
fore fell into Contempt, and was no longer regarded by any one, 
but him who had garbled it in this judicious manner. Having 
thus related the ſecret Hiſtory of this popular Bill, I have only 
to add, that it is for the Intereſt of the Publick it ſhould never 
paſs into a Law, and was never deſired by any Man of Senſe that 
ſhould ʒ and yet that it is for the Intereſt of the Publick, that 
if? | 1 
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ichts of Election, which are ſo numerous, that they diſtract 
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\% ſhould be frequently propeſed in the Houſe of Commons; 
which double may render it very conſiſtent for 
the fame Man, to vote for it at one Time, and to vote againf 
it at another, — this may ſeem a Paradox; but it is eaſil) ex- 
plained ;—for by frequently bringing it into Debate, the De- 
teſtation and Scandal of ſo baſe a Practice, is maintained in itz 
full Vigour, which is in reality the only Guard againſt it.— 
Whereas, if the Bill were once paſſed, the great nothing, which 
is deſired, being effected, there would be no farther Diſcourſe 
upon the Subject; thoſe Opportunities of expoſing the Meanneſi 
and the Danger of the 'Thing, thoſe animated anniverſary 
Speeches againſt it would be loſt ; and with them, in a great De- 
gree, the Remorſe and Shame, that now attend the Crime. We 

- Eome in the next Place to conſider, the Behaviour of theſe 
Gentlemen with Regard to the Repeal of the al Law, in 
which they have deluded the People ſcandalouſly : It is true, that 
they moved for this Repeal, and that ſome of the Gentlemen 
in the Adminiſtration oppoſed it; but they did it upon a Con- 
ſideration, which ought to have, and will | have the greateſt 
Weight with every thinking Man; they took: juſt. Notice of 
the tempeſtuous Temper of the People at that Time, and the yet 

_ unſettled Condition of our Affairs; they then obſerved, that 
the Repeal of this Law muſt cauſe a new general Election before 
It could be poſſible that theſe Diforders ſhould ſubſide, and be- 
fore they could make any ſolid Judgment of the Effects of the late 
Change; that as every new Election hazarded, atleaſt, the Sy- 
ſtem of the Time; foreign Nations would: not exert themſelves 
in that Conjuncture; upon a Dependance on the Principles of 
Mien, who might probably be changed, and conſequently new 
Politicks — almoſt as ſoon as they had been embarked with 
us ;—— That as the like Conſiderations had juſtified the Mes- 
ſures of the Septennial Law at the Time it was made, ſo the Con- 
juncture of this Time might prevail, at leaſt ſo far, as to conti- 
nue it till it might be debated fairly, and with leſs Heat and Pat- 
tiality, than it could poſſibly be at this Period, whether the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment ſhould ſtand; and, if that ſhould appear improper, 
whether we ſhould fix upon an Annual or a Triennial Election; 
that à Triennial was objected to with ſtrong Reaſon, and 
that many thought an annual would be leſs dangerous 3 but 
that it was difficult to ſettle: either in the preſent Diverſity of 
Opinions upon it: — At the ſame Time, ſome of the princips/ 

* Leaders of the Faction voted againſt it themſelves, and that with- 
deut giving any Reaſon at all; ſo that the People were deſerted 
in it, by thoſe very Men, upon whom they depended to ay 

it through, and who wich a baſe Concealment of this — 
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make no Scruple to lay the Miſcarriage of this Bill, in which 
they had, at leaſt, 1. Share, ſolely to the new Admini- 
ſtration. We now come to the Place- Bill, in which their 
Conduct was deteſtable, for ache of the Honour and the 
Popularity, which. the new Adminiſtration naturally ought, to 
have acquired by it, on. not N miſrepreſented. it 
in the moſt outragious Manner, but even openly oppoſed 
it: The new Adminiſtration had acted in this with the ut- 
moſt Prudence and Sincerity, and had done much more 
than could have been expected of them, —The Crawn and the 
Lords are known to be jealous of the Growth of the popular 
Intereſt, and it is by mutual Jealouſies of this kind, that our 
Conſtitution can alone ſubſiſt; the Violence and Extravagance 
of the Leaders of the Faction did not diminiſh this Jealouſy ; 
the Courſe of the late Elections, and the Temper of the Peo- 
ple, not only ſhewed it leſs neceſſary than it had been conceived - 
fore by many well-meaning Men, but their Demands were 
ſo unlimited, and, ſo little Contentment ſhewn with former 
Compliances, that there was in truth very little Proſpect of re- 
gaining the good old Temper of the Nation by any thing that 
could be done; this rendered it the more difficult to obtain an 
ahing ; for it was well known, that no Bill brought in by theſe 
Incendiaries, would be moderate enough to gain the Aſſent of the 
three Eſtates; it was therefore the only Method that could be 
taken to enter into a tacit Treaty with the Lords, to agree upon 
ſome Bill of this Nature, which they ſhould previouſly engage not 
to reject.— It was ſurely better to procure ſomething, than by puſh- 
ing for more to get nothing. The Lords agreed to this :— They 
| conſented, not to oppoſe a Law, that ſhould exclude above thirteen 
conſiderable Employments then actually enjoyed by Members 
of Parliament; and above three hundred ſmaller. Offices; 
- which, by conferring three or four upon one Perſon, might 
have made a yaſt Number of additional Preferments, a thing 
Rill in the Power of the Crown, notwithſtanding, any former 
Laws, to do. But at the ſame time, they abſolutely declared 
they would go no further at this Time, till they had ſeen how 
far this would operate upon the Conſtitution:— This Difficulty 
removed, it was ara}, to gain the Conſent of the Houſe of 
Commons too; but the Oppe/itipn, by their Breach with the new 
Adminiſtration, had been fo, weakned, and the Friends of the 
old had now rallied to ſuch a Degree, that there was no carrying 
any Point by Force againſt them. Thirteen or fourteen of that 
Party, who were more than ſufficient to have turned the Scale 
againſt the Bill, were, as ve have obſerved, of the Number 
w be excluded by it ; it could not be expected that they would 
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abandon their Employments inſtantly, to pleaſure their Anta- 
goniſts ; the only way poſſible to gain their Conſent, was to 
ſtpone the Execution of this Law to the End of the preſent 
Nieden : The deferring its Execution ſor fix Years was nat 
material to the Conſtitution, and it was thought by all moderate 
Men, a great Sacrifice in his Majeſty, a Condeſcenſion in the 
Lords, and an honeſt Acquieſcence in the Perſons poſſeſſed af 
theſe Employments ; in the one to reſign ſo much of his Prero- 
gative, in the other to ſtrengthen the oppoſite Side of the Balance, 
and in the third to part with their Employments, which they had 
a Proſpect to preſerve much longer than that Term. The Im- 
poſſibility therefore of gaiging more, if more had been palpably 
"neceſſary, muſt have juſtified the new Adminiſtration ſor getting 
this: But what made it more infamous to reproach them upon 
this Head was, that it was actually more than was ever gained by 
the People, at any one Time, or by any one Bill before :—-The 
other Acts for limiting the Number of Placemen in the Houſe of 
Commons were all of them obtained one after the'other, and at 
different Periods ; though more therefore had been ſtill wanting, 
they ought to have contented themſelves for a time with this, 
as their Predeceſſors had done in the like Conjunctures:— But 
the popular Spirit diſgraced itſelf upon this Occaſion, and ſuf- 
fering itſelf to be led away by Men, who ſtudied nothing but 
their private Ends, gave too juſt handle for that Inſinuation, 
which muſt be moſt fatal to all its Vetus, and for a Charge upon 
the People of England, which has been too juſtly laid againſt all 
others, that give them one Thing it only leads them to expect 
more, and that nothing but a total "Tranſlation of all Power to 
their Scale will put a Period to their Clamour : What therefore 
was done by the Faction in this Inſtance, was viſibly done uy 
with a View to deſtroy the good Opinion of a Law, the mo 
juſtly popular, that was ever, obtained by this Nation; if they 
could effeR this, they did not care what the People loſt by it, either 
in their real Security, or in the Suſpicions, that would ariſe with 
thinking Men, of their dangerous Views againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion ; they knew (which js abſolutely the Caſe to this Day) that 
not one Man in 500, whom they ſhould enflame upon this Sub- 
jet, would ever read or conſider the real Extent of this Law; 
they ſuggeſted to the Peeple, that che new Gentlemen in the 
Adminiſtration had formerly contended for a total Excluflon of 
all Employments ; and thence jmputed an Inconſiſtency of 
Conduct to them, becauſe. they had now excluded what they 


2 falſely called.a few, whereas this never had been the View, 
nor ever was, intended by thoſe Gentlemen at any Time: 
They never "contended for a Place*Bill much more Extenſive | 


than 
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\nta- gan the preſent'is, and yet it may be juſtly ſuppoſed, that _ 
as to did, and * honeſtly inſiſt upon more than they thought ſuf- 
eſent WW kcient, as the only Way to obtain a Compromiſe at laſt, for 
nat that which was. N. | 1 


erate WW This Plan of creating Confuſion was purſued in many other 
the RKeſpects, and by many other Miſrepreſentations equally groſs 
ed of and wicked; which are too redious to be mentioned here 


rero- ne laſt I ſhall mention in this Place, is that with Regard to 
ance, che Enquiry into the Conduct of the Earl of Orford. - 

had We have ſhewn already how juſt Offence his Conduct had 
Im- gen to the Whigs, and how by a fatal Series of pacifick Mea- 
ably fures he had brought almoſt the ſame Cataſtrophe upon his Coun- 
:tting try, which ſome Day or other will too probably be effected by 
upon another Set of Men ——The bigs avowed their Oppoſition ta 
ed by be levelled at this Man, not out of any Perfonal Averſion to 
The nim, but becauſe he was irrechimable in this fatal Point; 
iſe of the //higs had leveled at this Man for another Reaſon, which 
nd at vas, during the Courſe of this neceffary - Oppoſition, to pre- 
ting, vent the Diſcontents from taking a Turn to the Prejudice of 
this, che Royal Family, and had confined themſelves in their Attack 
—But co his Perſon, that by the Removal of that one Man they might 
| ſuf- Weave it in the Power of the Government to reſtore the pub- 
z but ick Trahquillity again whenever they ſhould think proper: 
ation, lt was therefore upon an honeſt, though political Principle, 
upon iat their Oppoſition was thus perſonal ; not out of thoſe vin- 
iſt all N (isive and fanguinary Views, which in the Courſe of the Op- 
xpet poſition the Tries, who had allied themſelves with them, 


er to treacherouſly in private Diſcourſe accuſed them of, and which 
efore ¶ no they vpbraid them with having departed from :— Vet al- 
on _ that ſome Men in their firſt Engagements in the late 
molt WF Oppolition, had embarked upon perſonal Motives, and had been 


they heated to this Degree by their Reſentments, ot the Diſappoint- 
either ment of their Ambition, ſhall it be forbidden to Age, Experi- 
- with ence, Reaſon, Virtue and Reflection, to take their happy Ef- 
ſRtitu- ect, and moderate thoſe Paſſions, which are in themſelves 
) that wicked and unwarrantable ; and ſhall it be imputed as a Crime 
Sub- to any Man to have facrificed his private Views and his Reſent- 
La W; ments, as ſome have greatly done upon this late Change, to 
n the che Peace and Tranquility of their Country: But it is the Na- 
fon of eure of theſe Men in their Alliances, to expoſe the Faults of thoſe, 
cy of vich whom they act, and in their Znmity to traduce the Virtus 
the of thoſe they act againſt. i : * 
View, . However, though the bigs in the late Oppoſition did not 
ime : mean to purſue their Vengeance to the Head of this Miniſter, 
enſive bey certainly did mean to deprive him of all his Power, and W 
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ſet ſome Mark upon him that might prevent his Neturn into it 
again, and if poſſible deter any future Miniſter from the ſame 
unhappy ConduRt.— One Part of this they have been able to 
effect, and it is the moſt immediately neceſlary, and the moſt 
material ; and we ſhall honeſtly ſhew the Reaſons why they did 
not compaſs the reſt, —Reaſons very ſufficient to ſupport them 
againſt all the infamous Suggeſtions of the Faction. 


, Whoever duly conſiders the Courſe of 8 of 
this Man, of which I have purpoſely given a large Deduction, 
will candidly confeſs, that the infamous Peace of Utrecht laid 
their firſt Foundation, in which it is viſible he had no Hand; 
the Diſorders arifing afterwards from the unſettled State 
of Europe, brought on the Quadruple Alliance, that, in. Pro- 
ceſs of 1ime, begot the Treaty of Hanover, and from the 
Treaty of Hanover, by the fatal Blunder of joining France a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Auſtria, he became involved in ſuch Diffi - 
culties, as he could never recover.— But ruinous as all his fu - 
ture Meaſures were, they were of ſuch a Nature, as could not 
be imputed to any corrupt Engagements with any foreign Pow- 
er, upon. which Ground alone the Publick think it warranta- 
ble to purſue him to Deſtrution, —— muſt repeat it, the 
very Nature of his imprudent Conduct clears him from a Suſpici- 
on of this; his Crime lay in proceeding round the Globe, obli- 
zing and diſobliging every Power of Europe in its Turn. 

his he reiterated ſb often, and provoked. them all. ſo much, 
that it is morally impoſſible, the Reſentments of theſe Powers, 
ſhould not have. produced: a Diſcovery of this Treaſon, if any 
ſuch there had been. | WF 5 

Bad and ruinous as his Meaſures therefore were, they cannot 
juſtly be aſcribed to theſe Motives, the Difficulties of the 

Times, though certainly in part created by himſelf, „ 
ſhew what they were, the Conſequences of the Peace of Utrecht 
before his Time, and chiefly of one fatal Blunder after. This 
is palpably the Fact with Regard to his foreign Tranſacti ons, and 
2 232 Subject of int naturally lowed from the 

e dpring. . th) 7 en 

For Oppoſition grew inſenſibly ſo ſtrong upon this unhappy 
Meaſure, that it drove him to practiſe any Art, to defend 
not only his Power, but his Perſon, —his pacifick Obſtinacy 
became at length in a manner neceſſary, both to himſelſ 
and to his Country; — he dreaded the Confuſion which he 

apprehended from a Change, — the Event has ſhewn he had 
ſome Reaſon, tho* he blended: his private-, Fears too much with 
his Apprehenſions for the Publick——an; Error which every, 
Man's Tenderneſs to himſelf expoſes him to,—he a 


06) 


155 fince happened, that | 
fal War, may a Way demanded by the whole Nation, would 


which the bare expences, and much more the various Acci- 
dents that attended it, would infallibly create.— That private 
Views, and corrupt - Principles, influence ſo great a Majority 
in every Oppoſition, that though the Points were complied 
with, upon which they then inſiſted, they would ſtill, in ge- 
neral perſevere, that they would even miſrepreſent the Conduct 
of their own Plan, and that however ſcandalous it is for a Na- 


are compoled of Men, in whom ſuch Scruples are not foun 


nemies of their Country, however low and dead they may appear 
in Times of. Quiet, revive in the Heat of War, like Flies and 
noxious Inſects in the Sun. He therefore thought that in at- 
tempting to appeaſe the publick Diſcontents, by complying with 
their Demands for War, he ſhould only furniſh Fuel for their 


ſpied the Tories, he dreaded them as much at laſt, —he juſt] 
Whig Leaders, and founded upon hig Principles, would in- 
fallibly end in the Formation of a Tory Faction; and he dread- 
ed, from that Faction, what every wiſe and honeſt Man dreads 
from it in this Conjuncture, and what we ſhould have already 
fatally-experienced, if ſome, from whom perhaps he leaſt expec- 
ted this Moderation, had not gallantly oppoſed themſelves to the 
Torrent, thinking it the more incumbent upon them to reſtrain 
its Fury, and confine it within juſt Bounds, as they, (though 
honeſtly and neceſſarily compelled to it,) had been the Men who 
raiſed it, preferring the ſolid Satisfaction of having twice ſaved 
their Country, to all the Noiſe of giddy Popularity, reſigning it 
when they could no longer keep it by virtuous Means, deſpiſing 
the Rage and Malice of a Faction, Ae but deter- 
mined not to follow an honeſt, but deluded People, who after 
paſſing many Dangers, and perhaps ſmarting for their Folly, 
will live to do Juſtice to the great Characters, they now licen- 
tiouſſy and injuriouſly defame. - , (lh: net 

Theſe were the Principles upon which the Earl of Orford 
went, and this was the whole Myftery of his unfortunate Ad- 


® 


Eaultt;Hlis Folly was to lay dawn for this Country, a Syſtem 
128 8 ä prudent 


even a juſt, a neceſſary, and a ſucceſy- 
ſecure no Miniſter, who engaged in it, from the Diſcontents, 


tion to preſs its Government into Meaſures, and to deſert them 
when engaged, yet that in the heated Multitude, the jerky 


we He'foretold, what has been ſo well verified, that the E- 


farther ' Nouriſhment ——He knew, that by the fatal Conſe- 
of Party, National Diſſatisfa#ion is, in this Country, 
very nearly allied to Diſaſfection, as much as he at firſt de- 


feared that the Succeſs of the Party that o ed, though led by 


miniſtration, —[t/ is eaſy to point out both his Follies and his 
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FPruclent for a petty State, but very improper for-a'County 
which bears fo great a Sway, and ought to take the Lead it 
Europe. — lt is for a little State to purſue little Meaſures, to 
temporize, to truſt to Expedients and Events, to wait for Ac: 
cidents, and the Activity of other Powers. But this is a Pol. 
cy ill becoming us, and fatal-ever in its Conſequence, both to 
ourſelves and to our natural Allies, whoſe Rank and 'Conditi. 
tion of Power compels them to conſider an immediate Security; 
and can never admit them to exert their Force againſt that Stat, 
whoſe conſtant Aim is Univerſal Monarchy, till we raiſe th 
Standard firſt, and convince them, that under that Protection 
they may dd it ſafely. His Folly appeared in another Inſtance, 
in not yielding ſooner to what he could not hope long to prevent, 
an Evil which gathered Strength, and became more dangeron if 
by Delay, and by the Means he was compelled to uſe in ordetf 
to delay it —His Fault lay in his Fondneſs to continue in hi 
Power, his Partiality to himſelf, his Conceit of his own Abili- 
ties, his Fear of his own perſonal Safety, all which induced him; 
or miſled him, to miſtake the true Intereſt of his Royal Maſter, 
and his Country, and drove him to make uſe of every Means d 
Miniſterial Influence, to ſtrain every Nerve of Power, allot 
ted by the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors for the Security of Go 
vernment, and to apply that Force for his own Defence.—By 
which he has brought the neceſſary Guards of our Conftitution 
into Diſrepute, and has eſtabliſhed an Opinion in many, anda iſ 

' Suſpicion in more, that our Conſtitution is impared, whereas in 
truth, it has only been abuſed, — a Difference extremely great, 
and ſuch, as if not attended juſtly to, may hurry us into the 
Uſe of Remedies much worſe than the Diſeaſe, In this Ligtt MW 
does the Conduct of this Miniſter appear to every moderate Man, ih 
and no doubt in a yet more favourable Light to thoſe who were 
his Friends, who had concurred in his Meaſures many 'Year, 
who owed him many Obligations.— Never was a Man in private 
Life more beloved, and his worſt Enemies allow, no Man did ever 
in private Life deſerve it more: — He was humane and grateful, 
and a generous Friend, toall whom he did not think would abuſe 

* that Friendſhip.— That he was falſe, and determined to the Pres 

jucdice of thoſe, whom he conſidered in this Light, is no more 
than will be ſound in any Miniſter or Man, —and that he ſhould 
be deceived in ſome Caſes by unjuſt Suſpicion, is but human too. 

Many therefore have been unjuſtly treated by him, though 

but few conſidering the Manier in which he was preſſed; and the 
great Length of his Adminiftration.— This Character naturally 
procured that Attachment to his Perſon, which has been falſely 
attributed ſolely to a corrupt Influence, and to, private — 
n | u 
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3 but this ſhewed itſelf at a time when theſe Principles were ye 
2 WF faint ip their Operation, and when his Ruin —* 3 
_— ble.— The Vic, ce with which he was puſhed, the Ferment of 
for Je. the People, who would content themſelves with nothing bug 
= his Life, made theſe Men exert themſelves in the extraordinary 


a Poli- 
= Manner they have done to preſerve him. —Many, who con- 
. | demned his nduQ, and would have gone ſo far — to have — 
— 1 prived him of a Poſſibility of exerting the ſame again, did not 
f $0 think it warrantable to take that ſevere Revenge, upon an ob- 
alle th ſtinate miſtaken Man, who had indeed violated the Intereſts of 
"tection his Country, and treſpaſſed upon the Power in his Hands, but 
tance who had not expoſed himſelf to the Penalty of any one known 
OO Law. — This Summum Jus, appeared to them to be Summa 
ngeron 4 Niuria, and the Laws muſt have been more tortyred to have 
order reached him capitally, than he had ſtrained his Power to main- 
ein tain himſelf :—Yet had he not been defended in the manner in 
which he was (offenſive enough to thoſe who conſider the Man- 
beer, and not the End) ſuch a Sentence, in the Rage of that Time 
ad been, in all Probability, his Fate.--Few were in their Hearts. 
inclined to this Extremity, though many, by the fatal Attrac- 
von of Party, might have been drawn to have ſigned his War- 
nnt, who would have afterwards heartily lamented what they 
3 | pou 2 it been even neceſſary to have taken this vio- 
et . ny, there is in Engh/hmen, as ſure a Seaſon for Compaſſion 
x anda K or Fury: — To the latter, they are eaſily raiſed —ſrom the 
dress in ” e ee Deed is done, they never can be diverted. An 
_ 1 « * tion founded, or a Party cemented by Blood, would 
er have — the Loathing of this Nation, and in this caſe would 
is Lipte — — juſtiy.— If this be truly conſidered, was it not 
e Mn mes ae was it not more juſt, to ſtop ſhort, without even 
ho wer BH ce REP ment, which perhaps very many think was due, than 
Yea Ml f e 2 that Puniſhment ſo far, as to have fixed the Guilt 
* fo = er upon this Nation:—And leſs than Murther it can 
14 ever 5 t m ld to take the Life of any Man, which no Law of this 
teln 2 co N taken from him. Theſe Confiderations ope- 
Bee a N. ſo many, that bad it been ever fo juſt, it was not 
the Pres wet es to have gone farther with him ;—the other Mem- 
open 2 0 1 reaſoned firmly upon the Reflections I 
rr oy 1 tioned, the Majority of the Houſe of Commons 
3 2 1 t 2 farther Purſuit might have thereſore been 
"uh de rom ment to the Multidue ; but it was not for that alone 
ot the * 1 = perſiſt in it, as no good End could follow from 
r TH — could have only been Confuſion, and a Handle to 
n falſely Pn e the Characters of Men, whom Gratitude 
warn rinciple, and juſt Scruple 8 and who were fixed wo 
but | with- 
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with- hold for ever.— All that I have here obſerved is, only to 
ſhew how natural it was to have met the Obſtruction in this Point 
that has been found, and how impoſſible it was to have pro- 
ceeded farther with this Miniſter, than was done by the new 
Adminiſtration, —We have ſhewn, that the very Men, who 
reflect upon them for it, had been by their intemperate Beha- 
viour the great Cauſe why the Party of the late Miniſter had 
rallied. Their Violence in this Particular, was the finiſhin 
Stroke ;—no other Point could have united his Friends in the 
ſame Degree, —It was obvious, after the firſt Experiment, that 
this muſt have been the Caſe ; opiniatring this Matter further, 
therefore manifeſtly proves, that they meant nothing, but to 
make this Man's Cauſe an Engine of Sedition, by which they 
laboured, to render a Perſon, who in Power had done great 

Prejudice to his Country, the total Ruin of it in his Fal. 
I ſhall conclude, with Regard to this Particular, with only one 
Obfervation, - That of all Men living, the Tories have the leaſt 
Reaſon to villify his Conduct.— Firſt, becauſe it was the/ Diſ- 
orders cauſed by their wicked Conduct in the Peace of be 
that firſt laid the Foundation of all the Errors of this Miniſter. 
— Secondly, Becauſe the Higs had not proceeded in this ſan- 
guinary Way, againſt a Minifter of their Faction, whoſe Con- 
duct had been directly levelled againſt his Country, and who had 
aſſiſted in a Plan for effecting that which at leaſt appears, to every 

Whig, the greateſt of all Crimes, the advancing a 5 Prince 
upon the Throne, and ſacrificing every Thing to France, to 
compaſs this pernicious View. — And, Thirdly, Becauſe they had 
themſelues ſtopt ſnort but the Vear before, upon a Motion which 
tended only to remove the Miniſter from Power ;—their Beha- 
viour therefore againſt the Miniſter in the preſent Time, ſhews, 
firſt, That they are without Shame; ſecondly, That they are 
void of Gratitude ; thirdly, That they are falſe in their pre- 
tended Zeal, and conſequently, that their Behaviour upon this 
Head 2 to be odious to every Man, who has any Senſe of 

oneſty, or Honour; but their Point was to miſ- 

repreſent the new Adminiſtration, and the ſame Deſire of Miſ- 
repreſentation, led them to fall foon after, without Mercy, on 
the Characters of the Members of the Secret Committee, ſome 
of whom, not long after, obtained Employments, which they 
thirſted after themſelves, and the View of which was ſo appa- 
rently one of the Grounds of their o wn Oppoſition. —— This they 
8 to be a Proof of Treachery and Corruption, in the 
erſons upon whem they were conferred z whereas the juſt Re- 
flection to be made upon it, was molt pleaſing to all well- mean- 
ing Men, fince it was a convincing Evidence, that the Prince 


upon 
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upon the Throne bore no Reſentment even to thoſe of his Sub- 


oint eas, who were engaged in the deepeſt manner againſt his late 
pro- Miniſter, when he was once ſatisfied, that they were not taint- 
new ed in their Principles, either to himfelf, or to the Conſtitu- 

who tion of their Country. - | 
3eha- i Thus it was, that the Faction proceeded as ſoon as they loſt 
r had Sight of their private Advantages, and the Proſpect of a Tory Ad- 
Wing = mmiftration. —Every one of their Proceedings viſibly appeared to- 
n the | 


tally with the Conduct of the ſame Faction in all former Times: 
They could not be miſtaken, and there wanted nothing to 
ther, fix it upon them, but direct Attempts to poiſon the Peo- 

le, with regard to the Prince upon the Throne, and to the 
Royal Family. — This farther evidence was not long deficient, 
for even before that Seffions was over, the Publick ſwarmed 
with ſuch Seditions and Treaſonable Libels, and impudent Pro- 
ductions, both in Verſe and Proſe, as never had been endured in 
any Age or Nation, which, I by Impunity, have ſince 
riſen to a Point that calls aloud for ſignal Puniſhment. —But to 
what it arrived atlaft, is not yet Time to relate ; it was not till 
the next Seſſions, that the Maſk was compleatly taken off, and the 
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s ſan- Method J have laid down obliges me, firſt, to obſerve the Conduct 

4 the new Adminiſtration during the Interval of Parltan ent, the 
ho had ucceſs of their Meaſures, and the Difference that appeared in the 
every Situation of our Aﬀairs at the ſecond meeting of the Parliament. 
Prince Now, as to the Conduct of theſe Gentlemen in the Admi- 
ce, to niſtration, and thoſe who have acted with them, it appears un- 
ey had deniably, from what we have already ſhewn with Regard to the 


Faction, that they could act no other Part than to ſupport the 
Meaſures of the r irſt, Becauſe theſe Meaſures 
were their own, they were directed by themſelves, and it is a 
palpable Abſurdity for an Adminiſtration: to oppoſe itſelf. Se- 
condly, Becauſe nothing but Ruin could have enſued, either at 
Home or Abroad, if they had not deſiſted when they did. 
For if they had not deſiſted when the Miniſter was removed, 
and when the Direction of the Meaſures was left to them. 
one Month's Continuance of the former Adminiftration, muſt - 
have deſtroyed the Houſe of Au/tfia without Redemption, —and 
they had been much more crimifta} even than the late Miniſter 
himſelf, if they had neglected this Opportunity to fave it, and 
refuſed when it was in their Power to do it ;—again, if they oy 
declined the Acceptance of this Power when it was thus offer 
to them, what equal, or what other Benefit could have accrued 
to their Country by it? 14 = 33% 

It is obvious that nothing but Confuſion at home could have: 
been effected by it. Their 2 had . 
* 4 


=} 
7 


"SE % Bo ; 

the intemperate Conduct of the Faction; and it is abſurd to 
imagine that Parties thus broken can be ever reunited:— By 
the Effects of their Madneſs, the Miniſterial Party, which had 
never been vanquiſhed, and had only retreated, were now ral- 
lied, and as they were before equal, were now: as viſibly ſupe- 
rior in the Houſe of Commons, as they had been all the Time 
before in the Houſe of Lords, and in another Place; the rea- 
ſonable and the moderate Men had already left them; and if a 
civil War had happened every Man of Family 7 Fortune 
had been driven from them by it. No that a civil War had 
been the Conſequence, is the Opinion of every Man of Expe- 
rience in this Country: The Symptoms of it never appeared ſo 
ſtrong in any Period of our Hiſtory ; many knew. this who 
concealed it, and ridiculed, the Apprehenſion, reſolying to run 
all Riſques for their private Advantage, and many more be- 
cauſe it was the only probable Way of ſucceeding in the great 
View peculiar to their Faction. ——Convullions of this kind are 
never foreſeen by the Generality of Men; for if they were, 
they could not poſſibly happen, becauſe Faction would be de- 
ſerted before it could proceed ſo far: The People of England 
were drawn on to the great Rebellion by the very ſame Pre- 
tences, with which they were now encouraged to perſiſt; they 
were told that the oppoſite Side would yield if they. continued 
firm:—None or very few of the Parliament of 1641 thought 
that the King either would or could have reſiſted :* Sir Benjamin 
Rudyard, a very leading Man in the Qppolition of that Lime, 
upon his DeathBed grievouſly laggented that he had beendecerved 
by Pymm and Hamden into this Opinion; J/hitlecke, another of 
that Stamp, ſtrongly obſerves this Management of the Faction 
of that Age; both Lord Clarendon and M hitlocte, and indeed all 
the other conſiderable Hiſtorians of that Time, agree upon it, 
and remark the Aſtoniſhment of the whole Nation, when the 
King took the Field, and the Battle of Zdge-hill was fought ; 
that they, began ſorely to repent, but it was, then too late, and 
they were obliged to go on: Now ifa King of England at that 
Time, who had ſtrained Prerogative ſo high, who had manifeſtly 
declared his Pretenſions to abſolute Power, who had galled both 
the Poor and Rich, and had ruled with a Rod of Iron, could 
have ſtood his Ground ſo well, and during that Conteſt frequently 
brought his Antagoniſt to the Brink of Ruin, and his People 
to the Verge. of an irredèemable Bondage, What Man can 
think ſo baſely of bis Countrymen in this Age, as to imagine, 
that /a Prince would now find no Friends, who bas ſtrictly made 
the Lawsof this Land the ſole Rule of his Government from the 
Beginning of his Reign; under whom no ons Inſtance of . 
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gal Conduct ean be inftanced, and againſt whom nothing was 
pretended to be urged, but the having upheld too long a Mini- 
ſter, who was odious, (whether juſtly or unjuſtly, no matter 
which,) to his Country; when even this had been done iti 4 
legal Way, and when that Miniſter had been actually removed 
at the preſſing Inſtances of the People, and before the Majority cf 
either Houſe of Parliament had pronounced him guilty of any 
Crime: This Opinion is therefore very weak, and weaket 
ſtill when we compare that Time with this. There was then 
no Pretender to the Throne, from whom a Change of Reli- 
ion, and a Confiſcation of Eftates might be Apel. which 
Fear: would operate upon many now, and cannot fail to tye a 
mighty Number ſteady to this Family; that Prince had 10 Ne: 
venues, and he had no Army; the preſent Prince has both: 
And though he neither could nor would employ either to enſlave 
his People, he undoubtedly would and could exert them in 
his own juſt Defence, and in that of the Conſtitution of his 
Kingdoms; and he would be warranted before God and Man 

to do it But would any Man of Senſe, any Man who ſincerel 
loved his Country, deſire to drive things to this Extremi —1 
is vain to flatter and cheat the People with an affected Tender- 
neſs for Liberty, when they preſs fo furiouſly to put it upon ſuch 
an Ifſue :—Tt needs no Solomon to paſs a Judgment to which 
of the two Parents this Child belongs. | 
In Truth there was no Poſſibility for an honeſt Man in his 
right Senſes to act any longer with theſe Men, when it was no- 
torious by their Conduct, and by their Declarations in their 
Meetings to ſupport what they called the Broad- Bottom, that 
their Conteſt was not only ſo in Fact, but avowed to be for pri- 
vate Profit andEmployments, When in thatConiunture, allthe 
Cry againſt thoſe, who were firſt taken in, was grounded ſingly 
upon the Non-admiſfion of all the Tories, and Men of known 
worſe Principles; had it been either wiſe or honeſt to have ſtop- 
ped that Settlement of our Affairs ſo infinitely neceſſary to pre- 
vent Ruin Abroad and Confuſion at Home, for the Sake of any 
private Men whatever, and much more for the Sake ef Men of 
ſuch a Character? It had been already done in ſome Degree; It was 
earneſtly wiſhed to have done it farther; It might have been pru- 
dent in ſuch a Time, to have gratified even the private and cor- 
rupt Views of ſome for the publick Tranquillity; and it would 
have been done, if the publick Safety could have ſuffered it; in 
proportion as the Moderation of Particulars could have allowed: 
but the Violence of the Faction put it beyond Diſcretion, and 
out of the Power of Government to doit. Their Conduct 
fully confirmed all former Suſpicions; the Demand was too 
* E 3 | general 
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general to be complied with; the Execution expected too ſud- 
denly ; the Nature of it too diſguſtful to diſpoſe the Heart of 
any generous Man to yield. There is a Degree of private In- 
tereſt, which may, which muſt be allowed to human Nature, 
It is not Honeſty but Folly to decline any Advantages, which 
are not procured by any Sacrifice of Principle, or any other 
unworthy Means vg but when it appears barefaced and impu- 
dent, when itis regardleſs of all ill Conſequences, when it at- 
tempts to raviſh and over-power all juſt Authority, it then be- 
comes deteſtable, dangerousand muſt be cruſhed at all Events ; 
was it notenough that the Miniſter had been borne done by the 
People ? that every Day produced new Changes ia Favour of 
the new Adminiſtration ? Muſt the Government, the Privy- 
Council, all Employments in the State be canton'd out ad 
arbitrium populi, na by a private Cabal, or at the Tavern 
Meetings of a fired action? What would the rational 
World think of this Conſtitution, if the Laws of this Country 
put this power into the Hands of the People; but how much 
more monſtzous, if it ſhould, or could be ſuffered to be done at 
—their Caprice, without any Law at all, and by their own arbi- 


oy Will. | 
hen a Combination viſibly appeared, toexcludeallMen from 
a Re- election into Parliament, who accepted of Employments; 
when the moſt expenſive Oppoſitions were created by all the 
worſt and moſt corrupt Means to turn ſuch Elections againſt 
the Perſons who accepted: how was it poſſible, for the new 
Adminiſtration any longer to purſue their View of bringing in 
their Friends, much leſs of making that Rout among the Place- 
men of the old Party, which was fo vainly and abſurdly inſiſted 
upon? When it was now on a ſudden become the wild Doc- 
trine of the People, to let no Placemen at all into Parliament; 
and when the Doctrine of the Faction was, that none ſhould be 
ſuffered to come in but by their Conſent and Approbation ; 
was not the Abſurdity of the firft a thing, that rendered it im- 
poſſible; the Conduct of the other, of ſuch a Tendency, as no 
Government can or ought to bear; prepoſterous beyond the 
Power of Words to expreſs it, inconſiſtent with the Conftitu- 
tion, ſubverſive of all Order in the State, and productive of 
ſuch Canſequences, as muſt have encouraged Faction to a De- 
gree, that would not allow one Hour's Peace in future Time 
to this Country. I Ab ore? 
With regard to the Popular Laws, the Leaders of the Op- 
poſition ſincerely wiſhed many things amended in our Conſti- 
tution 3 they had begun by a Place Bill, by the Alteration in 
the Mutiny Bill, with regard to the Billeting of Soldiers in 85 
| ns 
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 ſad- City andLiberty of //z4min/er, have ſince proceeded by aLaw 
art of r regulating the Scotch Elections, and by the Abolition of the 
e In- Pot As, which being under the Regulations of the Exciſe, and 
ture. ſettled at the arbitrary Eſtimation of that Commiſſion, was a 
vhich heavy Oppreſſion, and great Inſtrument of Influence through 
other the whole Capital; and they iii de hone/tly mean, as faſt as 
mpu- they can, to rectify all other Matters of 71 Uneaſineſs.— But 
it at- was it poſſible, as things-were circumſtanced, or would it be 
n be- prudent, in any Time, to make everyAlteration of this kind at 
ents; MS once?—lf theſe Things beduly conſidered, they are great Points 
y the already gained,— Theſe Things however are ſaid to be nothing, ; 
our of but the little Content they have given is noProof that they are no- 
rivy- ching. -I wiſh it may not rather lead to prove, that nothing but 
at ad ga total Change to Popular Government will do.—In ſuch an 
avern MS heated Condition, was it fitting that Popular Bills, be they ne- 
tional ceſſary, or be they not, ſhould be raviſhed by Force, when all 
untry thoſe different Plans of Reformation, which, during the Courſe 
much of the former Oppoſition, had been propoſed by Men of diffe- 
one at rent Principles, never approved by all, and aſſented too tem- 
1 arbi- WE porarily by the different Parties only for the ſake of Union,— 
= poſitively known not to be all neceflary, but moved as Suc- 
a from WH c:danea to each other; when one was loſt, to ſupply its Place 
nents; by another, not in the View to procure a//, but in Hopes at laſt 
all the to get ſomething. — When all theſe different Propoſitions were 
gainſt now ignorantly and groſly confounded by the V ulgar, and blend- 
e new ed into (what was never dreamed of, or intended in the greateſt 
ringin Fire of Oppoſition) one regular Scheme of a new Conſt tution, 
Place- and when this was inſolently made the Alternative of Peace or 
nſiſted WR Var between theGovernours and theGoverned, —when, among 
| Doc- thoſe who thought themſelves moſt moderate, no two Men a- | 
ment; WH greed upon what was neceſlary.—Some thinking that all Se- | 
uld be Curity lay in a good Place- Bill, about the Degree and Extent | 
ation ; of which they likewiſe differed. Some in a Penſion Bill, which 
it im- others more juſtly thought would ſignify nothing. Some in a 8 
as no Law for Triennial Parliaments, which all who did not delight 
in Riot, or in the proſpect of Corruption, thought both dangerous 
and dubious, -Some for Annual Parliaments, which others 
thought too frequent. Some for Fuftice on the Earl of Orford, 
Others not for ſanguinary Views. —Some for a Reduction of the | 
Civil Lift, which others thought unjuſt to be taken away, having { 
been legally given.—Some for the Sale of all Employments.— 
Others for allowing a few,—Some for taking the Diſps/ition of 
them out of the Crawn, which others thought Anti- Conftituti-. \ 
onal. —Some for allowing them to ſulſiſl, but to be given only to 
thoſe who were not in Parliament, that is, among themſelv:s. 
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Some to allow them but 2 be given for Life,—Some for ma- 
King the Army mdependant,—Others for no regular Troops 
at all. In this Paſſion, Irregularity, and Uncertainty of Pub- 
lick Opinion, if the Leaders of the Oppoſition had ſtood out 
ftill the People were ſatisfied, it is plain they muſt have ſtood up 
or ever. For whatever Conceſſions had been made, the Bulk 
of that Set of Men, who, as I have obſerved in the Beginning, 
compoſe all kinds of Oppoſition, would have ftill remained 
diſſatisfied. —And this Set of Men, whether in the Right or 
the Wrong, always aſſume to themſelves the Title of the People, 
Farther whatever ſingle Points has been obtained, it was now 
become a Maxim, that nothing was got, if all was not got, 
and at leaſt thoſe who had not been gratified in their reſpective 
favourite Propofitions, would have ftill continued to abuſe and 
villify in the ſame degree. And if all had been granted, which 
Was impoſſible, and abſurd, (becauſe, as I have obſerved, all was 
never by any wiſe Man intended,) many others had been of- 
fended and terrified, at ſo great a Change in the Conſtituti- 
on, to the other Extreme. —They would have juſtly complain- 
ed, that the King and the Lords were rendered uſeleſs, that an 
Anarchy muſt be at length the Confequence, that the Peo- 
ple would be raiſed to the Power of doing tumultuouſly every 
thing they liſted, and that being arrived at this Power, they 
would naturally fall under the Dire&ion of wicked and 
factious Men, who would lead them to purſue a thouſand wilder 
Projects, which would have daily opened in proportion to their 
Succeſs. In Conſequence of this, a new Oppoſition would have 
riſen upon quite contrary Notions, —This Oppofition would 
have naturally degenerated into thoſe deep Monarchical Princi- 
ples, which would have brought us back again to Paſſive Obe- 
dience, Non-Reſiſtance, Hereditary Right, and all that Train 
of Nonſenſe, which infeſted the Reaſonof this Country ſo many 
Years. Great Numbers are to be found in this Nation, who 
will not truſt to the limited Views of the People, who know, 
that when they gain one thing by Force, they are taught from 
thence to extort every thing by the ſame means ; that as ſurely 
as Princes aim at abſolute Power, the popular get equally 
drives ata Democracy; and when they are pat into a Condition 
to enforce their Demands, never will deſiſt in any Country till 
they get it.— This is not the Meaning ofany honeſt Man, who 
would ſooner keep this Conſtitution, with all its Faults, than 
put to Sea in Storms to ſearch for another. —The People aid 
Tribunes of Rome never reſted till they got the Power of the 
Commonwealth into their Hands : —Their Ambition then be- 
came ſo notorious, their Views ſo corrupt, their Attempts 6 
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mad, that the Senate they oppoſed, and endeavoured to deſtroy, 

though themſelves not wholly free from Blame,) made Friends 
b the Extravagance of their Antagoniſts, to reſiſt them. —In 
the Reſiſtance, private Men grew too great for both, and the 
Conteft ended in the Loſs of Liberty.— It did fo in England in 
the Time of Cromwell; the People never ceaſed puſhing for the 
whole Power, till Reaſon came on the Side of the Crown ;— 
the King was then enabled to refit, which, when he did, if he 
had conquered, the Nation had been Slaves to him,—as it hap- 
pened, & popular General became the Tyrant.-—The untea- 
ſonable Oppoſition of the Cortez to the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth, compleatly ruined the Liberties of Spain,—it was worked 
up into Rebellion, and it would be good to remark the Pre- 
tenſions of that Oppoſition, the Commeneement, Courſe and 
Iſſue of that Rebellion, if we had time to do it here. 

Yet no Man will deny, but that the People and Tribunes 
of Rome were in the Right to oppoſe the too great Power of 
the Senate to a certain Point, 

The People of England, to oppoſe the weak and wicked 
Government of the Miniſt.y of Charles the Firſt, had they 
known where to have ſtopped. 

The Cortez of Spain, to have exerted their Privileges, had 
they done it with Moderation, and without falling into Faction. 
The Error lay, in not being contented with the juſt Con- 
ceſſions that were made to every one of theſe. 

The Crime in attempting by Force to alter their reſpective 
Conſtitutions, which ought ever to be deemed ſacred :=Con- 
ſtitutions once eſtabliſhed, can never be with Juſtice altered, 
but by the full and free Conſent of the different Members of 
the Legiffature.—It is intolerable for any one Member of it, to 
force the reſt to concede any thing. Such an Attempt rarely 
fails to meet the Fate, which attends Injuſtice in all its Steps; 
it ſeldom ends, but in the Ruin of the Projectors, and in the 
utter Defeat of what they projet, 

As long as Men, by legal Ways alone, endeavour to procure 
Laws, which appear eh pt them, and quietly fit down under 
their Diſappointment, if a Majority cannot be prevailed upon 
to come into their Opinions, and do not inſolently think them- 
ſelves entitled to model the Conſtitution of their Country to 
their own fantaftic Whim, ſuch Endeavours deſerve no Cen- 
ſure, they may in time produce good Laws, and good Effects. 
But when Men pretend to dictate to the Legiſlature, and im- 
pudent]y preach and juſtify Rebellion, if they meet with Con- 
tradiction, Government muſt anſwer ſternly to ſuch importu- 
nate Demands ;— While ſuch a Temper continues, it is dan- 

gerous 
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gerous to grant any thing, one ſuch Precedent will beget a 
thouſand, and is ſufficient to overthrow the beſt eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution upon Earth: When it ſhall ſubſide fo far, that the 
People ſeem to be capable of Contentment, upon moderate Con- 
ceſſions, that Man is diſhoneſt, who will not exert himſelf to 
procure for them all that is fair, juſt, and prudent.— But till 
then, he muſt be mad, or worſe, who will yield one fingle 
Point, which they never receive with Gratitude, but attri- 
bute always to themſelves, and conſider, as extorted by Force, 

an Evidence of their own Power, an Imbecility in Govern- 
ment, and an Encouragement to all Intemperance. 

When ſuch was the Caſe of this Country, when Men of the 
moſt infamous and factious Views, began to unmaſk, and ſhew 
themſelves without the leaſt Reſerve, when Treaſon was be- 
come a publick Topic of Diſcourſe, when all Decency, Order, 
and Subordination, was in a manner deſtroyed, and the 2 

indiſcriminately treated every Character of Dignity, Worth, 
and Honour, with an outragious Inſolence and Contempt 
Had it been the Part of Patriotiſm to have ſtood out longer, to 
have further aggravated and inflamed this Extravagance, which 
threatened the Diſſolution of Government itſelf in all its Parts? 
When it was manifeſt, that there was a Party, whom no- 
thing could content but the Ruin of the preſent Family upon 
the Throne, and who would have ſtill continued to oppoſe, let 
what Changes ſoever have been made.—W hen by the moft 

flagrant Inſtances of Paſſion, Faction, wicked Principles, both 
Republican and Jacobite, private Corruption, and an utter 
Diſregard of the Publick, were become thus manifeſt ; when 
even popular Laws, as the Place Bill, and the ReQification 
of all our Foreign Meaſures were oppoſed ; when nothing 
but tearing the Government down, the Conſtitution up 
by the Roots, putting the Adminiſtration of all our Affairs 
into the Hands of the moſt violent and dangerous Men, when 
no Time was given to effect any thing; but in the very firſt 
Week of the Change, a few Men, diſappointed of Places, 
which they had carved out for themſelves, had raiſed the In- 
flammation to a higher Point than ever, when the Effect of 
their Labours upon the People had diſcovered what a deſperate 
Lemper they were in, when, in order to gain them to their 
Side, they had pawned, as it were, their Honour, F they ne- 
quired Power to yield every thing that the moſt violent detired, 
when, if this Compromiſe with them had been afterwards 
broken, the Nation muſt have fallen into worſe Confuſion; and 
if the Compromiſe were kept, the Government and Conſtitution 
mult have been ſubyerted, —when they had enn Lun oy 
| word, 
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et 2 Sword,” and vowed Revenge, againſt thoſe Leaders who had 
hed WE wrought the Change, could thoſe Leaders have ſtood out till 
the theſe Men were ſatisfied, could they have reſigned their Sta- 
on- tion, relied again upon theſe People, or entertained any Hopes, 
f to that the Union broken, by the Violence of theſe Men, could 
till have been reſtored again, or could have had any Proſpect 
nele wich this diſunited Body, to have prevented the Return of 
tri- = the former Miniſter ? 


rce, = When by this mad, inconſiſtent and wretched Conduct the 
honeſt Leaders of the former Oppoſition were in ſo great a de- 
gree diſarmed of Power to do all the Good they wiſhed to 


the WH the Publick, or the Service they intended to their Friends; was 
bew it not wiſe and honeſt to make the beſt Uſe, that they could 
be- of this Conjuncture? When the Madneſs of others prevented 
der, their making it better, was it not for the Intereſt of their 
lace Country to act in ſuch a wa, & as to keep out the former 
rth, Miniſter, and to employ the Influence of their new Stations e- 
ot qually to prevent the Continuance of the old Meaſures, and to 
to prevent the pernicious Deſigns of a dangerous Faction in this 
hich unwor:hy Manner labouring to come in! Were they not ju- 
irts? ES ftified to join with thoſe, who (upon various Motives, ſome 
no- from Error, ſome from Shame, ſome from the Difficulty of 
pon RF quitting the Party, with which 28 been ſo long engaged, 
„let ſome from a miſtaken Principle of Gratitude, and falſe Notion 
moſt = of Honour, nay, ſuppoſe ſome from, Corruption itſelf,) though 
both . they had done wrong before, were now ready and willing to 
1tter change their Conduct, to rectify miſtakes, and to purſue thoſe 
then very Meaſures, which were abſolutely neceſſary, right in them- 
tion MY ſelves, which had been the declared View of all honeſt Men till 
hing that Moment, and had been loudly called for ſo many Years by 
1 up WE the whole People? No worthy Man will deny that they were 
Fairs not juſtified in this Conduct; no Man of Senſe can deny but 
vhen that they did both honeſtly and greatly in what they did; 
firſt Cunctando reflituerunt rem, non enim ponebant rumores ante ſa- 
aces, lutem : By this temperate and ſteady Behaviour under all theſe 
In- galling Difficulties, of Inſult, Clamour and unjuſt Reproach, 
c of they maintained ſo much Credit in deſpight of thoſe, who 
erate laboured to deſtroy it, that they changed the whole Spirit 
their and Conduct of the Adminiſtration. 
y ne- The Conſequences of their vigorous Proceeding, quickly 
ired ſhewed itſelf in a wonderful Degree; the Face of Affairs 
yards turned in a moſt merciful and happy Manner, beyond the moſt 
and ſanguine Hope and Expectation of Mankind: The King of 
ation Pruſha and the Queen of Hungary were brought to Terms; 


1 the. the one to quit his Confederacy with France; the other to 
N yield 
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yield a Part of her Rights to induce him to it; the firſt mani. 
feſtly from an Apprehenſion of the Iſſue of the Conteſt, which 
grew precarious upon the Exertion of the Briti/h Power; the 
other in a Confidence of future Support from this Nation, 
in Return for an extraordinary Conceffion, The Auſtrian 
Armies ravaged, plundered and became entirely Maſters of 
Bavaria, carrying the Wat into the Countries, and ſuſtaining 
themſelves at the Expence, of the Enemy : Animated by the 
Proſpect of further Aſſiſtance from Great- Britain, and depend- 
ing in Conſequence upon that of the Dutch, (whoſe Armies 
were actually augmented by 30, ooo Men, and who begun in 
proportion as they ſaw they could confide in our Councils, to 
withdraw their Deference from France,) they exerted them- 
ſelves with a Bravery and Spirit, which carried every Thing be- 
fore it; the Supplies we had given the Court of Vienna enabled 
her, beſides leaving 20,000 regular Troops in Flanders, to take 
the Field with three Armies; one in Bohemia, another in Ba- 
varia, and a third in 7taly ; which laſt, in Conjunction with a 
Body of Sardinian Forces, were ſufficient to make Head againſt 
a numerous Army of Spaniards in that Country; the farther 
Supply given the King of Sardinia enabled him not only to 
form that Army laſt mentioned, but to compoſe another at the 
Head of which, with infinite Hazard to his Perſon, infinite 
Hardſhip and Fatigue; he defended his Dutchy of Savoy du- 
ring the whole Summer, and the greater Part of a long Win- 
ter's Campaign againſt another great and wel-appointed Ar- 
my of Spaniards headed by a Prince of Spain, and in ſpight of 
all their Efforts, in which their beſt Troops and immenſe Sums 
were waſted, has to this Hour barr'd their Paſſage into ahh; 
nor was this all, for by a ſtrong Fleet of Men of War in the 
Mediterranean and a proper Uſe of it, we ſtruck ſuch Ter- 
ror, that the Court of Naples was obliged to agree to a Neu- 
trality, and prevented an Army of 40,000 Men from ſuccour- 
ing the Troops of Spain, which in the firſt Place, ſaved the 
Loſs of the Ballance in Itah; in the ſecond, proved the Ruin 
of the Spaniſh Army there; in the third, laid thoſe Seeds of 
Diſcontent between the Spaniſh Court and that of Naples, 
(the former thinking it the ſtrongeſt Inſtance of Ingratitude, 
to be deſerted in this Extremity, by their own Son, who was 
fo lately raiſed to that Dignity ſolely by the Expence of the 
Blood and Treaſure of the Spaniſb Monarchy) as will probably 
never be removed, and may be the Foundation'of great Ad- 
vantage to us hereafter ; in the fourth Place, it has diſcovered 
to us, of what Weight we may hereafter be in that Part of 
Europe in à higher Degree than ever we knew * _ 
| , 
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fifth, it has been the moſt ſevere Revenge, and was the moſt 
complete Method to diſtreſs the Court of Spain : For in a 
War with that Power, we could not have waſted her Trea- 
ſure, and ruined her Reputation, in an equal Degree, or 
deſtroyed ſo.many of her Troops in twenty Years, by any 
other Means, with this farther Advantage, that we rendered 
the Adminiſtration of the Queen intolerable to her Subjects, 
who were thus oppreſſed with Taxes, and drained of all their 
Men and Money to gratify ambitious Views, attended with theſe 
2zeravating Circumitances, that they brought not my Ruin, but 
Diſgrace and Scandal upon their Arms in every Inſtance: To 
this was joined an almoſt total Interruption of their Trade, and 
their Returns of Money from the Indies, which, as faſt as their 
inexpreſſible Neceſſities obliged them to be made, were, in very 
many Inſtances, intercepted by the Vigour and Diligence of the 
Navy ſtationed, commanded and directed by the new Admiralty ; 
which Gains, if fairly accounted for, not only ballanced all the 
ſſes, that our Merchants have ſuſtained (notwithſtanding the 
Number of their Privateers and the Extent of our Commerce) 
ſince the Time of the late Change, but have gone far to wipe 
off thoſe Scores, which had been run up againſt them, by the 
Neglect and imprudent Conduct of the former Adminiftration, 
t could now be ſaid no longer, that our Hands were tied by 
Fear, by Corruption, or by neutral Engagements. We rode tri- 
umphanton the Ocean, our pteper Element,. We confined both 
the whole French and Spaniſb Eleets, who, tho' combined, dared 
not venture to oppoſe us, while we employed but a Part of ours 
to do both this, and to keep Naples to its Neutrality, to inſult 
their Ports, — arr their Privateers from iſſuing in any Num- 
bers fram the at wa e reſtored the Honour of our Fl 2 
now returned the Inſolence of France, whom we treated wi 
the ſame Contempt, with which the, for many Y ears, had treated 
us.-- We burnt the Ships of her Allies, and our Enemies, in hers 
Ports, we ſearched and rummaged almoſt every Veſſel ſhe haz 
t to Sea. Our Fleets ſailed from Jamaica with an avowedDe- 
= to attack, fink, burn, and deſtroy the Squadrons ſhe ſent into 
thoſe Parts; and ſhe knows the Orders of our Admirals, to fink, 
burn, and 4.5 A 12 Ace ſhall venture to 285 out 
again; yet ſhe has been obliged to pocket every one of the 
Affronts: If our Naval Dignit 55 not reſtored by theſe 15 
uons, what can reſtore it? and if theſe Things cannot be deni- 
ed to be true, as they cannot be, what. Impudence, and what 
Wickedneſs muſt it be to villify the preſent Government, to poi- 
ſon and deceive the ignorant and unwary Multitude, with per- 
petual Din, of the low contemptible Condition to which we fro 
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ſaid to be reduced? It is a Shame to ſuffer ourſelves to be abuſed 
in thisgroſs Manner; the Leaders of the Faction themſelves laugh 
at the Fol and Deluſion of the People, that they have fooled 
to ſuch a Point? They even now deſpiſe thoſe Wretches who 
are thus ſeduced, and they themſelves loath and deteſt the ſedi. 
tious Tools of which they now make their Uſe, and when they 
have ſerved their Turn, will aſſuredly turn their Backs up- 
on them : But let me return to fay one Word upon our Con- 
duct with Regard to France :--Let any Man look back up- 
on the inſolent and imperious Treatment, which towards the 
Clofe of the laſt Adminiſtration we have received from that 
Power. Let him then conſider what we have ſince done, and 
let him anſwer, if he can, whether this Nation has received 
no Benefit by the late Change.-- France has found, and proclaims 
it by her Conduct, whatever we may ſtupidly and ungratefully 
dovat Home, that the trembles at the Power and the Meaſures of 
this Nation. If publick Contempt be publick Weakneſs, as it 
is with Nations known to be; what Applauſe is due to thoſe, | 
who have ſhifted that Contempt from themſelves, and caſt it 
upon the Enemy, andwhohaveconſequentlyprocured that Weak- 
neſs to France, which the former Miniſter had by twenty Years 
tame Adminiſtration with Pains procured for us; if there be | 
any Senſe left in this Nation, they muſt fee all this; if there 
be any Honeſty, they will confeſs it, let their private Views or 
Diſappointments be what they will; if there be any Warmth of 
Heart; Love, or Regard, for the Honour, the Dignity, the Safety 
and Well-being of our Coyntry, they will proclaim it in defpighr 
of Faction, popular Ferment, or any private Danger. The 
Maxim of 7. 2 however applied by him, will hold true 
with every State, Majus fama potentia quam ſua vi nixa > Great 
as the Power of France may be, it is the Fame, the Opinion of 
that Power, that has ſo long ſupported her in her ambitious 
Views, enabled her to trample upon the Rights and Libertics 
of all Europe, and to ſport with the moſt facxed Ties of Truth 
and Faith of Treaties ; it is this, that encouraged her, after fo 
many ſolemn Declarations in the laſt German War, that ſb: 
would acquire nothing, to graſp that mighty Acquiſition of Lor- 
rain; it was this, that induced her, in that perhdious manner, to 
violate her Engagements to the Pragmatick Canction, which was 
the Condition of that Acquiſition ; it was this. that terrified every 
Potentate in Europe into a Submiſſion to all her Indignities, and 
into Non-Reſiſtance under the Yoke ſhe has impoſed fo long 
upon many Nations, and under the Proſpect of the Chains ſhe 
was forging for all the European World; is it not therefore 
a mighty Point, gained by this Nation, in the __ T 
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little more than one Year, to have reduced that over-bearing 
Power into this deficient State of Credit, and to have reſtored 
that Credit to ourſelves, which was ſo totally loſt ?—It is — 
an empty Vanity, but a ſolid Benefit.— Can any Thing ten 

more, hereafter, to lighten the Expence of future Struggles for 
the Liberty of Europe, than this Reduction of the Credit of that 
Nation, and the Reſtoration of our own? Can any thing pre- 
vent ſo much the Occaſion of taking up Arms, as that Diſcovery, 


which will induce all the Pewers in Europe to be leſs afraid to 


doit againſt France? and can any thing give ſo great Weight to 
our Negociations without Recourſe to the Sword, as the general 
Opinion, that whenever we draw it, we are able to curb that 
Power: This Conduct viſibly muft have this fortunate Effect, 
that if it be —— for us to be reduced to the Neceſlity of 
engaging in Land- Wars upon the Continent, it will render that 
Neceflity leſs frequent; if the Greatneſs of the Expence is grie- 
vous, and drains us of our Specie, it muſt-make it leſs in future, 
as it muſt ſecure us more ready affiftance and ſtronger Alliances, 
than if we wanted that Fama potentiæ, and that Opinion, which 
by the Providence of God, and the Conduct of our Affairs bas 
been now reſtored again. | 
Thus, by this Conduct, we have undeceived the World as to 
the Power of France ; not that it is not great, which would be 
delufive ; but that it is not omnipotent and irreſiſtible : And thus 
we have in a ſhort time gone far, not only to reſtere Things re- 
duced both at Home and Abroad to an almoſt deſperate Con- 
dition, but even turned the Errors of the former Adminiſtra- 
tion to Advantage; which is viſible in the higheſt Degree, by 
the Effects of our Conduct in the Mediterranean already men- 
tioned. Without all doubt, one of the moſt fatal and unha 
Meaſures of the late Adminiſtration was the neutral Condu 
there (though, whether all Things conſidered, it was avoidable, 
is not perhaps ſo eaſily determined) by which the Span; Armies 
were enabled to be landed ſafely in a Time of War, in Sight of 


our Squadrons, in Itah; and to form a junction with the French; 


et 4 Vigilance ſince, the Neutrality of Naples, and the driving 
th Fleets into ono Pound, we have encloſed all the Land Forces 
of Spain far from Home, and in great Meaſure out of the reach 
of all Recruits, Neceſſaries and Supplies; and we have our Pad- 
lock upon the greater Part of the Maritime Force of thoſe two 
Powers, which would have harraſſed us exceedingly had the 
been in differeat Parts ; kept us in perpetual Alarms, dil. | 
treſſed our Trade; and ſo divided our naval Force, that notwith- 
ſanding our Superiority at Sea, we ſhould have ſuffered many 
nveniencies, nay, even Danger from them, to our own 
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Coaſts, and ſome of our Settlements abroad. —It-will yet have 
a farther Effect, it diſpirits and brings down the haughty Spirit 
of that People, who are ever preſſing for War, it.diſcontents 
them with their own Adminiſtration; and if we can do it as 
effectually as their former Conduct has done it by us, there need 
not be a greater Curſe upon that Government, @ greater Plague, 
a greater Obſtruction to their Views, nor @ ſurer Way to bring 
them to their Ruin. br 7 | | 
By the Advantage that we have made of our Fleets in thoſe 
Seas, we have derived another great Advantage, for by tempo- 
riſing with the King of Naples, we have ſecured the Elector of 
_ Saxony and King of Poland, who, beſides the Hazard of his own 
Dominions, has, by his Alliance with that Prince, his Intereſt 
to conſider too, and who may be juſtly ſuppaſed to ſuffer ſome 
Weight in the Scale of his Determination, from a Reflection of 
the Cond ition to which his Daughter might be reduced, by any 
Raſhneſs he might be guilty of, in this ConjunRure. 
By theſe providential Succeſſes, which all the vile Sarcaſms of 
Faction can never prevail, to have attributed to any other Caulc 
than the manifeſt Revival of the Britiſb Spirit, directed, as it now 
is, the French were every where ſo foiled, that the Auſtrians were 
enabled to act upon the offenſive, and to beſiege Prague, where 
they confined no leſs than 24,000 of the beſt Troops of France 
for the whole Summer, with two Mareſchals of France, and 
prevented them with the reſt of their broken Army, from re- 
ceiving any Supplies, or from doing any conſiderable Miſchief, 
— till, by the Neceſſities into which they were at length brought, 
the Court of France was compelled to withbraw the Army under 
the Command of the Marſhal Maillebois, from the Circle of 
W:/thhalia, where 35,000 of their Troops had been employed to 
we the Electorate of Hanover and the Dutch at the ſame time. 
This wag ope of the firſtSteps they took in the Beginning of their 
Attempts on (Germany, and one of the wiſeſt, as the Conſe- 
uences of their Inability to continpe it, have fully ſhewn.— 
5 this they effeQed three great Ends; they diverted all the 
„ Sue 4 * from the Aſſiſtance of the general Cauſe; 
58 awed the Dutch; they prevented the Conjunction of t 
Troops of Englang, and o erke, in the Leu Countries, wi 
woe of Hanover, and thoſe of both the former with the 
utch.— Hanover was not fo much obliged, as e by 
Prudence to conſent to a temporary Neutrality ; for if they 
had hazarded the Event of War, they were inferior in number, 
and if they had defeated, that Body of Troops, which, as we have 
ſince ſeen, were intended to more important Purpoſes, had not 


only totally been rendered uſeleſs; but there could haye been no 
; | Poſſibility 
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poſfibility of compoſing afterwards that grand Army which was 
neceſſary to be compoſed, if we effectually intended to aſſiſt the 
Queen of Hungary, and to deal roundly with France, and 
which has ſince been compoſed, notwithſtanding the poſitive 
Aſſertion of the Faction, that it could never be, to whom the 
Devil has owed a Shame, and has fairly paid them, by giving 
them the Lie in every one Point that they have advanced. 
This Neutrality of Hanover having made fo great a Noiſe, 
I muſt have Leave to ſay a Word or two upon it; (for though 
my preſent. Purpoſe is not to defend the Meaſures of any Time 
precedent to the late Change, it is honeſt to do Juſtice to 
every Man, and not at all neceſſary to add more Errors than 
are due to the former Adminiſtration.) To ſpeak fairly of it, 
however malicioufly it has been made the Subject of Ridicule, 
it was the only Step that in that Circumſtance could have been 
taken with any Prudence, from this known and general Prin- 
ciple, that you ſhould never riſque a Diviſion of your Forces, 
if you can avoid it.— The Court of England conſidered the 
Auftrians, Heſfians, and the Englih in the Netherlands, toge- 
ther with the Zanoverian Troops, as one Army, diſperſed in 
remote Quarters, but intended to be aſſembled, and to act to- 
gether when conjoined ; they were then capable of making a 
formidable Army, and might be able to act or undertake any 
Thing, and we had great Reaſon to believe, and received the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances from the Leading Men in Holland, that 
when it was aſſembled, they would coneur with a large ad- 
ditional Body of Dutch Troops ;—if therefore the Hanoverians 
had ated ſingly, and been defeated fingly, the other divided 
Corps of Troops had been of very little Uſe, and might have 
followed their Fate, and the Dutch Miniſtry would have never 
deen able to have procured the Aſſent of the States, or to have 
engaged them in a Cauſe ſo hopeleſs, as it would have then ap- 
peared, when the Electorate of Hanover ſhould bave been re- 
duced into the ſame Condition with Bavaria : This might very 
poſſibly have been the Caſe, and any Man, who has not been 
thoroughly drench'd with the Poiſon of the Times, muſt be 
ſenſible, how ruinous ſuch an Event muſt have been, indepen - 
dent of any private Regard for thoſe Dominions, to the common 
Cauſe of Europe. Whoever is the leaſt converſant in puhlick 
Affairs, or has even common Senſe, muſt be able to judge of 
theſe Reaſons, which were rendered infinitely ſtronger by this 
Circumſtance, that they actually did, by their Neutrality all that 
Time, afford the Houſe of 1 en a moſt materia} Aſfiftance, 
depriving the French and the rians of ſo great a Force, to 
which, under God, was owing the Preſervation of the Houfenf 
oy * Aaſtris z 
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Auftria; for by this Means the happy Turn was effected in Ba- 
varia, and that Superiority acquired to the Arms of the Queen 
of Hungary, which had this Neutrality been never made, and 
had this Body of Troops been joined to the French and Imperial 
Armies in Bavaria and Bohemia, they muſt have ruined her 
infallibly in one Campaign: While the twenty- ſix or twenty- 
eight thouſand Hanoverians were upon their own Ground, they 

were a Match in the defenſive Part for a greater Number, but 


if drawn from thence, they had been equal only to the Num- 


bers, of which they actually did conſiſt themſelves. 

So long therefore as the Frinch continued upon the Confines 
of the Electorate of Hanover, there was neither Prudence or 
Neceſſity to act any other than a neutral Part; for by their 
Situation, and the Advantage of their own Country, it is de- 
monſtrable, that twenty-eight thouſand anſwered the End of 
an actual Aid to the Queen of Hungary of 35000 Men, 

But when the reduced Condition of the French obliged them 


to quit this Meaſure, it was neceſſary for us to change our Plan-- 


the Hanoverian Troops, had they remain'd in the Electorate, 
were then of no longer Uſe. In fach a Conjuncture, no honeſt 
Man in Britain would have wiſhed, that ſo great a Body of the 
beſt Troops in Europe, which by good Fortune were under the 
Influenceof this Nation, ſhould be unemployed.- The Queſtion 
therefore was, in what way they might be moſt adyantageouſly 
employed, —ſome imagined, that it had been proper to have 
followed the French Army, and the wiſe Politicians of the Fac- 
tion bellowed loudly againft this Neglect of Policy, as they pre- 
tended it to be; but many invincible Reaſons oppoſed them - 
ſelves to this Advice; ſome time muſt have neceſſarily been ſpent 
in ſettling a Point, which was of ſo nice a Nature, both in 
our own Councils, and in thoſe of the Imperial Court; —and 
by that time (tho? it was very ſhort) the French Army had got 
a great way upon their intended March. It was to be conf 
dered again, that the Hanoverian Troops could by no means 
follow with the ſame Expedition, that the others went ;—they 
had no Magazines, the French had exhauſted the Proviſions, 
and though they had paſk@ through the ſame Country, when 
| freſh and unannoyed, yet even they, from want of previous Pre- 
parations, ſuffered much in their March, and dwindled great!y; 
—how much therefore more muſt thoſe, who trod the fame 
Ground after them, have ſuffered ; how much muſt they have 
been delayed. The Seaſon of the Year began to be advanced, 
and the Summer muſt have been conſumed, before they could 
Have reached the Enemy; who in all Probability muſt have 
effected (if it was to be effected) whatever they could. have 
os) FO n propoſed, 
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n 
propoſed, before we could have come up with them.— 
Again, if the Enemy upon the Purſuit of the Hanoveri- 
ans had turned ſhort upon them, and waited in ſome ſtrong 
Poſt, they might have engaged them to great Diſadvantage, 
being ſuperior in Number ;--or they might have obliged them 
to ſtay and face them in a Country, that they had left behind 
them ruined ;--they had the ſtrong Town of Egra to befriend 
them, which the Hanouerians could not have neglected, nor 
have taken.- Thus the Effect of their March would have pro- 
bably been fatal to that Body of Troops, who muſt have winter- 
ed far from home, in a ruined Country, liable to all the Incon- 
venience of a Winter's Campaign, and we ſhould have put our- 
ſelves with a much ſmaller Force, and in a much more helpleſs 
Condition, near our Enemies, to have endured yet greater 
Hardſhips, than thoſe, by which even their great Armies, inu- 
red by two Campaigns, and long before provided for the Event, 
have been in a manner mouldered into nothing. Yet even this 
Riſque would have been run, if it had been intel upon by the 
Auſtrian Miniſters, with whom we acted with the ſtricteſt Har- 
mony.- We laid before them all theſe Ill- conveniences, and 
the irretrievable Prejudice, that an Accident to this Body of 
Troops muſt have occaſioned in the next Year's Operations. 
The Impoſſibility in that Caſe, of bringing jnto the Field, or 
forming a ſufficient Army, to deal with that Force, that might 
be brought againſt us by the French:--T hat our £nglih Troops, 
(which were not even then all landed) and the Auſtrians; in the 
Netherlands, were too remote to join the Hanowveriansin any rea- 
ſonable Time, had they ſet out upon that March immediately; 
that they were not yet accuſtomed and hardened to the Fatigues 
of War, and muſt therefore have been intirely ruined by ſuch 
a March, at ſuch a Diſtance, and at ſuch a Seaſon of the Year; 
that if it were poſſible, by the Means of the difficult Paſſes in 
the Mountains of Bohemia, by withdrawing the Troops from 
Prague,(leaving a ſufficient Number to form adiſtant Blockade, 
and to diſtreſs the Garriſon, to prevent the Junction of the two 
French Armies, Prague muſt fall of Courſe, the French muſt be 
diſheartened and confounded by their Diſappointment, and both 
their Armies ſuffer terribly, as they always did in the following 
Winter; while the Armies of the Allies united, much more 
numerous, ſtrong and vigorous, might enter into Action freſh, 
and with infinite Weight in the enſuing Spring.--Theſe Rea- 
ſons had their juſt Effect, they were proved folid by the Event. 
-- The Exglih Councils directed the Auſtrian Operations upon 
this Occafion, and they felt the happy Conſequence.--TheArmy 
of Maillbeis never could 2 ag the Paſſes of Bobe- 
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( 82) 
mia; but there involved, were miſerably butchered and deſtroy- 
ed, by Sword and Famine;-- while the Garriſon of Prague were 
reduced in prodigious Numbers, by vain. Attempts to eſcape, 
their Parties continually cut off, and their Proviſions and Sup- 
plies fo effectually obſtructed, that they were at length neceſ- 
ſitated in the ſevereſt Seaſon of that cold Climate, and after the 
moſt inſufferable Hardſhips, to abandon the Capital of Bohemia, 
and the whole Country, to their lawful Sovereign, (excepting 
Ezra, on the extream Borders of it,)bringing off with them not 
10, ooo Effective Men, the miſerable Remains of at leaſt 30,000, 
who had triumphed in that Country in the Beginning of that 
Vear.- But upon their Arrival, Diſeaſes broke in upon them, 
and ſwept off ſo many, even of that ſmall Number, and of the 
Army ſent to bring them off, that they could not remain there, 
and muſt have periſhed for Want, if they had been till har- 
raſſed by the Auſtrians.-In fine, they were reduced to ſuch 
Diftreſs, by a Series of Calamities, that left it might be faid, of 
tio great Armies, amounting together to more than 70,000 
Men, not one ſhould live to return, the French Court recalled 
their ſhattered Remains, and of both, not more than 20,9200 
Men had the Felicity to ſee their Native Soil again ; where the 
few that ſurvived the incredible Fatigues they have undergone, 
brought back, rather Weakneſs to their after, than Security 
to his Frontier, filing his wretched Subjects with Grief, De- 
jection of Spirit, Deteſtation of the Views of their ambitious 
nach, and Terror of the Miſeries they have endured; 
which every Man, capable of bearing Arms, by the abſolute 
Power of their Government, and the Diſtreſs of their Affairs, 
ſees himſelf hourly in Danger to undergo. | 

Thus far we have ſeen how much Folly, Ignorance and Vil- 
lany have concurred to miſrepreſent two important Points; 
the Neutrality of Hanover, and the Conduct of our New 
Councils in not marching after Maillebois's Army: To proſe- 
cute this Deduction of our Affairs during the laſt Interval of 
Parliament, we come now to ſhew the Part ated by our Ad- 
miniſtration upon the Removal of that Army : The Delibera- 
tions we have mentioned took up no more, as I remember, 
than three Weeks; and the Point being agreed between the 
Miniſtry of Auſtria, and our own, that the Hanoverian Forces 
Huld not follow, the next Step was obvious: If our own _ 
Reaſon could not have ſhewn it to us, it was dictated and 
pointed out by France; it was evident, as we have before 
obſerved, that the View of France in fending ber Armies to 
the Frontiers of that Electorate was no other than to prevent 
the Junction of the Hanoverian, Dutch, Britiſh and | — 
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Forces; if that was ſo favourite a View, that ſhe put herſelf 


to ſo vaſt a Charge for it, opiniatred that View ſo long, and 
ſubmitted to all the Ill- Convenience of weakening her Ar- 
mies in every other Part for it, would it have been excuſea- 
ble in us not to have profited by ſuch a Leſſon, and to have 


| loſt the Opportunity, which the Abſence of. that Army gave 


to form the neceſſary Conjunction of all our Forces; the on- 
ly Perſon, who could have Reaſon to demur upon the Point 
was the Elector of Hanover himſelf; who by detaching ſuch a 
Body of his Troops, and breaking his . left his 
Country expoſed to ſome Hazard, that if the former Troops 
ſhould change their Deſtination, or ſucceed in their At- 
tempt, they might return to take a ſevere Revenge upon his 
Dominions with Impunity: When therefore his Majeſty a- 
greed to this Propoſition, the Miniſters of England could not 
have anſwered it to their Country, if they had not availed 
themſelves of this Body of his Forces. 

They therefore took 16,000 of theſe Troops into the Briti/h 
Pay; not, as it has been maliciouſly inſinuated, in a Method 
contrary to the Conſtitution, and unknown before ; but in a 
Method warranted by all former Examples both in the Reign 
of King William and Queen Anne, when in the Interval of 
Parliament it became neceſſary from any Event to hire Fo- 
reign Forces, the Buſineſs was concerted by the Crown, the 
Treaty for the Sublidy agreed, and the Eſtimates referred to 
Parliament; where the Liberty ſtill remained entire to reject 
them: The ſame Method was purſued in this Inſtance, the Par- 
liament had the Eſtimates laid before them, and might have re- 


W fuſed to confirm the Meaſure, if it had appeared to them im- 


proper or unjuſt; ſo that of all the Debates that ever paſs'd i 
Parliament, none ever violated more the Heart of every fair — 
honeſt Man, than that with Relation to theſe Troops; in which 
this Point was with equal Confidence and Malice urged to the 
moſt indecent Extremity, in Defiance of all Truth and Can- 


dour, and with a manifeſt View to impoſe upon the Under- 
ſtanding of Mankind; there was not a Man of the leaſt Expe- 


rience, who did not know that this was a Part of the known 
Prerogative exerciſed in innumerable Inſtances, and a Preroga- 
tive not like ſome others, which may be thought to have been 2 
Relique of bad Times in Government, when the Conſtitution 
was leſs pure; or crept gradually in, when the Power of the 
Crown was ſtrained too far, but a Prerugative founded upon the 
ſupreme Law of all Neceſſity, without which no Government 
could ſtand ſecure one Hour ; for what muſt be the Condition of 
this Country, if in no Dilemma, no Exigence whatſoever, (and 
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ſurely none was ever greater than that of which we are now 
ſpeaking) during the Interval of Parliament, the Crown might 
exerciſe a Power of this Nature? What Opportunities in the 
- moſt critical Conjunctures might be. loſt ? what Ruin muſt our 
Armies be expoſed to, in caſe of any ſignal Defeat abroad? But 
it is a Point too obvious to be longer inſiſted upon, and the Ab- 
ſurdity of denying it is equalled by nothing, but that of debating 
one whole Day to prove a Meaſure illegal and unparliamentary, 
and to condemn it becauſe it had not the Authority of Parlia- 
ment, which was that very Day ſubmitted to'the Judgment and 
Power of the Houſe whether it ſhould be a Meaſure at all or no. 
But to ſhew farther how tender his Majeſty was of exerting 
his Prerogative, beyond what the Neceſſity of our Situation re- 
quired, his Majeſty hinted it to his Parliament at the Cloſe of 
the antecedent Seſſions.— After ſpeaking of the Supplies which 
had been already granted, for the Support of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and to reſtore and ſecure the Balance of Power, ſo par- 
ticularly recommended by his Parliament; he added farther, Aud 
Fit ſhould become * for me to contract new Engagements, or 
to enter into farther Meaſures, I rely upon your Zeal and Per ſeue- 
rance, in ſo juſt a Cauſe, to make them good, | 
When the Prince foreſees that an Exigency may poſſibly 
ariſe, at a Period of Time in which he cannot poſſibly take the 
Council of his Parliament. —If in ſuch an Exigency the Nature 
and the Practice of the Government permits him freely to take 

what Meaſures he may | Judge neceſlary for the Intereſts of his 
People, without any Form or previous Notice whatſoever, if 
yet that Prince reminds his Parliament of ſuch a poſſible Con- 
tingency, inſtead of a Stretch of Prerogative, it muſt appear, 
to every candid Man, the ſtrongeſt Mark of Tenderneſs to the 
Privileges of his People, a manifeſt Inclination to decline the 
exerciſe of his Prerogative, and in fact, the greateſt Condeſ- 
cenſion. There is no Man of Candour, who will confider the 
Nature of the Thing, but muſt ſee, that the moſt open, moſt 
frank, moſt generous, and moſt reſpectful Conduct, next to the 
direct Requeſt, 10 be permitted to take the Medſure, was to hint 
it to the Parliament, that it was intended to be taken, 

Now, that his Majeſty could not, at that Time, lay this 
Scheme before his Parliament, is proved by the ſtubborn Evi- 
dence of Facts and Dates, which though miſrepreſented by the 
Faction upon every Turn, and concealed, when they don't ſerve 
their Purpoſe, cannot be totally denied. It is confeſs'd, that 
this Meaſure might have been, in all Probability, intended be- 
fore the Diſſolution of the Parliament. But could it be then re- 
ſolved ? In the Nature of the Thing, it could not, becauſe - Vi as 
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& Contingeney, which could only happen if the French Ar 
matched z--it may be ſaid, that ſome hay had been alread _ 
by France, that convinced the King and the Adminiſtration, that 
they intended to march ;—if not, it is probable his Majeſt 
would not have touched at all upon it.— Hut thefe Steps N 
have only been intended- as a Feint, at leaſt Accidents might 
have intervened to prevent the Execution of that Project. 
Unleſs therefore his Majeſty had been not only King of Great 
Britain, and Elector of Hanover, but King of France at the 
ſame Time, he could not have told his Parliament, that his E- 
lectoral Troops ſhould march to join the National Troops of 
England, when this Meaſure depended upon an Event which 
was not in his Power, and which actually did not happen in a 
conſiderable Lime, the Parliament riſing upon the 15th of 7uly 
and the March of the French Troops not having taken Fe 
till ſeveral Weeks after. As therefore it was impoſſible to have 
communicated a Meaſure which in its Nature could not be 
then reſolved, ſo muſt it have been an Abſurdity, viſible to all 
Mankind, to have told the Parliament, which was the ſame 
Thing as to have told France, and all the World what we in- 
tended to do in caſe they marched, — The Politicks of theſe 
Times are of a very extraordinary Nature, when the Govern- 


ment is not only preſſed, from Day to Day, to diſcoyer, by 


Motions for Papers, every ſecret Tranſaction, every Negoti 
tion, and Plan of Operations, even while they are ſtill — 
ing; but when we are to foreſtall the Meaſures of our Enemies, 
and to tell them, Gentlemen, take Care what you do—if you do 
** — es you march Som Hanover, we 10015 certainly | 
auge. 1 te our Farces as ſoon as poſſible after 
The Prudence of the Adminiſtration a likewiſe ii 
the Time, the Placeto which they marched, 2 of 
= Bargain;—As to the Time, it had been Madneſs to have 
5 — this Opportunity, to form our Army, which might 
ve a terwards been impoſſible 3 had we deferred it till the 
pring, as ſome have taken great Pains to perſuade the People 
we ſhould have done, France might have taken ſuch Meaſures, 
2 ſuch Events might have happened, as would have rendered it 
then impracticable;—again, (which would have been a Matter 
very near as fatal in its Conſequence) the World might have 
been convinced, that it was never intended to be done at all ; 
it was of the laſt Importance to ſhew the Dutch a powerful Sup- 
ts to induce them to engage as ſoon as poſſible, - As to the 
1 ans another . Point of Importance was to give the French 
VArms.upott their own Frontier, to prevent their ſending, any 
F 4 | farther * 
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farther Force to Germany, or to prevent their aſſiſting the Infant 
Don Philip, who was already very ſuperior to the King of Sar- 

dinia, for which our National Troops were by no means alone 
ſufficient : And it had its effect; the Letters of Yan Horyſhew, 

that France did net ſlight thoſe Meaſures, which our own Peo- 
ple ridiculed. They have ſince diſcovered what the Dutch then 

#hought, and what the Dutch have now publickly declared.-- The 
French encreaſed their Troops in Flanders with all the regular 
Troops they could draw together, and much of the Militia from 
the remoteſt Part of their Dominions ; they ſent but faint and 

inſufficient Succours into Germany, and none at all to theSpaniſh 

Army.—By the March of theſe Troops into Flanders, we had 
therefore viſibly theſe ſeveral Advantages. Firſt, That they were 
a great Encouragement to Holland. —Secondly, That * 

were a Security to the Barrier, and to the Netherlands in a 

Events. — Thirdly, That they created the moſt diſtant Diver- 
ſion that could be made.— Fourthly, That, as far as poſſible, 
they prevented the Neceſſity of a Rupture, becauſe France 

would not probably attempt to attack us there, unleſs compelled 
to it, as long as the Dutch had not yet acceded, and was yet 
obliged to prepare and arm in the ſame Degree,as not knowing 
how ſuddenly they might take the Reſolution, which they were 
then inclined to, and have ſince reſalved; whereas, if they had 
marched to the Rhine, where our wiſe Politicians only thought 
they ſhould have been employed, France would have been in- 
duced, either by Neceflity, or Prudence, to have attacked 
us there, when only half our Force had been aſſembled, and 
at leaſt we had been engaged precipitately into that Extremity, 
while there was yet a Poſſibility, that the Difficulties of the 
French, and encreaſe of our Ability and Succeſs might have 
brought about a Termination to theſe Troubles. We reaped 
another Advantage from the good Quarters in thoſe Provinces, 
which kept our Troops in better Health, and in more Conve- 
nience; being in a plentiful Country, and in that of an Ally; 
whereas we could have quattered no where elſe, without the 
greateſt Inconvenience.- We were there equally feady (con- 
ſidering the Seaſon of the Year) to perform any Service that 
the preſent or future Exigencies ſhould require ; beſides the 
Difference of being united near to our own. Country, where 
Suppl es could be furniſhed with more Eate and Expedition; 
and whereball the Money, that was confumed, contributed, 
though indirectly, to aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtria ; as it enriched 
her Provinces, and enabled them to pay more punctually, and to 
furniſh greater Sums to their & wereign's Aid: Laſtly, it enabled 


us to amuſe the French, and gave us an Opportunity to pretend 
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a Deſign on Dunkirk ; which drewdown a great Body of their 
Troops to the very greateſt Diſtance, from whence they could 
annoy the Enemy: A Point fo artfully conducted, that every 
other Power were ſerious at it but our own People. 
As to the Nature of the Bargain, much has been ſaid upon 
this Head, to prove it not only bad, but criminalin the higheſt 
Degree. In order to the ſetting this Matter in a clear Light, 
it is neceſſary to obſerve, that during the long War of 1102, 
great Numbers of Foreign Forces having been hired, the Me- 
thod then purſued, and the Conditions then obſerved, have 
been the Rule by which we have goneever fince ; our ſubſidiary 
[Treaties therefore run all upon the ſame Plan, and contain the 
fame Conditions, that they did then; (excepting in two or three 
Articles of a trivial Nature, which the Change of the univer- 
ſal Diſcipline and a particular Circumſtance made it neceſſary 
to differ in, as we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpecify hereafter.) 
This Expence is conſtantly ſummed up in three Articles, - that 
of Levy-Money for the furniſhing and compleating both Horſe 
and Foot, that of the Pay of the Forces, and that of an annual 
Subſidy beſides, in a certain Proportion, according to the Num- 
ber of the Troops ; theſe three Articles of Levy-Money, the 
Pay of the Forces, and the Subſidy to the Prince, make the ge- 
neral Charge common to all the Forces, that we have hired for a 
Space of above forty Years: — This is theBill always brought us 
in for mexcenary Troops; Not that any of theſe Articles is lite- 
rally the Sum applied to the Account of the Charge of that Article, 
of whicht bears the Title, but the Deficiency of the one is made 
by the Exceedings of the other, and many Contingencies and Neceſ- 
faries are accounted for under this Form ; upon the groſs Amount 
of which, theſe Princes are enabled ta make good their Engagements 
with us, There is like wiſe another Condition, for they always 
tie us to a certain Number of Y ears, whether we want the Troops 
or not; without which they would find no Account in their Bar- 
gain. When the Conjuncture of Affairs obliged our Miniſters 
to take the Hanoverian Forces into Pay, if they had had the 
mean Inclination to have paid their Court to his Majeſty, they 
were warranted by all Precedents to have made their Bargain 
upon this Footing, as theſe Troops were in a Manner the only 
Troops we could have hired at that Time; as they were as good 
as any in the World, as they were ſituated the moſt commo- 
diouſly for our Service, and as they muſt have been uſeleſs to the 
commonCauſe and have been diſhanded, it we had notpaid them, 
his Majeſty's Electoral Dominions, not being ſufficient to main- 
tain both them, and the other Troops he had raiſed in this 5 85 
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tical Situation of Affairs, eſpecially with the great additional 
Charge of Marching: The Miniſters therefore could have de. 
ſerved no Cenſure, nay, might have even merited Applauſe, 
for taking a Meaſure, which would have been juſt, fair and equi- 
table, and beneficial to this Country, even upon the common 
Foot of other mercenary Troops; nor could this Nation have 
had any Title to have complained of his Majeſty, if in his dif- 
ferent Capacity, as Elector of Hanover, he had defired to be 
conſidered on the ſame Footing as any other German Prince,— 
But his Majefly, with a Generefity, for which he has met with 
a very wngrateful Return, declined theſe Pretenſions, and to 
ſhew his own Zeal for the Service of the Houſe of Auftria, 
and his Defire to make the Burthen to Great Britain as light 
as poſſible, he conſented to theſe Particulars, to which no other 
German Prince would have ſubmitted, and which were both in 


the Charge to this Nation; for whereas in all other Treaties 
of this kind, part of the Sums ſtipulated are paid, and commence 


ſhould commence only upon the very Day. they began their 
March from Hanover, viz. the 31ſt of Augu/t 1742.--He inſiſted 
upon no Terms, as to the Time that we ſhould pay them, ſo that if 
theTroubles, in which we were involved, ſhould have determin- 
ed in the Space of one Year only,'we were bound to keep them u. 
longer, —a Circumftance that might very poſſibly have ſaved a 
Million of Money to this Nation, and which might have pro- 
ved (if this was a Bargain of neat Profit to his Majeſty, as theſe 
Incendiaries ſuggeſt) a Loſs of as much to his Majeſty, in his 
Electoral Capacity.--Nor was this all; but his Majeſty entirely 
remitted that Article of annual Subſidy, which every other Ger- 
man Prince has done, now does, and ever will inſiſt upon; and 
which, according te the Proportion paid to the King of Sweden, 
as Landgraveof 125 7-Caſſel (who beſides Levy - Money and the 


only 6,0000f his Forces) his Majeſty had been entitled for 16,000 
of his Troops, to near a 100, oo. per Annum ; which Saving to 
this Nation, together with the other Particulars we have men- 
tioned, make ſo vaſt a Difference between the Charge of theſe 
Troops, and thoſe of any other we could have hired, that it is 
an Impudence beyond — to have treated this Point in 
the Manner, that it has been treated by the Faction, as we 
ſhall ſhew hereafter, p e 


See the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, April 14. 1740, 
922 . But 
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But tho? it may not be ſtrictly regular in Point of Time or 


the Order we have laid down, to take full Noticeof the Proceed- 


ings of the Fattion upon this Head (till we come to the next, viz. 
their Conduct in the next Seſſion of Parliament) yet it will not be 
illconvenient to clear the Way, by removing the Rubbiſh of 
thoſe Objections, with which they have flattered themfclves, 
to cover the Malignity of their virulent Scandal upon this Mea- 
ſure, becauſe this Scandal was of a Nature ſo uncommon, deſpe- 
rate and dangerous, that it will be greatly for the Advantage 
of the Publick to preſent it naked, ftripped of that deluſive 


Garb in which they have uſed ſo much wieked Art to dreſs 


it, and void of any other Matter that may divert the Publick 

from the full View and Contemplation of its Iniquity. 
To proceed therefore; under this Head of the Nature of the 
Bargain for the Hanoverian Troops, it was objected, that by 
taking theſe Troops into Britiſh Pay, before we marched into Ger- 
many, we paid full one half Year before we had Occaſion for 
them.-- As to this, it has been already anſwered, that we might 
not have been able to have joined at all, if we had not done 
it when we did; it has been likewiſe ſhewn, how many other 
Advantages we both did reap, and expected juſtly to reap from 
it, By Parity of Reaſoning, we ſhould not have begun to 
embarque our National Troops for Flanders, till the Begin- 
ning of this Campaign,-- And if Troops are not to be aflem- 
bled, till the Moment they are to enter upon Action, or if an 
Adminiſtration is to be condemned for being in Readineſs ta 
act as ſoon as Circumſtances will admit, or for not acting, be- 
fore either Time, Circumſtances, or the Seaſon of the Year 
will give leave; and if an Army is expected to fight whenever 
it is in the Field, without regard to any Event or Situation of 
things, we have to deal with Politicians, whoſe Ignorance or 

Prejudice render them unworthy of any reaſonable Anſwer. 

Another Objection is to the granting Levy Money for Troops 
already raiſed, and again, to the granting a greater Levy Money 
than is paid to other Foreign Troops. As to the fir, we have at. 
ready given a ſufficient Anſwer, by obſerving the Nature of all 
theſe Contracts, viz. That no one of theſe Articles literally con- 
tains the Sum applied to the Charge of that Article of which it 
bears the Title ; but abe Deficiency of the one is made up by the Ex- 
ceedings of the other, and many Contingencies, Neceſſaries, and 
extraordinary Expences, are accounted for under this Form; upon 
the groſs Amount of which, and not otherwiſe, Foreign Princes can 
be enabled to afford their Troops to us at the Rate they do, and upon 
this Foot it was allowed lately to the Troops of Denmark. As 
to the Second, the Levy Money of theſe Troops is in the ſame 
Proprotion 
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Proportion with that of all others ; but the Sum was the larger, 
' becauſe the Body of Troops, hired in this Inſtance, conſiſted 
One- third of Horſe, whereas in moſt of our other Contracts 
of this Nature, the Horſe have uſually amounted only to One- 
Arth; and particularly in the Caſe of the Danes and Heſſians, 
- which lately were and now continue in our Service. 

It has been again objected, that we are charged with a new 


Article for the Officers of the Artillery; and it is true, that it is 


a new Article, but it is an Article which ariſes from an Im- 
provement in the Military Diſcipline, and one of the moſt re- 
markable of any that have been made in modern Time. Every 


Regiment, in the Service of all the German Princes, carrying. 


with them two Field Pieces, which they manage with a very 
extraordinary Addreſs, firing incredibly often in one Minute; 
and no Man can pretend to ſay, that it was not neceſſary to con- 
form ourſelves to the Diſcipline of the Age we live in, and to 
availourſelves of any new Advantages in War, which might either 
give us a Superiority, or put us upon a Level with the Enemy. 

We are accuſed again with making a bad Bargain in charging 
the Exchange, by the E/limate laid before the Houſe of Commons at 
the Rate 75 ten Guilders ten Stivers the Pound Sterling, which 
is ſuppoſed to be an Exchange of eight Stivers to our Diſadvantage, 
and an unneceſſary Expence of 26, ooo. But this was fully 
anſwered in Parliament, though all the Writers of the Faction 
made noScruple toconceal it in their ſubſequent Productions. 
«© They were there told, that in the Nature of theſe Things, 
« all Eſtimates muſt be formed upon ſome poſitive Rate of 
« Exchange ; that this Rate was mentioned in the Eſtimate, 


«+ becauſe from the Variation of Exchange, it might have 


< amounted to that, and to prevent a Deficiency if it ſhould; 
but that this Eſtimate did by no means fix the Rate of the 
„Exchange, and that all Savings that aroſe or might ariſe 


„ upon that Head, were conſtantly, and would, according | 


* to ancient Cuſtom, be certainly accounted for to Parlia- 
„% ment“. This Objection therefore has no other Foundation 
than the Ignorance or Malice of the Faction. | 

It was likewiſe objected, that in all Contracts 4 this Nature du- 


ring the former War, there was a Dedudt ion of Tuo and one-half. 


per Cent. to be applied to the Uſes of the Mar, which amounted 
to 16,4471. and which was not deducted in this ContraR,-- 
This ObjeQion favours ſtrongly of the Party from whence it 
comes, --they had been ſearching after Precedents from the Con- 
duct of their Faction in the Reign of the late Queen Anne, when 
their Predeceſſors made no ſmall Diſturbance upon this Head, 


and when the ſame Faction attacked that great Maa the . 
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of Marlberough in Parliament for having taken this Deduction of 
two and one-half per Cent. from the Foreign Troops under his 
Command. In the Report of the ner for taking, exa- 
mining, and ſtating the publick Accounts of the Kingdom at that 
Time, which was intended as an Inquiſition upon that General, 
then infinuated this Abatement of Foreign Pay to be a De- 
duttion for abe Uſes of the War : But the Nature of the thing was 
fully explained, ſuch a DeduCtion has been always made and is 
male at this Time; but it neither then did, nor conſequently 
does now, appear in any publick Account, It is a Sum firſt 
obta ned by Conſent of the allied Princes in the Reign of King 
il am, in the Nature of a voluntary Tax upon their Subſi- 
dies afterwards continued in the Time of the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and in the Reign of Queen Aune, always allowed by 
Warrant from the Crown to the General in Chief for procuring 
of Intelligence, and other ſecret Service, but never laid before 
Parliament in Diminution of any Eſtimate, Nothing more there- 
fore need to be ſaid toſhewtheFallacy and Malevolenceof hisOb- 
jection, or to wipe off the Imputation of Exceſs in thisParticular. 
For a farther Aggravation, a Compariſon was attempted to 
be drawn between the Charge of the Hanoverians hired in the late 
Mar in 1702, and thoſe now taken into our Pay.- But no ſuch 
Compariſon can properly be made, becauſe we have net the 
Materials for it,--the Dutch firſt took them inte their Scrvice, 
and they were afterwards turned over into our Pay. The Dutch 
therefore paid the firſt Expences of Levy Money, &c. and un- 
leſs we had Acceſs to the Archives of that Republick, neither 
they nor we are qualified to aſcertain this Point, though it is 
not reaſonable to believe, that theſe Troops were then hired 
upon different Terms, than ſuch as have always been a gene- 
ral Rule in caſes of the ſame Nature. 5 
The next Matter of Cavil was the extraordinary Charge of a 
Regiment of Hanoverian Guards, which being equal in Expence 
to twice their Number of common Men, is reckoned another 
Inftance of exorbitant Expence. But, ſurely, there is no Man 
who will diſpute this to be a proper Expence, when the Prince 
commands in Perſon, and he muſt be very much abandoned, 
who will think it decent to urge it now, when this Nation has 
ſo lately obtained ſo great and ſo manifeſt a Benefit from his 
Majeſty's perſonal Appearance at the Head of our united Army. 
I he laſt ObjeQion, which has made the greateſt Noiſe, tho? 
it deſerves the leaſt Notice, is to the hiring of Hanoverian Forces 
at all upon any Terms, It is demanded, how an Engliſh Admi- 
niſtration dare adviſe the Hire of Forces the moſt obnoxious, | 
Forces that muſt create ſo great a Diſcontent, Forces 4. mi 
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eftabliſh that dangerous Diſtinction of Engli/bmen and Hanove- 
rians, and a Meaſure that muſt ſhake the Intereſt of his Majeſty 
upon the Throne, and poiſon the Affections of his People? - But 
let us have the 1 put a few Queſtions to theſe Gentle- 
men in our Turn.--Could we have compoſed a ſufficient Ar- 
my without theſe Troops? Why is it more criminal to hire 
theſe Forces in the preſent War, than in that of Queen Anne, 
when we conſtantly entertained a great Body of them in our Pay 
without any Objection? Whatisitthat has rendered theſe Forces 
now obnoxious which were never ſo before ? What has created 
any Diſcontent upon this abſolutely neceſſary Meaſure? What 


- haseſtabliſhed that dangerous Diſtinction of Engliſbmen and Hano- 


verians? What is it that has ſhaken the Intereſt of his Majeſty, 
or poiſoned the Aﬀections of his People (both which have been 
indeed ſtrongly endeavoured, but I thank God neither yet affect- 
ed) no other Anſwer can be given to any of theſe Queſtions, but 
that there is in this Country at this Time, a Faction deſtitute of 
Principle and Shame, and void of all Remorſe, who taking Ad- 
vantage of the Ignorance and vulgar Prejudices of a heated Peo- 
pes have glaringly attempted, by fallacious Arguments, vile 

iſrepreſentations, and downright Falſhood, covered by a po- 
pular and confuſed Jargon of ſeditious Rhetorick, to gratify 
their Revenge, to advance their private Intereſts, and to pro- 


| mote their pernicious Views, at the Expence of ſacred Truth, 


and Moral Virtue, at the Hazard of the Liberties of Europe, 
the Peace of their own Country, and the Security of a Prince 
and Family, upon whoſe Eftablifhment the Conſtitution of 
theſe Kingdoms can alone depend. 

We have now pretty fully gone through with a Deduction of 
the Meaſures taken by the Adminiftration during the Interval 
of Parliament; we have explained the Nature and the Neceſ- 
fity of theſe Meaſures ; we have ſhewn the Succeſs, and almoſt 
miraculous Alteration in the Situation of our Aﬀairs ; which 
were viſibly their Conſequence. But whether they were the 
neceſſary — of them or not- -the Face of Affain 
was in fact ſo wonderfully changed, that inſtead of that Proſpedt 
of almoſt inevitable Ruin, which appeared before our Eyes, 
in the Beginning of the previous Seſſions of Parliament, there 
was, at leaſt, a great Probability of ſaving the Houſe 0 
Auſtria, and of reſtraining the Ambition of France from pro- 
fiting by her immenſe Expences, and the Labour ſhe had 
taken, to move the whole Earth to the Deſtruction of tht 
only Power, that ſtood between her and the virtual Poſſethon 
of the Univerſal Empire.--Let us inculcate this happy Alter: 
tion by a ſecond Recapitulation of it. 


Saxony 
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Saxony. and Pruſſia were disjoined from the Alliance of 
France, and with Circumſtances, that in a Manner ſecured 
us from a Poſſibility of their uniting with her again during the 
xreſent Contention; Bavaria was not only incapable of afford- 
ing any material Aſſiſtance to the Views of France, but aCtual- 
ly a conſiderable Part of it in Poſſeſſion of the Auſtrians, two 
great French Armies of veteran Troops totally deſtroyed ; Diſ- 
eaſcsand Deſpair, the viſible Companions of the remaining Forces 
of the Emperor and France, inferior to the Auſlrians, who were 
now fluſh'd with Succeſs, enrich'd with Plunder, enured to 
Arms and Victory: Theſe remaining Forces coup'd up in a 
Corner of Bavaria and Bobemia, in the utmoſt Diſtreſs for 
Proviſions, not to be recruited till the Spring ; and then, from 
the vaſt Loſles of the regular Troops of France, only by new 
Levies of a raw and diſheartened People, forced, driven and 

reſſed into the Service, with the moſt manifeſt Dread and 
error of it ; the French Government, deteſted and deſpiſed by its 
own People, for its ill Succeſs and ruinous Meaſures ; the Queen 
of Bohemia repoſſeſſed of the greateſt Part of her Dominions : 
and of a Treaſure ineſtimable, the united Hearts of all her 
Subjects, moved to the utmoſt Degree of Tenderneſs by her 
Danger and the Injuſtice of her Enemies, warmed with the moſt 
fervent Zeal, by her gallant, firm and prudent Conduct; the 
King of Sardima, ſteady to his Engagements, and infinitely ſer- 
viceable to the Common Cauſe ; the Spaniards check'd, foil'd 
and diſappointed in all their Italian Views; the King of Naples 
bridled by our Fleets ; the Swedes confounded by French Coun- 
cils, and by the juſt Arms of NRuſſia; courting the Mediation of 
Great-Britain for their Preſervation, who but the Year before 
had been led by France to difturb the Peace of the North, in 
Contempt of Britain, and probably not without a remote View 
to her Deſtruction; the Dutch potently armed, viſibly able, and 
ſecretly inclined to join us in the Quarrel ; a very great Army 
in the Britzh Pay of the beſt Troops in Europe; freſh and 
ready to enter into Action, whenever Neceſſity ſhould re- 
quire; the Turis incapable of being moved by France, think- 
ing of nothing but their on Preſervation againſt the At- 
tempts of Perfia :-- Theſe were the happy Circumſtances into 
which, by the Providence of God, and the Prudence of the 
Adminiſtration, our Affairs were brought, when his Majeſty 
opened his Parliament upon the 16th of November laſt. 
| We now come 1 the next Head of our Di courſe, the Conduct 
of the Faction at the next Meeting of the Parliament---They, 
who had been * in an Oppoſition, and had conducted it, 
and knew the molt of it, even they were unable * 
| | e 5 What 
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what manner their former Collegues could behave, upon what 


Footing the could oppoſe the Support of Meafures fo lately po- 
pular, conducted with ſo much Judgment and Vigour, and at- 
tended with ſuch providential Succeſs ; og thwart the Proſecuti- 
on of his Majeſty's further Views to take advantage of this 
happy Change: They knew indeed the?.len by longExperience, 
they were well acquainted with their Views, and that they 
would ftick at nothing to obtain that Share in the Emoluments 
of Power, which their Madneſs had ſo lately deprived them of; 
but they were at a Loſs to comprehend how they would betake 
themſelves to ſcreen their Views from the Detection of the Peo- 
ple, without whoſe Aſſiſtance they could do nothing; a People 
brave and honeſt, endued with more Underſtanding too, with 
more Lights and Knowledge from the Nature of our Govetn- 
ment than any other People in the Word, and in general never 
wrong, but when ſeduced by Fraud, or heated by Pa z the 
Succeſs appeared too notorious ts admit of thoſe Brant, with- 
out Miſrepreſentations too groſs to be even ſuppoſed ; and the 
Grounds of thoſe Paſſwns had been too juſtly removed, in ll 
Inſtances, that it was piacticable to be done; it was therefore 
thought impoſſible, that any ſuch Attempt would meet with the 
leaſt Encouragemeat, ſince the previous Step muſt be to eradi- 
cate the old Principle upon which the & ſety of this Nation has 
ever depended ; which it has never depa: ted from without Shame 
and Misfortune ; and which the People ever recurred to again, 
however temporarily. ſeduced, viz. that this Nation mu eternal- 
ly oppoſe the Advance nent of the Monarchy of France. 

'T he Fadtion ſaw; ill this, and confidered their Game at firſt 
as deſperate, but their very Deſpair obliged them to perſiſt--- 
they knew that Oppoſition never could want fome Allies from 
ſuch as had been duped by them, and knew not how to retreat, 


and from ſuch as, by the ſame Errors, were in the fame deſpe- 


rate Condition with themſelves, from ſuch as were avowed Ja- 
cobites, and ſuch as were of beggarly Circumſtances, who had 2 
Poſſibility of bettering themſelves by the Confuſion of their 
Country, which though far ſhort of a Probability, was yet bet- 
ter than a Certainty of Ruin and a Goat, which ſtared them 


in the Face. ö c | 
They had a fartherDependance upon the Liherty of thePreſs, 


which is always a mighty Engine, of equal Uſe'to Liberty and 


. — they took Advantage from the Knowledge that the 


iniſters they now oppoſed were tender of it, and knowing 
this, they thought themſelves ſecure in the moſt monſtrous 
Abuſe of it that was ever known in any Age or Nation. 
A Uſe which their former Leaders, when it was under _— 
rection, 
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rection, never put it to themſelves, in the ſame degree, nor 


—T his was the Spring by which they propoſed to ſet the whole 


ſometimes more than they have conveniently to ſpare from be- 


below them in this great Qualification; where, to ſhew that 
they underſtand the true Spirit of every libellous Production, 
they enter into all its Sentiments, and become, in their own 
reat Opinions, and in the Opinions of their Auditors, after a 
ittle Habit in this Way, coutummate Politicians, judging of 
the Intereſts of all States and Kingdoms, and of all Miniſters 
and Princes, as well as of their own, whom they conſtantly 
take for granted to be the worſt of all, and the ſole Authors 
of every Calamity and Diſorder of the whole World. 

With theſe Troops, and with this Artillery of Fadtion, they 
ſtill thought themſelves enabled to take the Field. —T hey had, 
it is true, ſeen all Squadrons of Oppoſition intermixed with 
Bodies of theſe, but never led by ſuch Generals, nor couliſting 
of theſe Troops alone: However, truſting in their Numbers, and 


no Argument from their own Quarter, prevented thoſe that 
came from another, from being heard, they commenced the 
ſecond Campaign, confiding more in the Diviſion of their 
Enemy, than in their own Strength, and truſting that ſome un- 
fortunate: Events, or ſome unhappy Errors, might, in Time, 
afford them berter Colours, than (in ſpight of all the Varniſh 
— could put upon it) their Cauſe would for the preſent 


Of late Years, by the vaſt Encreaſe of Trade, and the Cuſ- 
tom of liv ing in the Capital, for the greateſt Part of the Year, 
London and Weſtminſter had vaſtly encreaſed ; —all great Cities 
are the Seat both of Liberty and Faction, —in Proportion to their 
Numbers and their Wealth, their Abilities either to defend the 
one, or to exert the other, eucreaſe. For the Means of one, 
and of the other, are the ſame, and they differ only in the Ex- 
tent to which they are carried, and in the Lengths they go.— 
From this Enereaſe it was, that the late Oppoſition derived its 
Force, and it was by the Influence of theſe two Cities, in great 
meaſure, that they routed the late Adminiſtration —I/eſtminſter 
had in a particularMauner exerted itſelf to maintain its Freedom 
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inted at the Mark, at which it has been ſince wickedly levelltd. 


Machine in Motion, and by this they depended co retail Scur- 
rility andT reaſon with Impunity (for Argument they had none) 
upon a wretched Set of People, who with Education juſt ſuffici- 
ent to enable them to read, ſpend all their leiture I ime, and 


hind the Counter, in ſome blind Coffee-houſe, and thence re- 
tiring to their Tavern Aſſemblies, retail it out again, to Men (til 


depending upon their Noiſe, which, though it would produce. 


nf Election, which had been, with unaccountable Imprudetice; 
in vaded with very ſtrong and odious Circumſtances at their 
Choice of Members for the preſent Parliament.—The Admi: 
niſtration ſtilt, with greater Raſnneſs, Were determined, if the 
could, to make this irregular Election ſtand, which ſo muſt of- 
fended all, as well violent as moderate Meh, that there aroſe a 
Conjunction of all Intereſts, and of all Principles, which created 
an Oppoſition ſo formidable; thatit was not to be reſiſted, and 
ſuch as, it is hoped, thete will nevet be the ſame Occaſion 
. toſce again. The Juſtice of the Cauſe, and the Conſequence 
of its Iſlue to the People, made Men exert themſelves with an 
uncommon Spirit, and cauſed them to appear in valt Num- 
bers, and in very frequent Aſſemblies; by which Men of all 
Tempers becime acquainted, who would otherwiſe never have 
' known each other.— The mott warm and violent conſotted to- 
| p66 who, when they had carried their Point, and found the 
weets of Victory, (from a kind of Turn natural to that Order 
of Mankind, and to Perſons of ſuch a Diſpoſition) knew no 
longer how to confine themſelves within their own proper 
Sphere, and thought themfelves equally qualified and equally 
entitled to direct the Nation, as to conduct their own Election. 
Thus when the Moderate and Wiſe, contented with having done 
their Duty, and carried the only Point with which they were 
intitled to interfere, retired peaceable to reap the Fruits of an 
Event, which produced many other beneficial Conſequences to 
their Country: Theſe, though a mere Handful, ſtrengthening 
themſel ves with Numbers who had noRight to vote, and laying 
hold of every Man they could draw in, {till continued to main- 
tain the Shadow of their former Meetings. Theſe Perſons were 
the firſt applied to by the Faction, and aſſuming the Title of a 
numerous, powerful, and worthy Set of Men, who had lately 
made ſo great a Noiſc in the World, under the Stil? of the Iade- 
pendant Inhabitants of Weſtminſter, were, in Conj unction wit! 
proper Inſtruments in the City of London, to take the Lead, 
and to ſet the Example to all the other Cities and Corporations 
of the Kingdom. Through this Canal, the Ice was to be broken 
to the People in general, and Inſtructions were drawn up, in 
which three or tour were dnt of Form conſulted, and Which 
about fourſtore out of 16,000 EleQtors in Weſtminſter, aud tuo or 
three hundred out of ooo Livety men in London, ſanctiſied with 
theit Approbation. — Theſe being publiſhed in the printed Pa- 
pers; were, with Diligence and Expedition, ſent into the Coun- 
try, as the Senſe of this great Metropolis, to be thence 
taken for the Voice of the whole People of England; ald fof 
Far, notwichſtanding this Suggeſtion, that the People in a 
RN | | ountt 
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Country would not ſufficiently reſent it, if their Reprefeni. 


tives did not literally conform themſelves to this pretended 
Senſe of the whole good People of England; they publiſhed 4 
Pamphlet, to conyinee them, that it was the Duty of every 
Member of Parliament, to vote in every Inſtance as his Conſti- 
tuents ſhould direct him in the Houſe of Commons,—a Thing 
in the higheſt Degree abſurd; for it i the conſtant and allowed 
Principle of onr Conſtitution, that no Man; after he is choſen, is 
2 — himſelf as a Member for any particular Place, but as, 
a Repreſentative for the whole Nation. — without which there 
tould netther be Freedbm of Judgment, or Speech, without 
which all Debate muſt be entirely unneceſſary, arid without 
which the Legiſlature would be torn with Faction, Nonſenſe 
and Contrariety of Intereſts, to a degree of Confuſion that mult 
deſtroy all Government.—Hence it is that Parliaments have 
never allowed the Right of Inſtructing to lie in the People 
and it has accordingly been a Practice, which introduced firſt 
in the Times of the great Rebellion, has never beer exetciſed 
but in Times that threatned the ſame Confuſion, © 

Vet when theſe Inſtructions appeared, they were far fro 
anſwering the firſt End of inducing all others to follow theif 
Example. Some few Corporations did it; but no Endeavours of 
the Faction could exten? it far: Nay, ſome ddditeſſed theit 
Members, and particularly Briſtol, the thitd City in the King- 
dom, in direct Oppoſſtion to them; nor is it to be wondered at, 
for the Inſtruct ions from London were not only a direct an 
ſcurrilous Libel upon the Adminiſtration, but the moſt ſedicious 
laſtrument, that ever was penn'd, and very little ſhott of Trea- 
ſon both againſt the King and Conſtitution. Thofe of Veſt- 
uinſter were leſs fruitful in perſonal Abuſe, which they hinted 
only, that they kept in Reſerve till they ſaw whether theit 
Ideas were complied with; in many other Reſpects they went 
as far, and in ſome, viz. with Reſpe& tv the Conftitution 
ſtill farther than the City of London itſelf. _ 

Te diſtinguiſhed Points of theſe ever metnorable Perfor- 
mances may be teduced to the following Heads, 1, the 4. 
Fuſe of Perſons without the leaſt Reſerve or Decency : 24; 
The Place-Bill: 3dly, The Triewnial Law : 4thly, Juſtice up- 
on the, Earl of Orford: '5thly; Granting no Supplies till the 
ad, 3d, and 475 Points here mentioned were complied with. 
Nov if every one of theſe Points be duly confidered we can 
be at no Loſs to diſcover whattheir View was, and from what 
Quarter their Inſtructions came. With regard to the firſt, as 
I have obſeryed before, the Abuſe of Perſons was the Fort of 
pe Faction in all former Oppoſition ; but as they were very 
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ſenſible that to anſwer any View by it, they muſt carry it to 4 
greater Exceſs; and to do it with greaterinjuftice and Confi-/ 
cence than was ever done before, it Was very prudent to be. 
able to quote for their Example, what they termed the Senſe of 
the whole Nation. As to the: ſecond Artiele, the Place- Bill, 
they knew no wife Government would think it prudent to 
ſtrengthen the popular Intereſt in ſuch a I'ime of Inflammation; 
that therefore King, Lords and Commons would refuſc to pals 
it, as they had the more Reaſon to do, a Bill of the ſame Na- 
ture very conſiderable in its Cotiſequences (though miſrepre- 
ſented groſly) having paſſed in the laſt Seflions. As to the 
Triennial Law, they were lure that could not be obtained, be - 
cauſe they knew there were not ten Men ferjouſly for it, in the 
whole Parliament, and their moſt flaniing Patriots had declared 
and voted againſt it inthe laſt Seſſions. - As to what they called 
Juſtice upon the Earl of Orford, they knew that they had al- 
ready by their own Conduct put it out of the Power of any 
Set of Men to effect it; which was the Reaſon that in Truth 
they inſiſted upon theſe: three laſt mentioned Points,; being 
ſure from thence, though Things fell out the beſt fox this Na- 
tion, and the worſt for them, never to want Ground and Pre- 
tence for Oppoſition, and for a ſeeming Juſtin cation of the 
grand Poiut of all, the diſtreſſing of Govexament, þy granting uo 
Money to the Crows; which without this. Addreſs and theſe 
Arts, the People would have looked: upon them, npt as Pa- 
triots, but as Monſters and Madmen, in the then, critical 
Situation of Affairs, to have oppoſed, when the Ballauce of 
Power, that Point with Juſtice ſo much favoured at all Times 
by this Country, lay at an immediate Stake. 
It was by thus heating the Minds of the People, and by ſet- 
ting them in a vain Diſpute, that they endeavoured to bring 
the Nation off from the.true Scent, and to pave the Way for 
the Revival of their Tory Principles again : — By .inculcating 
theſe popular, Points, and ſpreading a certain. general Maxim 
very fallaciouſly applied, that It was of 0 Conſequence what be · 
came of the Liberties of Europe, if ue did not firſt ſecure our Li- 
berties at Home, they diſguiſed their Attempts of deſtroying 
bath the one and the other. 3 | | 
The Faction having now no means to gain upon the Reaſon, 
ſought only to depeud upon the Madneſs of the People, and 
having laid a Foundation by  zheſe Inſtructiont before men- 
tioned, upon the firſt Opening of the Seſſions, oppaſed the Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty in Return for his Speech from the Throne, 
in which were enumerated ſeveral of thoſe Adyantages, which 
-e8lled 19 loudly for the Gratitude of this Nation both to (rodang 
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an; but they diſcovered no Temper of that kind to eicher: 
Nay, as if the Senſe and Memory of all their Auditors had been 
totally lot, they giſclaimed againſt the preſent State of things, 
as i” equally bad and deſperate, with that out of which we had 
fo happily eſcaped, xetailing by rote the ſame Imputations to 
the prefent Conduct, and the ſame Reflections upon the preſent 
State of our Affairs, as they had learned of their Leaders before, 
when the Situation of the Affairs was totally the reverſe : Not- 
withſtanding the vitible Importance of convincing the Wor d 
abroad ih this critical GonjunRure, (eſpecially after the great 
Contuſion of this Country and the Change of the Minillry) 
that the Publick were united to ſupport the Common Cauie ; 
though it is well known, as an able Foreigner obſerves, gre ſur 
oui . le Commencement de ceòiecle, les Harangnes des Reis 
de {a Grande Britagne a Þ overtyre du Parlement Jont confideres 
comme des Ljpeees a Oracles tonchant la Situation generale des Af+ 
fairs de Europe“: And though whoever has travelled abroad 
is ſentibie how the Expectations of all Nations are raiſed or de- 
preſſed according to the Sentiments expreſſed from the Throne, 
* according to the Reception of the King's Speech in the firſt 
ebate of Parliament; it was in vain to reaſon from hence, 
that what gained Credit with all Nations, ought to meet with 
ſome Reſpect at home. That the Conſequences of not corre- 
Iponding with the Sentiments of the Crown, mult either be 
$ doggeſtion of Falſhood in his Majeſty, or of Ignorance or 
adneſs in our ſelves; that in ſuch a Situation this muſt throw 
Things back again into all the firſt Confuſion—that any Cold- 
neſs expreiſed in ſuch an extraordinary Conjuncture, mult con- 
vince the World, that a ſecond Revolution of our Admini— 
ſtration was to follow, that as the Confidence ariſing in all 
our natural Allies, and Dejection in our Enemies, proceeded 
only from the Proſpe& of the Change of Meaſures conſequen- 
tial to it, both would infallibly be defeated by a Proſpect or tho 
iſcontinuance of that Adminiſtration.—T hat theſe Reflecti- 
B. mult convert the Confidence of the one into Deſpair, the 
ejection of the othet into Confidence,—that this mult intalli« 
bly induce the K ing of Serdiniato liſten to the Invitations of Ads 
vantage thrawn in his Way by Frasce and Spa;a; intimidare 
Datch from entering into Engagements with us; compel the 
louſe of Auſtria to ſubmit immediately to any Terms which 
France ſhouldimpoſe; and irtecoverably ſacrifice all Europe to 
be cantoned out at the Will of that imperious Power; indute 
Prafia and Sæxony, who had juſt receded from that Confedera- 
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kxpended in this Cauſe, and totally defeat all the Views, we 


* many fettered in Apptehenſions of the Popular Spirit of the 


ded, and could ſupport them. When therefore the Eſtimates 


g (100) 
. to putſue new Views of Advantage to themſel ves, at the Ex- 
ence'of that diſtreſſed Princeſs; ſacrifice all the Sums already 


now ſoreaſonably entertained, of reſtoring the Balance of Pow- 
er. In fine, that it would inevitably drive us back into the Steps 
of the laſt Adminiſtration, which even the Faction (till affected 
to condemn and puniſn.— All this had no Effect; theſe Argu- 
ments could have no Effect on Men, ho had Views to which 
they bore no Relation; and who, by their original Principles, 
wiſhed ſecretly the very Thing that others, by their Reaſoning, 
endeavoured ta prevent; at laſt the Senſe of the Houſe being 
taken by a Diviſion, it appeared, not lels to the Amazement of 
themſelves, than to that of all honeſt Men, that ſo many were 
of their own Principles, ſo many defeated in their Expęctations, 


Time, the Hazard of their future Elections, the Fear of Perſo- 
nal Abuſe, the miſtaken Shame of deſerting what they called 
their Party, (though they knew them in the wrong, and wiſhed 
to be out of the Enchantment) ſo many deluded by the ſpecious 
Pretence of imaginary or irremediable Grievances, and ſo ma- 
ny. weak and deluded Men, that they were joined by a very 
This Degree of Succeſs elated them ſo far, that they gavea 
Vent to all their Rage and Malice againſt every one, who had 
differed from them in this Vote : painted it out to the People in 
every Colour of Inconſiſtency they hadjtreated thoſe, who 
acted with the former Adminiſtration, for twenty Years paſt, 
8 Mercy, as the greateſt Villains for entertaining for a 
rinciple, that they ſhould vote with their Party in all Queſtions 
whatſoever, vight or wrong, and that Party could be no otherwiſ: 
maintained : Yer, as much as they had condemned this Principle 
a little while before, they made no Scruple'to adopt it now, and 
for this ſingle Vote, branded every Man, who gave it, at once; 
as a Deſerter of the Cauſe of his Country, exerting every low, 
mean and infamous Art, to injure, blacken, and defame him. 
I' he Faction now obſerving, that they were abetted, not onl) 
without Doors, but within, by a latger Body of People than 
they could have at firſt imagined, determined in the next In- 
ſtance, withzut Reſerve, to try how far that Deluſion hadexten- 
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for the 16,000 Britiſh Troops in Flaxders came to be conſider- 
ed, they oppoſed; with the utmoſt Vehemence, 1 the Sup- 
10 for th:s Service, inſiſting upon there being recalled home, and 
disbanded; — and now they began to appear in their full CaJour 
the Men they were ; they not only trod in the Steps of their Pro 
dr ts ' : 4 — 5 iN K : DON. ecel: 


( 101 ) | 
dezeffors inthe Reign of King Charles the Second, King Nl. 
ham, and Queen Anne, but the travelled that Pace, which none 
of them had gone before, —None had ever ſo openly avowed 
the Views of leaving the whole World to the Mercy of France: 
No Engliſhman before could have dared to make a ropoſition 
of this Nature, when our Armies were actually united in the 
Field, and France bending its utmoſt Force to the Ruin of our 
moſt potent and conſtant Ally abroad. Even in that infamous 
Scene in the Reign of the Queen, they were contented, for the 
firſt Step, to agree to a Ceſlatian of Arms, and to ſeparate 
from their Allies: They made a Peace, ſuch as it was, before 
they brought hack aſingle Regiment ;—they had then the Pre- 
tence of ſome Conceſſions from France. ſmall as they were, 
compared with the Advantages in our Power at that I ime to 
have procured ;—they had the Plea of a dang erous Intereſt 
that the General acquired in the Army, and of ambitious Views, 
in a great Subject, which a Princeſs, the laſt of ber Race, had 
no 7 to contend with; they had Pretences, from the im- 
menſc Sums which had been already expended upon the War, 
and which People naturally wiſhed to be caſed from, almoſt 
at any Rate — they had even ſome Shew of Conliſtency in 
their Conduct; for they had been long at work to obſtruct and 
oppoſe the Continuance of it. But for theſe People, all Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon and Conſiſtency was as remote to juſtify 
them in what they did, as their Deſign was manifeſt to ruin the 
ntere(t, to pervert the Principles, to inſult the Underſtandings, 
and abuſe the Weakneſs of their Countrymen. | 
We can never recur too often to this Point, that whoever 
knows the Hiſtory of this Government, can judge of its Inte- 
reſts and its Dangers, muſt know, that it has been, and muſt 
ever be, the conſtant Prineiple of Politicks, by which this 
Nation muſt be ever governed. To keep down the Power of 
the Hpuſe of Bourbon, that if ſhe now acquires ever ſo little an 
Addition to it, In its Conſgyuences, the Trade, the Liberty, the 
Religion, the Independency of this Nation, will be inevitably un- 
dune — That to prevent this Power from Encreaſe, we —4 2 
port ſome great Power on the Continent, capable to ſtand for a 
Time, till Confederacies may be formed againſt her ;—that for A- 
ges paſt, and ſtiſſ at this Hour, vo other Power is in any Degree e- 
qual (o rcapable in any reaſonable Proſpect of Time to be made e- 
qual) to that Tash, but that of the Houſe of Auſtria.—And that 
OY the Sum of allthe Politicks of this Nation is 59 jupams 
by allt5e Meant in our Power, the Houſe of Auſtria. 
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The Nation has ſo long ſeen the Force of thefe Maxims, has 
ſuffered ſo much from dur temporary Departure from them, 
and inſenſibly advanced into ſo manifeſt Danger, by every Re- 
laxation from theſe Principles, that there was not a ſingle Man, 
who did not profeſs them, and upon this was grounded that uni- 
verſal Clamour againſt the late Adminiſtration. The Author of 
that worſt and moſt malicious Libel that ever was publiſhed,en- 
eutitled, The Caſe of the Hanover Troops, himſelf confeſſes, that 
the univerſal Diſſatisfation of that Time was principally ow- 
ing to this weak, and, as he adds, wicked Corda of our 
Foreign Affairs, and N eglect of theſe Principles. I may ſay 
more, there was nota ſingle Man of this Nation, who was not 
fully convinced, that they were true, though ſome were ſorry 
for their private Views again{ttheGovernment, that they ſhould 
be purſued, for no other Reaſon, than that they knew them to 
be true: Aud therefore, upon the late Change of the Admini- 
ſtration; it was reſolved, by the almoſt univerfal Senſe of the 
whole Nation, notwithſtanding the firſt impotent Attempt of 
theſe Gentlemen to prevent it, that theſe 16,000 National 
Troops ſhould de ſent into Handerg. When this was done, 
however, the Affairs of the Queen of Hungary had already pro- 
videntially begun to mend, by a fottunate Winter's Campaign, 
and our Spirits were a little raiſed, by ſeeing her Ruin a little 
protracted. - Vet it was then evident, that theſe 16,000 Men 
.were at from being able alone to prevent that Ruin. Had the 
Nation therefore been ripened enough into a fatal Diſtraction, 
much more might have been hen urged, with greater Plauſibili- 
ty, againſt this firſt Step, than againſt the Continuance of it, after 
it had been made. The Proſpect of being able to compoſe an 
Army, ſufficient to act e was then in ſome Degree 
precarious and remote; It might have been, (as it has been ſince) 
urged, that this could only operate by way of a Diverſion and 
hardly that, becauſe the Freuch could not fear Hoſtilities from 
ſuch an handful of Men-;—yet, I ſay, the Meaſure was even 
-then approved by thealmoſt univerſal Senſe of this Nation,—as 
itwas a Beginning, as it maintained the Faith of Treaties, as it 
was a Pledge of the future Intentions of this Country, and a 
Proof of our Change of Politicks, and as it was a Root and 2 
Foundation fot other Troops to be gathered to, as Time or Inci- 
dents, or the common Danger might induce ;—and as it was 
conformable with ax eſtabliſbed Rule of Politic ie, that he that 


aims Time, gains everything. © 
"The Senle therefore of theſe fundamental Principles Induced, 
-in.a manner, the whole Nation to be willing, ata time when, 
two of the greateſt Powers in Germany were embarqued, and 3 

| the 


Field, in Conjunction with France, agaitrſt the Queen of 

, Alan a Time, when Hanover and the Durch, were both 
a ed by a great French Army; and when no certain ot immedi- 
ate Ptolpect appeared, of Aſſiſtance on any Side, but from the 
Houſe of Savoy in Itah, to adventure this Experiment, an Expe- 
trtiment of 6 or 700,0c0]. They thought every thing was to be 
| tried in ſuch Exttemities, and no Expence to be confidered, 
SW where the Trade, the Liberty, the Religion and Independency of 

this Nation, wete vifibly at Stake. | 3 4 

How then could this ſcandalous Oppoſition tothe Continu- 
ance of this Meaſure be ſwallowed by the Publick in the very 
next Year, when the Face or our Affairs was changed in ſo wor- 
dertul a manner in our Favour, when Prſſia and Saxoxy had de- 
tſted from being Enemies to the Houſe, ot Azſtria, when the 
French Atmies had been fo greatly diminifhed, when the Queen 
of Hungary had almoit cleated her whole Dominions trom the 
Enemy, when the Dutch and Hanover were no longer awed by 
France, when inſtead of a naked Body of 16, 00 Men, by the 
IV b of Heſjians, Hanoverians and Auſtrians, we had actual- 
y an Army collected in one Body of 50,000 Men: TheAnſwer 
to this Queſtion is eaſily made, the Ardour of the Nation had, 
by infamous Arts been converted into the Heat of a Fa&:os ; 
ppoſition, which was before conducted by big Principles, 
was now led by Incendiaries and Facobr:es ; who never did, nor 
ever will lead the People but to Meaſures inconſiſtent with their 

Intereſts and. Safety. „ ; 
But though the Wicked abound in this and in all other Coun- 
tries, yet they are never numerous enough alone to attempt the 
Ruin of their Country, they muſt have avaſt Acceſſion of the 
Honeſt to affiſt them, and they matt impoſe upon their Weaknefs 
to abet their Views; they muſt have ſome Pretences to prevail 
upon them ; —Lerus now conſider what theſe Prerences were. 
They firſt began tenderly to infinvate that our firſt Principles 
of Policy however long maintain'd, were in themfelyes errone- 
ous ; and that confidering the fotmer immenſe Experces of this 
ation, the little Fruit that we had reaped from them, and the 
Probability of being (till from Time to Time engaged in new 
Quarrels, it was fit to be conſidered, whether it was not pro- 
per to enter upon a new Syſtem ; that it was vifible we could 
never make any Acquiſitions upon the Continent to reimburſe 
our Expences; and that we therefore conſumed ourſelves on! 
for the Benefit of other Powers; that our Navy was aſufficie 
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Per Ruin of our Liberties; and the vaſt Taxes produces 


it for the Nation to conſider, whether it was not better to leaye 
the reſt of the World ta ſhift for itſelf as well as it could, and to 


might after wards debauch the Underſtandings of the People, 
begin all their Practices on thoſe they mean to ſeduce, by 


pils to be driven fram one Point to another, till they at laſt 


and who by their Ignorance could not be able to know, 


ſions. 


_ © affiſtedbya certain Temper, which every thinking Man muſt 


fiſcaveted to be ſuch? 


e Ruin of our Trade; ſo that it was thrown out as a Doubt 


entrench within our own natural Boundaries, take our Chance, 
and defend ourſelyes the beſt we could. They were obliged 
to venture thus ta ſnake the eſtabliſhed Principles that they 


in which they proceeded exactly upon the Plan of their Bro- 
ther Politicians, the Feſ#its and the Church of Rome, who 


railing Doubts as to the Fundamentals of their Faith, 
Which, when once departed from, expoſe their unwary Pu- 


relign their Senſes to their infiduous Guides; theſe Political 
Seducers could not have failed ta learn the Crafts of a Set 
of People of. whom they followed the Views, and like thoſe 
by whom they had been taught their Leſſon ; they applied 
theſe Inſinuations with great Caution at the firſt, and only 
upon ſuch Objects as by the Weakneſs of their Underſtand- 
ings were to dull of Apprehenſion to detect their Views, 


that theſe were the conſtant Practices of the Jacobitet, Ene- 
mies of their Cauutry and Friends of France upon all Occa: 


There is always much Ignorance and much Weakneſs in the 
Bulk of Mankind; ſo that. they were not-long before they found 
their EffeQ in this ſecret Management; and they were further 


have obſerved in human Nature of the lower Clals, that 40 
delight in auy thing that 13 neu, and in the marvelfous : theſe Rec- 
fine ments upon qur Policy were ſtrange to them; and they ad- 
23 at the Sagacity of thoſe, who had ſtruck out thoſe new 
Lights; which they were proud to appear.the Inventors of, or at 
leaſt, to ſhew their peri Judgment in_comprehending 35 
ſoon as hinted, and to diſplay this ſuperior Sagacity, farther in- 
culcated all theſe DoQtrines, upan the common People, who 
are always prone to reliſh 2 Diſcovery, which promiſes a Re- 
duction of their T'axes, ang of an Army, _ _ 
© But alas ! how ſhallaw are the ace deen s of theſe Men, 
who can be impoſed upon by this ſuperficial Reaſoning ? Can 
the Wiſdom of this Age entertain the Vanity to think, that they 
Anceltors have for ſeven hundred Years perſiſted in an Error, 
which the bright Genius of the enlightened p8iRar now have 
ſhall every Cobler in his Stall pretend 
88 Know: 
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nowledge of political Affairs, ſuperior to that of the beſt, ths 
Fre — greateſt Men of this and all former Ages, whom | 


heir Education, and whole Turn of Life have adapted and de- 
{or wholly. to the Study of: Politicks and Government? 

aat ridiculous Vanity is this? and what Folly, zo imagine 
that Men, who have no Intereſt in the State, but the Profits of 
their daily Labour, ſhould be more anxious for the Well-being 
of their Country, than thoſe who have yaſt Properties to take 


Care of; who really fee] the Burthens, which are but imagina- 


ry upon the reſt (becauſe in the Nature of things they caſt off 
the Load of all publick Charges from themſelves upon the 
Rich, by an Advance both in the Price of their Commodities 
= Labour,) and who alone ſuſtain all the T axes of the Nati- 
on? Whoſe Lands are ſaddled directly or indirectly with the 
whole Expence; who, if Ruin falls upon their Country, muſt, 
by Forfeitures and Confiſcations loſe their Eſtates, their Titles, 


and perhaps their Lives, while theſe, living by the natural Oc- 


caſions of all Mankind, muſt till be neceſfaty to every State, 
transform it how you will, muſt be from that Neceflity preſer- 
yed, and carry with them, through all Diſaſters of their Coun- 
try, a certain Method of Subſiſtence. Shall this Order of the 

eople, from the falſe Oratory, and Declamations of a few ſe- 
ditious Leaders be perſuaded to oppoſe their new-fangled Sen- 
timents iq ſuch Men as theſe, preſume to ſet up for Leaders of 
Political Opinions, and by a few Inſtances of temporary Ne- 
glect in en- perhaps on ſome Occaſions trom 
their Duty jo their Country, by the Allurements of great Off- 
ces in the State, or miſled into the Support of wrong Mea- 
ſures for a time) be carried away, to think their Affairs more 
ate under the Direction of Men of deſperate Fortunes, low 
Rank, and even of the very Commonality themſelves ;—or 
becauſe all the Inſtances of frantiek Management in Princes, 
have been collected together, to make a Bundle of Infamy a- 
gainſt Government by Monarchy, and to expoſe the Errors 
and Wickedneſꝭ of ſome crowned Heads ;—are they to con- 


clude from theſe partial Informations, that Monarchy is no 


longer to be endured, or truſted with any Degree of Power, 
however Jen entitled to it by the Conſtitution of their Coun- 
try! — and that neither the Prince: who derives his Glory 
from the Greatneſs of his People, his Security and Affluence 
from their Proſperity, nor the Nobility, whoſe Titles and Eſ- 
1 depend upon the ſame Source, are proper Judges of the 
ntereſt of the Publick, while they deem themſelves the on! 
nowing, wiſe, and honeſt Politicians of the World. | 


Again, 
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Again. Will this Nation be ſeduced to ſuch a Poſnt 45 not 
to ſee, that neither this, nor any other in e World can ſtand 4- 
tone, and without Allies? - That Maritime Power is precatt- 
:ous,neceſlarily divided often, and capable of chunging from ont 
State to another, when ptotected only by itſelf.— That when 
the Romans gained the univerſal Empire on the Continent, 
though much in a lower Condition in their Marine than France 
now is, the Carthaginians, the only State in the World then po- 
tent in this reſpect, were in the End deſtroyed. —That we our- 
Telves only by one fortunate Defeat ruined the Naval Force of 
Spain in 1588, and acquit'd the Dominion of the Sea That e- 
very People almoſt in Europe, now have ſome degree of Pow- 
er upon that Element, and that a little Acceſſion of Influence to 
France, muſt put her in a Condition to compel that whole col- 
lected Power to contend with outs, — that ſhe might, with 2 lit- 
Zle Extent of het Barticr, and Arrondiſſement of her Domi nions, 
reduce half of her Armies, and employ half of her Revenues to 
encreaſe her Fleets. That the Experience of all our Hittories 


 ſhews, that the utmoſt Care of the moſt numerous Squadrons, 


cannot ſecure us againſt being inſulted, nay, even actually inva- 
ded ;—and that ſuch Invafions have never failed to put us to 
rome Expence, and have always given us great Alarms, and 
ometimes proved ſucceſsful : that we have rarely wanted 4 

Faction, at any Time, to back and to abett Attempts vf this na- 
ture; nor that, from the nature of our Government, we ever 
fall, and tha when they were thus backed, and thus abetted, 
they hardly ever failed of their Deſgn.— Phe vety Govern- 
ment, and Monarchy and Conſtitution of this Country, owe 
their Ori in to theſe Invaſions not to ſpeak of the Roman,, 
whole Canas are very remote, the Saxoxs conquered this 
Ifland from the Britons, by their Fleets ; the Empire of the Sax- 
ens, who, in Proportion to thoſe Times, had very conſiderable 
Naval Forces, was, for a time entirely overthrown by the 
Danes ;—and ſcarce had the Sax0#s recovered theit Ground, 
but that the Norman Invaſion compleated all, and made an en- 
tire Conqueſt of this Nation. Etom that Lime forward is it 
forgot how we have ſuffered by Deſcents from Fance; how 
the Contentions far private Titles were perpetually carried 
on, to the Perturbation of out State; how frequently eve- 
ry Party ſucceeded in their Turn: how near the Spaniards 
as. I have. before obſerved, cattie to make a Province of 
this Iſland ; bow the Revolution, in the Memory of thoſe 
how living lpoyoeded, in ſpight of all the Vigilance of Go- 
LAN D wis upon the very Point 


with Impuuity ; how, ſince that Time, many Deſcents we 
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taken Fe Fanhen our Navy Was if, its Zenith, and. 


thoſe of other Powers attheir lowelt Ebb; — bow vaſt a Num- 
ber of our Ships have been found inſufficient to anſwer all our 
ſeveral Purpoſes of Defence, of I rade, the Annoyanceof our 
Enemies, and Protection of our ownCoalt ; againit one incon- 
ſiderable Enemy, and one hollow Friend? — If we have not 
forgot all this, — we muſt be mad, to think, that, at any Time, 
or in any Situation, this Nation can, with Security, alone con 
fide in their Naval Force, much leſs when the reſt of Exrope- 
ſhould be reduced to the dread of, or to a provincial De- 
endance upon a great Empire, within three Hours ſail of ſome: 
art of our Dominions, and within ten of our Capital itſelFf., 
Will this Nation, however careful of its Liberty at Home, 
out of a remote and, honeſtly ſpeaking, little to be dreaded Dan- 
get of the Influence of a ſmall Military Force, expoſe itſelf to 
thoſe Inſults, which mult deſtroy all Peace and Quiet, interrupt, 
all Commerce, and may, upon every Turn, ruin the publick 
Credit of this Country, which gives Life to every Thing, in 
which we find either Profit or Security at Home: But much 
more ſhall this Nation, from theſe imaginary Dangers, be mad 
enough to disband her Armies in the Time of aQual War, and. 
run headlong mathe manite(t, immediate and certain Dangers. 
of a Foreign Yoke? — Are. we to put ourſelves to immediate 
Death for fear of dying. hereafter ? — What Folly is it, (out of 
a magnified MDA of Diſtreſſes, imagiuary, and 
falſely pretgnded, Decay of Trade, or Suggeſtions of Poverty 
in the.midſt of immenſe Opulency, greater than either we ot any 
other State in Europe ever yet enjoyed,) to. refuſe Succourto 
thoſe Allies, whoſe Standing Armies awe that Power, which, 
when ance unreſtrained by them, can never poſſibly be reſiſted, 
but by ſuch Standing Armies at Home, as would indeed be ruin- 
nous both to Trade and Liberty. By theſe occaſional and tem- 
porary Expences, we ſecure the future and conſtant Aſſiſtance, 
and avail ourſelves of the Benefit of Standing Armies of nume- 
rous and potent Nations, which anſwer, upon any Emergency 
abroad, that Want, which we otherwiſe ſhould have of them at 
home, and without which our Country would infallibly, ſooner 
or later, be the Seat of War, without which our Inhabitants, 
inſtead of Manufacturers, muſt univerſally become Soldiers. 
and our Battles be fought within our own Bowels, and by our 
oyyn Country men, inſtead of being fought in the Countries of 
Enemies, and to the Depopulation of other Nations. No 
xpence can be too great to ſecure us theſe Advantages, or ta 
preſerve us from theſe Evils, and to pretend, that the Benefits 
Four Situation are to be carried further than this, ut to he — 
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eaVy atiy other Means in the preſent State and Pbliticks of all 
the Powers on the Continent, is a Preſumptios upon the Good- 
neſs and Felicity permitted us by Providence, and a Nonſenſe 
that will deſtroy it all. EY | 
However evident this Reaſoning is, yet its contrary met with 
Advocates, and enlarged their Bottom; but, broad as they af- 
fected to call it, and broad, as it really became; by the Folly and 
Paſſion, and Ferment of the Time, the Foundation, upon 
Which it was built, was too bad to admit it to ſtand without it 
was yet much, broader, to which End the nr ng By their 
Sopheſtry, upon the Head of our Troops in Flanders, (till much 
farther. This they urged in the Debate of that Day; but after. 
wards, according to theit Cuſtom, retailed among the People; 
in a Pamphlet, intitled, The Queſtion ſtated with regard to our 
Army in Flanders. At the Cloſe of which, they ſumfined up 
all their Argument, corrected by the Debate, inlarged by the 
Collection of the various Reaſonings of their Otators; and re- 
duced by Leiſure, into the Method beſt adapted to impoſe upon 
the Publick. _ hehe 5.4 
Theſe Reaſons were drawn into the Form of Queſtions . 
moſt falſely and fallacioufly compoſed, and as falſely and fal- 
laciouſty auſwered by themſelves, which I ſhall take the Li- 
berty toanſwer in a different Manner. | 
The firſt Queſtion was in theſe Words; 1ſt, Why, with one 
War upon your Hands, will you draw yourtelves into another? 
 24ly, Why will you make yourſelves Principals ina War, in 
which you ought only to be Auxiliaries? : | 
| 3dly, Why do you run yourſelves into Expences you can't 
bear, into Difficulties you will find it ſo hard, if not impoſſible 
toget out of; into Inconveniencies you ſee no End of, Purſuits 
where there is nothing to gain, and Struggles in which you have 
fo much to loſe? ed e e eee e 
athly, Why, if the Queen of Hungary is to be farther aſſiſted, 
do you; - inſtead of ſending her Money, which might affiſt het, 
expend treble the Money ſhe would be thaukful fof in railing 
Foreetthurearnraffift her? 0 ONE | 
5thly, Why did you diffuade the Queen of Hungaty ftom 
liſtening to all Offers of Accommodation the laſt Summer, and 
particularly at the Siege of Praga? Why did you endeavour to 
prevent her accepting the Terms propoſed. of reciprocal Eva- 
cuation of Bohemia and Bavaria, leaving other Claims and Pre- 
tentions to future Negotiations and civil Deciſion, which is the 
End they muſt come to, unleſs theſe Squables laſt for ever ? 
6thly, Why did you embarque in this Meaſure, without the, 
Janſon, Conſent, Approbation, or even Participation 
Nlland | | 7:bly, 


0 
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* th ly, Why have you alone taken upon you the Hatards, Bur⸗ 
thens and Expences of a Scheme, which all the Powers of Ex- 


rope combined, would not perhaps be able to execute, and 
which no Power in pry 2 will aſſiſt you in? 


Theſe Queſtions are; by the Confeſſio of the Author, who 
was known to be a capital Writer, the Subſtance of all they had 


to offer upon this Head, - and we ſhall now come to ſhew their 


fimſy Texture; — tley are intended to paſy as ſo many. ſolid 
Fats, attended with ſo many irrefragable Reaſons, how much 
they differ, from either Fatt or Reaſon, appear by the follows 
ing Reflections. 2 | 
As to the firſt Qneſtion, we enteted into the ſecond War, 
becauſe we were bound by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Treaty and 
ublick Faith to do it ;—becauſe the firſt War could never have 
8 brought to a happy Concluſion without it; — becauſe the 
ſecond Enemy ſupported the firſt ;—becauſe the ſecond Power, 
without entering avowedly into that War, ſupplied, encou- 
raged, and fomented the Diffetence between us and the firſt; 


and becauſe there is more Safety in an open Enemy, than in a 


fal ſe Friend: becauſe the Views of the firſt and ſecond Enemy 
coincided with each other; — and becauſe we wete certain, that 
the ſecond Enemy would have joined the fitſt, with her whole 
and an irreſiſtible Forte, when ſhe had finiſhed het Work in Ce- 
many, and that then we ſhould have had to deal with both theſe 
Powers, without any one Ally in the World, — whereas, by 
joining againlt the ſecond, we were able to act in Con- 
junction with ſome of the gteateſt Powers in Europe, and a 


teaſonable Expectation of the Aid of more ; —becauſe the raſn 


Attempts of the firſt Power, partly to gratify her own wild Am- 


bition, and partly ta aſſiſt the Plan of the ſecond, had afforded. 


us the Means, if we engaged againſt the ſecond, of ruining 
the Armies of the firſt, of confining her Fleets from any Poſſibi- 
lity of doing us any Harm, and in fine, of diſappointing her molt 
favourite Views, of exhauſting her Revenues, and of throwing 


her Government irito Confuſion in one Campaign, more than 


by gy other way of waging War with her to the End of the 
orld.—All this could be only done, when we had the on 

War upon our Hands, by engaging in the other. foe BA 
A to the ſecond * A 1 will ſcarce admit of any An- 
wer, becauſe the Alſertion it implies is abſdlutely and notori- 
vuſly falſe in Fact, for we have hitherto not been Principals in 
this War in any Senſe whatever: We have acted only as Auxi- 
liaries to the Houſe of Auſtria. — And this it ſeems I need not 
take the Pains to juſtify, ſince in acting as Auxiliaries, we are 
by Confeſſion of this Author only what we ought to be. 
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The third Queſtion. contains a complicated Charge, to which 

1 ſhall diſt:;nctly anſwer: 1, It is as happily as it is palpably 
untive, aht the E xpentes, intowhichwe are involved, are ſuch at 
we cannot bear. For to the heavy Diſappointment of the Ene- 
mies. of this.Cauntry, the great Supplies of the laſt Y ear have 
been raiſed upon Verms as low, notwithſtauding all the Arts of 
monied Men, and all the Tcerrors fcattered by the Faction, as 
they ever Weg in I unes of the molt profound Peace, while 
the Enemy, Ye are engaged with, cannot raiſe the Sums he 
wants, at twice the Rate of Intereſt we pay: 2. As to tbe Dif- 
ficulties, which are foretold to be ſo hard and impoſſible to get out of, 
it is now viſible, that by the Steadineſs of this Parliament, and 
the Bleſſing of God upon our Arms, we have already proved 
the Faction to be lying Prophets, and what has already happen- 
ed, ſutſiciently promiſes us a full Detection of the Falſity of 
every one of their Predictions: 3. As to the Iuconueniencieſ we 
fee no End of it, it is undoubtedly true, that no human Reaſon 
can preſcribe an exact Period to any War, the Inconveniencies 


of which muſt laſt till ſuch War is determined; but if this be 


an Objection, it is ſuch a one, as muſt make againſt engaging 
inany War, however juſt or neceſlary, in any Country or Con- 
zunQion whatſoever: 4. Weare charged w:th Purſuits, where 
there is nothing to gain; and Struggles, in r o much 
to laſe. Bui can theſe Men paſs for Patriots upon the Publick, 
who ſay, we have nothing to gain, by reſtoring that faithful Ally, 
Which is alone able to ſtem the Ambition of the French Mo- 
narch, the implacable and ever dangerous Enemy of this Coun- 
try ? or can they be thought to have either common Senſe or 
Honeſty, who contend, that we ſhould lie by in Time of ſuch 
Danger? I ben are Men to ſtruggle, but when they have ſo much 
to loſe, as the Trade, the Independency, the Religion, and the 


Freedom of their Coun 


try ? 
The fourth Queſtion Grand s, why we did not 22 the Queen 
Hungary wih Money only? I cannot but obſerve, that this 
ue ſtion, conſidering the Tendency of their former Inſinuations, 
is a little unneceſſary, unleſs they doubted of the Weight zhey 
might have upon the Publick ; —for the general Turn of their 
Ditcourſe has been, that it is vain to afliſt her, either with Men 


or Money. In good Truth, if the Subject were not of too ſe- 


rious a Nature, it would be impoſſible not to laugh at the miſera- 
ble Shifts they have been put to, to defend their wretched Cauſe. 
Whenever any Man of Senſe and Knowledge kept them cloſe in 
Argument, urged the Faithof T reaties, the Danger of France, the 
Ruin of the Balance, the Caſe of the Earl of Orfard{cenſuredby 
themſelnes tor nagleQingthels,Conkderations,) they, ogufeſlet 


(11 

all this, and denied, that they oppoſed it; they ſaid, that they 
agreed in the Neceſſity of aſſiſting the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
that they differed only in the Means; yet, if ever they could 
faſten upon any weak, ignorant, or ill - diſpoſed Perſon in private 
Converſation, it was their whole Labour to convince him of 
the Danger, impracticability, and Inutility of doing it at all. 
This was the Topick upon which their Tools and Emiſſaries 
were inſtructed conſtantly to entertain the People,--nay, they 
came at laſt to talk publickly in Parliament in the ſame diſ- 
ingenuous manner, and with the ſame Inconſiſtency. It 
will not be ſoon forgot, and in what Manner, how in the 
Debate of, this very Point, their moſt eminent Directors 
argued, ſome grounding their Harangues upon this poſition, 
that the late Succeſs of the Houſe of Auftria had reduced 
France ſo low, that ſhe could not carry on the War with 
any Proſpect of Succeſs; that the Queen of Hungary might 
therefore make a ſafe and honourable Peace; and that to ſup- 
port her any longer would be to abet her in a War of Acquiſi- 
tion and Ambition, with which we ought to have no Concern ; 
others declaiming upon this direct centrary Principle, that the 
Houſe of Auftria was now reduced fo low, that ſhe could never 
more be looked upon as a proper Power to be maintained for the 
Support of the Ballance againſt France, and that conſequently, 
the Expence of aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary in this View was 
fruitleſs and deſtructive, and tending only to encourage her in 
the Purſuit, and to plunge ourſelves into the Certainty of more 
immediate Ruin. It is unneceſſary to make any Remarks upon 
the Difference of the Premiſes ; it is enough, that the Conclu- 
ſion was the fame from both. This kind of Reaſoning there- 
fore, as I have already obſerved, ſeems to have rendered this 
Queſtion (why we did not aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary with Mo- 
ney only of little Importance) becauſe, according to the Doctrine 
we have mentioned, the proper Queſtion ſhould have rather 
been, My do we aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary in any way what- 
forever However, we ſhall follow our Gentlemen for the 
preſent in their own Way,--and anſwer firſt, becauſe, though 


which eur Troops coſt us, as any Power in her late deplorable 


Preſervation from immediate Ruin, it was not her Gratitude, but 
the Recovery of her Power, to ballance France, which it was 
our Buſineſs to procure; it muſt have been an Aid that would 


her. Now this Inſinuation, that a Pecuniary Aid would have 
been alone effectual, is far from being true, though the whole 
ney, Which our Armies coſt us, had been remitted to Vienna. 

25 . —Firſt, 


ſhe might have been thankful for a third Part of the Money, 


Circumſtances would have been, it was not her Thanks, but her 


be Sectual, or we ſhould have left her worſe than we found 
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--Firſt, becauſe ſuch immenſe Sums, exported out of this Coun. 
try thither, would havediſtreſſed us greatly, and would have none 
of it teturned; it would have therefore been impracticable to 
have continued this Expence for any time : Whereas, by Ex- 
rience of the laſt War, it was manifeſt, that very near two- 
thirds of the Charge of the Arnſies we maintained within a 
nearer Diftance of this Country returned to us again; and 
we have had a Proof that we can ſupport a War in this Method 
without any vaſt Diminution of our Specie. 24%, Becauſe ſuch 
immenſe Sums muſt, from the Nature of that Court, have been 
much waſted or conſumed; but however applied, could 
not ſo conveniently have anſwered our Ends, becauſe we ſhould 
have Joſt the Advantage of a Diverſion to the Forces of France, 
which is a Meaſure of the greateſt Benefit in War: Zach, Be- 
cauſe we ſhould. have loſt the Advantage that reſulted from the 
Security of the Barrier, from the Encouragement of the Dutch, 
from the Protection of the States and Circles lying upon the 
'Confines of France, and the Influence we have fince manifeſtly 
-ained upon the Diet of the Empire. 4thiy, Becauſe no other 
Meaſure could have put it in our Power to attack and penetrate 
into France itſelf, it God ſhould proſper our Arms with any re- 
mark#%ble Succeſs, that by this apprehenſion the Flower of her 
Armies have been conſequently retained at home, and ſhe more 
likely to be brought to Terms of reaſonable Accommodation, 
1er by this means we availed ourſelves of two great Points; 
c{t, of the Cavalry of the Allies, which is the beſt in Europe, 
and muſt have been for the greateſt Part unemployed in this 
Quarrel, if the War had not been carried on in this manner; 
and, ſecondly, of the natural Superiority which Confederated 
Powers have over a ſingle Nation, and what was our manifeſt 
Advantage in the laſt War, viz. that the. Loſs of Men on our 
Part will fall more equally, and will be leſs felt; while the whole 
Loſs of France falls upon her own Nation, from whence alone 
ſhe is able to recruit; which Circumſtance, all other things ſup- 
poſed to he equal, muſt enable the Queen of Hungary to ſuſtain 
the War longer, and with leſs Inconvenience than the French 
For whatever the Vulgar have been taught to think, the Au- 
ſtrian Dominiens are by no means inexhauſtible of Men ;--tho' 
the French have ſuffered more, yet the Auſtrians have loſt a 
great Number, and it is a certain Fact, that France alone con- 
tains more Inhabitants than all the Countries of the Queen of 
Hungary put together.--As to the laſt Aſſertion, that we have 
raiſed Forces that can't aſſiſt her, it was founded upon an infa- 
mous, wicked and abominable Falſhood, That the Troops, with 
whom they acted in Conjuction, could not, nor would not, march 
in the Empire, now as fully laid open, and diſproved in every 
n Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, as was impudently and maliciouſly maintained.--In fine, 
A full Anſwer to all this Ribaldry is contained in one Word 
Dettingen, which, had they their Deſerts, ſhould be branded in 
the Forehead of every Member of the Faction. | 

The fifth Queſtion is grounded upon and conveys the Aſſer- 
tion of a Fact, which to this Hour they cannot tell whether it be 
true or falſe; that we diſſuaded the Queen of Hungary from 
liſtning to all Offers of Accomodation, the laſt Summer, particu- 
larly at the Siege of Prague, &c. To this I reply only, that if 
we did it we did wiſely. None but Politicians, ſuch as theſe, 
would have conſented to a Ceſſation of Arms; (for theſe Offers 
of Accommodation in effect amounted to no more) the only View 
of which was to prevent the Ruin of 30,000 Regular T roops of 
France, and all the ill Conſequences ſhe ſuffered in the enſuing 
Campaign. Let us farther ſee upon what Terms; — hy you, 
the Queen of Hungary, are Miftreſs of Bavaria, which we can- 
not recover ; we, the French, are Maſters of half Bohemia, 
which we cannot keep; give us therefore up Bavaria, and you ſhall 
have Bohemia, ſaving only to the Emperor our Ally, (that is 10 
ſay, both to us and him, a ſufficient Pretence to attack you again 
immediately, when we have got out of our preſent Scrape, with 
an additional Force) his Pretenſions to all your Dominions, the 
wore Poſſeſſion of Part of Bohemia, and the Town of Egra, 
which is the Key to the whole; giving up moreover to him your In- 
tereft in Swabia, (which is little leſs than the third Part of that 


| Circle, and has, by the Number of its Votes, the ſame kind ofs Influ- 


ence in the Diet of the Empire, as Cornwall in the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment ; ) together with the Foreſt Towns, (which as ſoon as you have 
parted with,your ancient and permanent Alliance with theSwils, by 
which they are tied never to att in any Capacity as Enemies againſt 
you, will be diſſolved;) then will we deliver up the City of Prague 
into your Hands.--No, that this City of Prague (out of which 
10,000 of 30,000 that were there, and their beſt Cavalry a Part 
of that Number, never lived to return, which did not long af- 
ter, and was then every Day expected to fall into the Aufrian 
Hands,) was all that the Queen of Hungary could have gained 
by this Ceſſation, is too viſible to be denied; and it is therefore 
no Wonder that ſhe was fo obſtinate as ſhe is repreſented by 
the Faction; ſhe was not inclined to truſt to a new Capitula- 
tion with that very Body of Troops, who had they not, contrary 
to all military Faith and Rules of War broke a Capitulation, 
by which they ſaved their Lives at Lintz a few Months before, 
could not have been at Prague in that Conjuncture to have 
demanded a ſecond Opportunity to abuſe the Mercy of this 
generous Princeſs, Yet, ſhortly after, it was made a Pretence 
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againſt her for not accepting theſe abſurd Terms. The Faction 
abuſed ker for it, and proclaimed that ſhe no longer merited our 
Aſſiſtance, that ſhe was vindictive and ambitious, and that ſhe 
had changed the Nature of the War, that it was now become 
offenſive inſtead of defenſive on her Part; that ſhe deſerved to 
periſh for her Folly, and our Miniſters to be hang'd for adviſing 
her to it: To what ?--Not to truſt to the inſidious Offers, tothe 
Faith of that perfidious Power, Offers, that gave no Aſſurance 
of any Accommodation; Offers plainly calculated to enable her 
Enemies to fall upon her immediately after, with redoubled 
Force, tending only to deprive her of the happy Opportunity, 
which God had preſented, to give the greateſt Blow.to France, 
that was ever given to her in one Campaign; Offers to bribe her 
by an Advantage, which was, in Fadi, already in her Hands, 
to be guaranty'd to her, by the Honour and Honeſty of France, 
confirmed by the additional Power of her releaſed Army, and ſecu- 
red by the Keſervation of the Emperor”s Title to all her Dominions, 
which the Emperor has, by his Memorials, fince avowed to be his 
Intention never to have departed from. T he Acceptance of ſuch 
Offers may be adviſed by Zacobite Counſellors, and abetted by 
inconſiderate and never-to- be-blinded Tories; but no honeſt 
Engliſhman can bear ſuch flagrant and manifeſt Diſcovery of a 
Confederacy in this Country to promote the Views of France ; 
or ſuffer himſelf by any Pretence to aſſiſt in the Advancement 
of ſuch a Party into the Adminiftration of Affairs, as could re- 
commend it to be done, FA 
Indeed theſe Endeavours to prevent us from availing ourſelves 
of every Advantage againſt France, theſe outrageous Attempts 
to prejudice our People againſt their natural Allies, this heaving 
with ſuch exceſſive and unnatural Efforts againſt the Principles 
of Reaſon, Safety and Juſtice ; all this puts it out of our Power, 
to deal more gently with theſe Men. 

Our Miniſters therefore acted honeſtly and wiſely (if they did 
ive the contrary Advice) and unleſs they had been of the 
Principles of that Faction, which abandoned the Catalonians, 
made the ſeparate Peace of Utrecht, ſacrificed their Allies, and 
all the Advantages of the late War, the Glory, Intereſt and good 
Faith of this Nation ; and unleſs they had entertained the ſame 
View, the Preſervation of the Houſe of Bourbon, for the Service 
of the Pretender, they could have given no other, If this 
Step had not been taken, by this Time indeed we ſhould not 
have had an Army in Flanders, nor would there have been 
a ſingle Army in Europe, that could haveventured to have op- 
poſed the Views of France ; the Queen of Hungary, attacked 
by the collected Force of France, would have clearly underſtood 
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what were meant by the future Negociations, and the civil Deci- 


ſen then propoſed to her; ſhe muſt have ſubmitted long @er 


now to the Will of that relentleſs Power ; and we ſhould have 
had all our Thoughts turned yainly, and without Effect to exe- 
cute the pleaſant Scheme of theſe wiſe and honeſt Patriots, that 
of entrenching ourſelues in our Iſland againſt the united Power 
of France and Spain ; how long it had been before theſe En- 
trenchments had been forced, every knowing Man can eaſily 
ſee and underſtand. 

The next Queſtion is, hy did y:u embark in this Meaſure 
without the Function, Conſent, Approbation, or even Participation, 
of Holland, -- This Way of infinuating Falſhoods with an , and 
in this Manner, has the ſame Effect upon the People, as ſo many 
certain Facts, and give theſe Men the Opportunity, when the 
Inſinuation is proved falſe, either by the Reaſon of their Ad- 
verſaries, or the Event of Things, to ſay they only ſuggeſted 
what ſeemed to them the Caſe, and that they never politively 
aſſerted theſe Things. But as they have all the Effect of poſitive 
Aſſertions, and as they reaſon upon them always, as if they 
were to be taken for granted, and for ſo many undeniable Truths, 
we have no other way to treat them, but to take them on our 
Part, as the People are intended to take them on theirs.-- Theſe 
Aſſertions therefore are all of them eicher falſe, or fallacious, but 
if ever ſo true, the Meaſure was ſuch as the whole People (for 
the Reaſons I have mentioned, when I firſt entered upon this 
Head) with all its Inconveniencies, and theſe great Uncertain- 
ties, thought themſelves reduced to an abſolute Neceſſity, by 


way of Experiment to undertake.- That we did it without the 


Participation of Holland, is a glaring Untruth, for it cannot be 


ſoon forgot how our Miniſters were ridiculed by the Fagion, 


for the preſſing Inſtances we made in Holland, to engage them 
to join with us at that Time.--And that it was without their 
Junction, Conſent, or Approbation, is very fallacious, becauſe 
theſe Words convey an Idea, which is abſolutely falſe, that they 
refuſed to join at all, that they gave us reaſon to believe that they 
never would conſent, and that they had given us to under/tand, that 
they condemned ourUndertaking.--W hereas the Fact was only this, 
that they would not join in the Inſtant that we firſt deſired, - 
that they would not conſenttill they found that they might depend 
upon the Vigour and Stability of our Adminſtration,--that they 
would not publickly approve of a Meaſure, in which it was not 
ſafe for them to engage, till they ſaw a Force ſufficient to pro- 
tect them, and till they were convinced, that the Efforts of a 
Faction, which had betrayed them once before, were too weak 


to defeat its Effect, and to leave them, as they did formerly, at 
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the Mercy of the French.--Theſe appear to have been their only 
| Reaſons.--This we knew at that Time by the Aſſurances of 
their Miniſtry to ours ;--this the French then equally underſtood 
(as any Man may ſee by Van Hoey's Letters; (and this is now 
ſo clearly demonſtrated by their actual Acceſſion to our 
Views, that for the future the People, if they are not infatuated, 
muſt be convinced, how little Dependence they ought to have 
upon Men who ſcruple no wicked Arts to render them the Tool; 
to effect their ſtill more wicked Deſigns, and that there may be 
a Neceſſity, in ſome Conjuncturee, to repoſe a Confidence in the 
yg, Integrity, and Intelligence of thoſe who direct their 

Affairs. 
The ſeventh Queſtion aſſerts three monſtrous Facts, equally 
falſe, and equally tending the Ruin of our Country :--1ſt, That 
we have taken upon us pe £4. the Hazards, Burthens and Expence 
of this Scheme; that is, of preventing France from beingMiſtre(s 
of all Europe :--2dly, That all the Powers in Europe combined 
would not be able (perhaps) to execute this Scheme :-- 2dly, That 
no Power in Europe will afſit us in it. 
I am already wearied, and it is impoſſible to find Variety of 
Terms to expreſs the Iniquity of the Conduct of theſe Men.--All 
their Aſſertions are ſo exactly correſpondent witheach other, that 
the ſame Epithets muſt be perpetually repeated, when we reflect 
upon them; yet it is impoſſible for honeſt Men to let ſuch Ad- 
vances paſs unanſwered.- What Impudence can be fo great 
as this, to ſay, that England alone has taken upon itſelf the Haz- 
ards, Burthens, and Expences of this War ?-- The Houſe of Au- 
Aria has now in different Parts, and different Armies, no les 
than 180,000 Men: Under Prince Charles 63,000 ; under other 
Generals in Germany, employed in the Sieges or Blockades of 
Egra, Ingold/ladt, &c. 30,000 z--with the King of Sardinia and 
Count Traun 27, ooo; in Flanders, and upon the Rhine, 20,000; 
in the Trentine, and the Tirol, and adjacent Parts of Bavaria, 
15,000 ; upon the Adriatict, ready to ſuccour, either the Italia 
Armies, or to be carried into the Neapolitan Dominions by out 
Fleets, 12,000; and at leaſt 13,000 Men in the Garriſons af 
Auſtria, the different Parts of Bohemia, Hungary, Morawi, 
Servia, Croatia, Sclavonia, Carinthia, Carmola, Stiria, and 
other Provinces which, bordering upon the Turk, can never be 
totally left unfurniſhed ;--the Kin of Sardinia has above 
40,000, and with his Militia above threeſcore, which amount 
at leaſt to Two hundred and forty thouſand Men, towards 
which we contributed no more than the Vote of 500,900 l. 
Can it then be ſaid, that we alone have taken upon " 
the Hazards, Burthens, and Expences of this Scheme, the 
TIE * * | genuine 
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uine and incontrovertible State of our Confederacy, even at 
the Time of this Debate, evinces better than any Scheme of Ar- 
gument or Words can do, the Falſity of every one of theſe three 
Aſertions.--That we hear the whole Eæpence that it is impoſſible 


for all Europe combined to prevent France from becoming Miſtreſs 


of the Norld.- and that we have no Allies--ſo far untrue, that 
ince the Acceſſion of the Dutch, though as yet with no more 
than 28,000 Men, and his Majeſty's Quota for the Electorate 
of Hanover, (both which the Faction impudently aſſerted we were 
never to expect, together with the Engliſß, Hefſians, and Ha- 
noverians, in the Britiſh Pay, we have now in this Confede- 
racy, and _— in the Field, little leſs than 320,000 of the 
beſt Troops in Europe, which is a greater Force than France 
alone will be ever able to bring againſt us, which ſhe cannot 
maintain, and which, as her Troops conſiſt at preſent of the very 
Reliques of her exhauſted People, if they are once defeated, her 
Country cannot recruit again, And we are farther morally ſure, 
ſhould the War continue, of a much greater Aſſiſtance from 
other German States, certainly from Ruſſia, and not impoſſibl 

from even Saxony and Pruſſia. So that as our Affairs now fond, 
conſidering the total Ruin of Bavaria, the Inability of Spain, 
the immenſe Loſſes and Expences of France, which have been 


all waſted to little Effect, the Security of the Turk, the deep 


Reſentments, and the Stake for which the Houſe of Auſtria 
now contend, the manifeſted Perfidy and detected Views of 
France; we are in a much fairer Situation, if we avail ourſelves 


of it, as we ought, to reduce France, than we ever were in any 


Period of Time. The only Danger therefore to which we are 
now expoſed is from the Wickedneſs of this Faction, and the 
Levity and Folly of our own People, who may, by their in- 


temperate Conduct and Impatience, induce our Miniſters to ac- 


cept of indifferent Terms from France, (though they know that 


ſhe now lies in a manner at our Mercy,) rather than be com- 


pelled after yet greater and more clear Advantages to ſacrihce ſtill 
& Let me therefore adjure my Countrymen, by 
all that they hold moſt dear and facred, not to concur in ob- 


ſtructing and defeating thisglorieus Opportunity, which God has 


thrown before us, which if properly improved is the only likely 
means to ſecure us for Ages yet to come, (molt certainly for 
many Years,) againſt all thoſe Expences, that have been fo 
long heavy on us; againſt the Neceſſity of thoſe ſtanding At- 


mies, which are ſo odious; and againſt thoſe Taxes which, by 


the neceſſary Methods of their Collection, fo greatly, though 


unavoidably, harraſs the People; which create that Dependancy 


of which they ate fo jealous, and prevent the Diminution of 
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that Debt, which is at preſent ſo great a Clog upon our Lands, 
our Commerce and our Influence abroad.- The natural Con- 
ſequences of that Succeſs, which it ſeems at this Time ſo much 
in our Power to enſure, will far more effectually ſecure the 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom, than all the Paper Bar of 
pular Laws. Theſe are but palliative and vain Remedies, if 
carried too far, tend only to aggravate the Differences and Jea- 
lou ſies between Prerogative and Privilege, and compel Govern- 
ment to invent new Allies of a more ſecret, and conſequently 
the moſt dangerous Nature to the Liberties of every Nation, 

We have now done with our Reflections on the Couduct of 
the Faction upon this Head of the 16,000 Troops in Flanders ; 
and I hope with ſome Advantage to the Publick, by the cleareſt 
Vindication of that Meaſure, and by the manifeſt Detection of 
the Views of thoſe, who oppoſed it, and ſeduced the People to 
be diſcontented with it. Wicked as their Conduct was in this, 
I know not how to deſcribe its dangerous 'Tendency with rela- 
tion to the next Point, upon which they ſhewed themſelves, 
There are ſome Crimes ſo horrible, Deſigns and Views ſo in- 
famous and ſo pernicious, that they ſecure. themſelves from De- 
tection by the Honeſty of Mankind, whoſe Ideas can ſcarce 
Tiſe to the Suſpicion that Man ſhould be guilty of them, Of 
ſuch a Nature was the Oppoſition of this Faction to the Queſ- 
tion of the Hanoverian T roops, | 

In all the Courſe of the former Oppoſition, (though no rational 
Man will attempt to excuſe every paſſionate Conduct of any 
Party, ) yet being conducted by Men, who ever ſtrictly main- 
tained their Affection to the Royal Family upon the Throne, 
who knew, that its Security was the Security both of Liberty 
and the Proteſtant Religion ; it may be affirmed, that they ne- 
ver endeavoured to poiſon the Affections of the People to the 
Prince upon the T hrone.--It was the Miniſter they attacked only, 
and a Change of his Perſon, and his Meaſures, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, were all that they encouraged the People to ex- 
pect.- Had their Prince been guilty of any Errors, er ſubject to 
any Infirmities to which human Nature isexpoſed, as well upon 
the Throne as in a Cottage, they would have thought it their 
pou to have covered and concealed them all, rather than have 

azarded one Grain of the Affections of the People to the Fa- 

mily upon the Throne. If any Thing of this kind ever eſcap- 
ed, (and very little of it did in that Oppoſition,) it was the 
ſecret, and neyer-to-be-traced Venom of Facobites, who united 
in their Party, and abuſed the Liberty of the Preſs ; but for 
any one of thoſe Men who are now taken into the Govern- 
ment, or who now act with it, who were the Leaders of the 


Party 
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party at that time, they neither acted nor countenanced, nay 
they kept down and deſtroyed that Tendency wherever it ap- 


h peared, -T heir Oppoſition was upon true Whig Principles, 
e their Writings all tended to fix the People to theſe Principles, 
J- and one of the Reaſons why they encouraged the Spirit of Po- 
if pularity and Republicaniſm, perhaps too far, was to divert the 
A- People from a contrary and fatal Turn another way.- But the 
1- Dregs of that Party, ſtripped of their Leaders, gleaned of the 
ly Whigs, by whom they are governed, are now fallen into the 
Hands of Men, whoſe Principles are the very reverſe,--who 
of labour to deſtroy every Seed of Affection, or good Opinion in 
'3 the People, to the Royal Family, Los 
ft Te render this deſperate Deſign more practicable, they had 
of thus begun to deſtroy the Opinion of the People, as to the Ne- 
to ceſſity of the War, and the Aſſiſtance of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
s, in the manner we have ſeen, that they might (and it was impoſ- 
a- ſible to be done without it) with more effect inſinuate, in due 
8s. time, the. pernicious Belief, that it was a War engaged in 
n- merely for the Intereſtsof Hanover alone. | | 
e- They flattered themſelves that the Time was now come.— 
ce The Prefs ſwarmed with ſuch treaſonable Pamphlets, as were 
Jf never ventured, or ever known to be publiſhed in any Age or 
ele Nation.--The King's Perfon was in Ballads, and Libels at- 
tacked with a licence, which never was taken, even in the 
nal great Rebellion, when the King and the Nation were in actual 
ny War upon each other. It was now aſſerted publickly, and in 
n- Print, * That the Intereſts of Britain had been fleered, ever 
ne, ſince the Acceſſion of this family, by the rudder of Hanover, 
ty hat the Anteręſis of Great Britain had been conſtantly and 
je- manifeſtly ſacrificed, for many Years, to that of the Electorate.—T 
he © That the Intere/tsof Hanover had been the Touchſtone of all our 
ly, Meaſures ſince the Acceſſion.--* That Great Britain had been bi- 
al- therto flrong and vigorous enough ta bear up Hanover on its 
X- Shoulders, and though now waſled and wearied out with the 
to continued Fatigue, ſhe was ſtill goaacd on, as if already ſold toVaſ- 
on ſallage, and by Compulſion obliged to per ſiſt in the ungreaiſul Drud- 
eir gery, without Hope of, ar Title to, Redemption,--* and forced to 
ave ſubmit to the Ignominy of becoming only a Money Province to that 
Fa- Hledtorate. That nobody could or did indeed wonder at the Aﬀee- 
ap- en bis late Majeſty expreſſed for his Native Country, and nobody 
Ir 2 the Tenderngſi bis prejent Majeſty preſerves for it ! Bath of 
U 
for Caſe of the Hanover Troops, /q/. 30. OJ he intereſt of Ha- 
rn- rover, fol. 19. © Ibid. fol. 5t. © Caſe of the Hanover T'roops, 
the eli. * Ibid. /7¼. 83. a 
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them had their Beings and thiirfirſt Impreſſions in it. Nor woula 
it be ſurpriſing,--if the Succeſſor ſhould have ſome Predilefion for 
the Meridian in which he was born and educated, but it is a ter- 
-rible Doctrine, that of being a pecumiary Province to a little State 
= the Continent, deſtined only to bolſter up its Pride, ſupply its 
ndigence, and gratify its frivolous Ambition, to laviſh away, upon 
a puny hopeleſs ſtunted Child, the Nouriſhment neceſſary to ſupport 
the healthy and thriving one.-="Exhauſted and beggared as we are 
already, a Servile Submiſſion, and the breaking and taming of the 
true Engliſh Spirit, may poſſibly be thought the next Thing neteſ- 
ſary; in order to which, the Intereſt and Influence of Hanover are 
no longer now to be diſguiſed or concealed, but openly avowed as the 
Rule of our Conduct, and the Spring of our Actions. ¶Lured by an 
inſatiable Thirſt of Gain, in whatever Shape; in love with mili- 
tary Spectacles, and to make a Soldier-like Figure in the Field, 
Hanover may proceed as far as a March, or a Counter-march 
more would be too much,--< Will you loſe the Aﬀfettions, and ex- 
hauſt the Strength of your Kingdom, for the Additton of a Bailliage 
to the Eleftorate,--" We have too much good Senſe to be ſo impoſed 
aw too much Spirit not to reſent the very Attempt, and too much 
iſcretion to beggar ourſelves for the ſake 7 an Infant, which 
Has been a Snare and a Curſe to us from the Beginning.- This is 
the venomous Stile, theſe are the very individual Words andLan- 
guage of this deteſtable Set of Men ſet forth not only in their 
Speeches, both within the Houſe and without, but publiſhed in 
the Face of Government, and to the World, delivered to the Peo- 
ple as their Creed, inculcated as the Fundamentals of theirPolitical 
Faith, written by their moſt eminent Men, avowed by them, 
recommended and with amazing Induſtry ſpread through the 
remoteſt Corners of the united Kingdom. I have referred to 
the Pamphlets themſelves, and to the Pages, that I may not be 
accuſed of Miſrepreſentation ; (the Books are in every Man's 
Hands, ) for they who are capable to aſſert this, are Baſe enough 
to deny it when they have done it. 
Let us now ſee upon what Pretences, and upon what immi- 
nent Danger, this Fire, Fury and T reaſon, dared to avow 
itſelf, to expect Countenance of the People, or to eſcape its Pu- 
'niſhment.--It was for this, and this alone, becauſe the Miniſters 
bad takeni6,000 Hanoverian Auxiliaries into Britiſh Pay to ſerve 
in the Quarrel againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, and to ſuppert tht 
Houſe of Auſtria, Without which we have fo fully demonſtrated 
that it could not in that Conjuncture have been ſupported, or 
the Ballance of Europe ſaved from utter Ruin, 
a Caſeofthe Hanover Troops, fol. 54. d A Vindication of 
the Caſe of the Hanover Troops, fol. 29. © Ibid, fol. 54 
4 Caſe of Hanover Troops, fol. 72. The 
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The Articles of Impeachment drawn up againſt the King of 
England, (for the Attack was now puſhed to the Foot of the 


Throne itſelf} were theſe : | | 

iſt, That the King and his Father, EleHors of Hanover, having 
no Regard nor Paternal Afeftion to their Britiſh Dominions, had 
falſely and treacherouſly, to their People of England betrayed their 
N of and by a —_ _— in Parliament, had ſacrificed 
the Wealth, Treaſure, Security. Liberty and Reputation of this 
Country, by one continued Series of uninterrupted Meaſures, to the 
contemptible Intere/t of their Hanoverian Dominions. 

2dly, That to give the finiſbing Blow, to perfect this long la- 
boured and indeſatigable Undertaking, and to gratify an Avarice 
inſatiable, his 4 Majeſiy had hired 16,000 of his Hanove- 
rians under a Pretext of compoſing an Army of Auxiliaries for the 
Service of the Houſe of Auſtria, 

3dly, That at the Time he did this, * he was convinced of 
the Inpractibility of raiſing this Phantom of the Houſe of Auſtria 
to be again capable of ballancing the Houſe of Bourbon. 

4thly, That at the ſame Time, - He knew too tuell, that it 
is againſt the Intereſt of every Prince in Germany, and even of 
the King of Sardinia himſelf, that ſuch an Event ſhou!d take place. 
thy, That he had done this: -I ben the Queen of Hun- 
gary became not only ſucceſsful in her own Enterprizes, but found 
Means to diſengage Pruſſia and Saxony from France, nay, even 
France herſelf became perplexed and entangled to ſuch a Degree, 
as to find herſelf obliged to offer Terms to the Queen of Hungary, 


for the ſaving both her Forces and her Honour, 


6thly, That he had been guilty of a Conduct to the la De- 
tree impolitick, to ſay no worſe, not to adviſe that Princeſs to ac- 
cept the Offers of France, (viz. to ſave both the Forces and Ha- 
nour of France, ) with which Terms, Pruſſia, Saxony, and every 
Prince in the Empire, but one, are ſatisfied. | 


7thly, © That he had perſiſted in this Scheme of hiring 16,000 


of his Hanoverian Troops, though fromthe Moment that the Queen 
Hungary rejected theſe . the Intereſt, and (of courſe) the 
. Policy of the Dutch, was changed, the Dread of France, and its 
being to be paid, at the Expence of their Barrier, was loft. 
8hly, That therefore he had violated the invariable Maxim 
(i. 6. the Maxim laid down by the Fa#ton to ſerve the preſent 
_ Purpoſe) never to enter into a Land War, but when the Dutch 
Barrier was in Danger: And that he knew very well, becauſe 


.  * Caſe of Hanover Troops, fol, 51. Ibid. fol. 52. © Ibid. 
fol. 49. 9 Ihid. fol, 53. © Thid, fol, 49. Fg 
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the Dutch ſtood out, there was no real Neceſſity for our medling 
Hf: .. | 

gthly, That he had done this, when he knew the Dutch would 
never join us, which it was evident they would not, becauſe they 
had not. 

10thly, That he had done this, though by the Laws of the 
Empire, he knew that theſe Troops neither would nor ought t9 
march into Germany in Aid of the Queen of Hungary, and tho 
he knew they could be of no Uſe to her in Flanders, nor any where 
8 
w thy, That he hath done all this contrary to the Senſe of 
Parliament, and in a manner that widlated the Conſtitution 
and Privilege of Parliament. © 

T here are but three Inſtances in all the Hiſtory of this Coun- 
try, that Articles of this Nature have been brought by the Sub- 
ject againſt the Prince, in the Reign of Edward the Second, 
Richard the Second, and Charles the Firſt; and in every one 
of theſe it was by Parliament, and after the Prince was virtually 
or actually depoſed ; but ſuch an Arraignment of any Prince, 
while he fat upon his Throne, and had the Approbation of his 
Parliament for every Meaſure that he took, was never paralleled 
in this or any other Country. | 

And when we conſider, not only the malevolent and deſpe- 
rate Tendency of this Charge, how the Facts have been miſ- 
repreſented, how the Events have ſhewn the Falſhood of almoſt 
every Article that is here laid down, and how obvious the An- 
ſwer is to every one of the reſt; when we conſider the Views 
(tos which they directly led) of Ruin to the Peace and to the 
Intereſt of this Country both at home and abroad ;--who can 
ſay, that the Authors of this wicked Conduct, who now ſtile 
themſelves by the gentle Term of Oppoſition, are charged by too 
harſh an Appellation, when they are proclaimed by the Name 
and Title of à Faction. | | 

A Faction they are and muſt appear to every cool and honeſt 
Man the worſt in their Deſigns, the moſt daring in their At- 
tempts on Government, and the leaſt warranted by any Pre- 
tence or ſhew of Reaſon, that ever reared its monſtrous Creſt 
in t iis Nation. 

To obſerve, as it might be done, upon the Inconſiſtencies, 
falſe Concluſions, and Abſurdities, contained in each Article 
of the Charge above-mentioned, would be to provoke Mirth, 
inſtead of that Iorror which ought to ariſe upon this Proceed- 
ing, and would divert that Attention, and deep Reflection, 
which the Nation ought to have upon the Danger they are in 
from the Practices of theſe Men,-- As to every Point that may 
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ſeem to have the leaſt Colour of ObjeQion, T have purpoſely an- 
ſwered before, in the former Pages of this Work, that V might 
not interrupt that Reflection, and for the ſame Reaſon I ſhall 
here cloſe my Account of the farther Conduct of theſe Men, 
with reſpect to this memorable Queſtion of the HanoverianTroops z 
to which Conduct nothing could add Aggravation, ſince its per- 
nicious Intention manifeſtly was no ether, than by one uniform 
Proceeding, to dethrone his Majeſty in the Hearts of his People, that 
they might the more eafily detrude him afterwards from the Throne 
itſelf, and to preſerve the Houſe of Bourbon, in a Condition to place 
a Succeſſor in his flead, In which View, they likewiſe gave all 
Obſtruction in their Power to the Supplies, and to every Way 


and Means to raiſe them. 


But we are now, by farther Circumſtances, to ſhew how they 
have impoſed upon Mankind ;--particularly in thoſe three Points, 
by which they had duped the Publick to adhere to them, and ta 

ive up their Senſes like an infatuated People with Regard to 
| And Affairs; viz. the Place- Bill, the Triennial Law, and 
the Inquiry into the Conduct of the Earl of Orford ;--as to the 
ia it is notorious, that they moved it only as a Matter of 
Form, and ſupported it in a Manner, that ſhewed it was a mere 


Farce; nay, they actually attempted, to take Advantage of the 


Union, which could not at once be rendered perſect between 
the Members formerly attached to his Party, and thoſe that 
ere lately admitted into the Adminiſtration, by giving ſufficient 
Him, of a Diſpoſition to treat with him not only for his Indemni- 
ty, but for his Readmiſſion into Power again, upon Condition of 
being employed themſelves ; to which they applied themſelves. in 
an open and unguarded Manner, diſcovering in no one Point faf- 
ter this Form was paſled) the leaſt real Inclination to pre- 
judice him further; on the contrary treating his Friends with an 
affected Diſtinction of Reſpect, directing all their ſcurrilous 
Speeches and Invectives ſolely againſt the new Part of the Admi- 
er nay, comparing their Conduct with that of the former 
iniſter, not only with an Advantage, given in the Compariſon, 

to the former, but with Encomiums from the Mouths of their 
Principal Orators, upon his Wiſdom, Moderation and tender 
Regard to the Intereſt of his Prince and Country. Whoever 
lat in the laſt Seſſions of this Parliament will bear me witneſs 
as to what I aflert; but they did it fo groſsly, that it is almoſt 
paſt the Belief of thoſe, who did not ſee and hear it, and ſo as 
to ſhew manifeſtly that they conceived the Capacities of their 
Audience in Parliament, to be as dull and capable of Impoſi- 
tion as thoſe of the Herd they had ſo fatally and ſucceſsfully 
practiſed upon without: But they were miſtaken here 3 
: ad 
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had there to deal with M higs, who can never be impoſed upon by 
theſe Men, who have experienced them too long, and know them 
too well, to truſt them in any Shape, which Proteus-like they are 
ready to aſſume to attain their private Ends. Even the Miniſter 
himſelf was contented with what he thought a better Security, 
the Afton of his old Friends, and the Principles of the new Part 
of the Adminiſtration, which would not ſuffer them to infli& 


any Puniſhment or to take Revenge upon any Man whatever, 


whoſe Deſtruction, from a Chain of Conſequences, and the Fer- 
ment of a Nation, thus inflamed by theſe Incendiaries, muſt have 
brought Confuſion upon their Country. He thought it more 
fafe to. rely upon the good Senſe and Honefty of his declared 
Enemies, than to confide in the Faith of a Faction, whoſe Prac- 
tice and Principle it was to deceive and to betray. The old Part 
the Adminiftration, though (from a natural Exultation in t 
curity, which the Folly and Wickedneſs of theſe Men, had 
beyond their Expectation inſured for them,) they might divert 
themſelves, and exprefs ſome Picaſure to fee this Turn in their 
Favour, and to find the Burden of Abuſe, retorted upon thoſe, 
who had not long be'ore been very liberalof it to them, ſtill knew 
this never-to- be · forgotten I ruth, that neither they nor the Na- 
tion could be ſafe at any Time, without the Union of the H/higs ; 
and could net ſtand without it for one Hour, in the preſent State 
of T hings. The ſame Knowledge induced the new Part of the 
Adminiftration to bear with Patience all this Malice ot the oppo- 
fite Party, and the diſagreeable Circumſtance of being nor en- 
tirely well treated by thoſe they co-operated with: they conſi- 
dered theſe things to be as unavoidable, as it was certain, on the 
other hand, that Time would by Degrees redreis this temporary 
Inconvenience; and they comforted themſelves with this ha 


Reflection, that the Benefit, which had accrued to the Nation, 


was ſingly owing to the Firmneſs of their former, and the Mode- 
ration of their preſent Conduct; that any Good unattained, or 
any Evil, likely to enfue, was the Off-fpring of the Wicked. 
neſs, Paffions and Folly of other Men; and that the Succeſs 
and Prudence of their Meaſures, had maintained the Balance 
of Power abroad, and the Intereft both of their King and 
Country at home. By this viſible Inſincerity of 'theſe pre- 


_ tended Patriots, the Publick ought, and will, it they are not 


wholly blinded, fee that the further Succeſs of this Enguirx i 
impratttcable thing, that is not owing to thoſe upon whom Ss 
the popular Odium of it, and that it is now palpably kept in Referve 
only for a Subject of Diſtratiim and Diſunion of the haneft Part 

this Nation. | OR 
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Now as to the Place- Bill. Now ridiculous it is for theſe Men, 
(who embarked in the preſent Faction avowedly upon the Ac- 
count that they had not been the very firſt of the late Oppoſi- 
tion taken into Employment) to be the Perſons entruſted by 
the People of England to obtain for them what they deſite, 
in this Reſpect, wants nothing to give it Illuſtration ; yet, if 
it wanted any, it would receive it from the faint Attempt of 
the Faction to compaſs this Point, which was viſibly no more 
than to maintain the Shew of their Profeſſions, and far from 
being carried on with that Warmth and Spirit which they 
exerted in the other Purſuit of diſtreſſing the Government 
in every Step and Shape in the Proſecution of the neceſſary, 
juſt, important and practicable View of recovering the Weight, 

| n loft Honour, and Security of this Nation, with 
Regard to its Affairs abroad : -- How therefore can the People 
be deluded with their Pretences to procure what theſe Demago- 
have put it out of the Power of any body to procure for 
them, and what ſo manifeſtly appears they have no real In- 
tention to procure themſelves, were it in their Power? It is 
evident, that this Point is likewiſe now only maintained for 

the ſame Views of Diſunion and Diſtraction. | 

Their Conduct, as to the Point of a Triennal Parliament, clears 
this up yet more plainly.--Theſe Men have not ſo much as fol- 
lowed the Inſtructions, which they themſelves inſtructed the 
People to inſiſt upon ;--for they never once attempted, or made 
any Motion during the whole laſt Seffions, towards the Repeal 
of the Septennial Law,--which is to be accounted for no other 
Way, than that they found an infinite Majority diſpoſed againſt 
it, or that they themſelves were not ſincere in their Profeſſions 
for it.-- Both theſe were indeed their Reaſons, Their chief Peo- 
ple voted directly againſt it themſelves, when it was propoſed 
in the preceding Sefhons, --and they muſt either have ated coun- 
ter to themſelves, which would have expoſed them too much, 
while their former Votes were freſh in every Man's Memery, 
or have detected this great Truth, to thoſe whom they laboured 
ſtill to deceive, that they never themſelves intended it ſhould 
paſs.--W hat Dependance then, or what Proſpe& can the People 
have to compaſs this favourite View, by the Aid of thoſe Men to 
whom they have abandoned their Senſe and Reaſon, and every 
Thing that is moſt dear, to engage them to obtain it fer them? 
If then tue People of this . — may ſo clearly ſee, that 
theſe Points are, frem every Circumſtance, and above all, 
from the former Imprudence, and the preſent deceitful Con- 
duct of this Set of Men, not poſſibly to be attained.--Why 
do thy perſiſt to imaging a vain thing ? If their Oppoſition, 
as 
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as. from what I have obſerved, is moſt undoubtedly the Czſe, © 


cannot tend to procure theſe Things for them ;--for what is their 
Perſeverance in that Oppoſition, but for Oppoſition ſake ?--Or 
what Effect can it produce, but the Prevention of a certain im- 
portant Good, the Eftabliſhment of a perfect, permanent, and al. 
moſt deſpaired of Security, as to our Foreign Affairs ?--W hich 
would any rational Man reject (conſidering moreover the irretrie- 
vable Condition we ſhall be reduced to if we ſhould loſe this hap- 
py Opportunity) for the ſake of the Pleaſure of Oppoſition only ? 
Can any Man juſtify this deluſive Entertainment of the Multi- 
tude, with Projects, which in his Soul he knows impradticable, 
and which, if praicable, are undoubtedly both of the nice Na- 
ture, and of very dangerous and uncertain Operation, from the 
unforeſeen Conſequences that attend all great Alterations in the 
Government of all Countries ?--Or will any honeſt Man think 
himſelf intitled to lay the Seeds of ſuch Divifions and Diſcontents 
in this Nation, as manifeſtly tend to ſhake the Foundations of 
theMonarchy,and theConſtitution of thisCountry, for the ſake of 
Oppoſition only ?--T his is all the Fruit the People can at this time 
hope to reap from it,--their Leaders indeed may hope another, -- 
what that is, the Tenor of their Conduct plainly manifeſts, and 
that it is both of a public and private Nature,--But will the 
People be allured to abet ſuch Views for the Publick, or is it 
worth their while to hazard and to ſacrifice ſo much for the 
private Views of ſuch pretended Patriots? 1 
I might content myſelf, if I only wrote to reaſonable Men, 
and to Men in their right Senſes, with this full Detection of the 
corrupt and peſtilent Views of this Faction, and with this Evi- 
dence of their want of Capacity, as well as Inclination, to 
compaſs any thing but the Ruin of this Nation both at Home 
and Abroad. But as I write to Men heated and inflamed with 
Paſſion, to a giddy and unthinking Multitude, elated with their 
late Succeſs, and thence liable to misjudge of their Abilities, and 
to think that praCticable which in a cooler State they will 1 
ſee to be wholly out of their Power, as, ſo long as they ſhall 
think their Pretenſions to be juſt and neceſſary, they will never 
deſiſt from the vain Purſuit; and as, by this Means, the Na- 
tion will be harraſſed with the moſt fatal and endleſs Confuſion, 
I ſhall now, with the utmoſt Candour, Honeſty and Truth, 
endeavour to give them a juſter View of thoſe falſe Opinions, 
which in ſome very important Points, they ſo vaialy, and yet 
ſo paſſionately entertain; though it may claſh with the Popular, 
Opinion, ſo as to draw down the worſt Inconveniences upon 
* my ſelf; though it may even diſgrace the Judgment, or 2 
N | ® 
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ſome unjuſt Refleion upon the Sincerity of others, as ſubject- 
(rope qo wy nn or Fee en 
which were in themſelves erroneous, or even ſuch as they knew 
to be ſuch;\Candour, Honeſty, and true Patriotiſm, will make 
it rather a Matter of Honour than Shamein theſe Men, to ſub- 
mit totheſe Inconyeniences ; nay; even to make a fairAcknow- 
ledgment, either of their Miſtakes, or Faults, rather than by a 
falſe Dekite vf appearing enfant, to be really inconſſfent, in 
their moſt capital Profeſſion, and Intention, that of ge 
in every Event, and at every Hazard, the true Intereſt and Hap- 
fineſs of Britain. BY | | 30 '> 
We have already obſerved in another Place, that the Views 
of the Facobites, had been ſo univerſally exploded by their infa-- 
mous, Conduct during the loſt four Years of the and by 
the Proof, that aroſe of their dangerous Deſigns, from the Re- 
bellion, that broke out ſoon after; and the Nation was ſo uni- 
verſally convinced of the Danger of that Faction, had ſeen 
ſuchConſequences from their pretendedPatriotiſm, and thought 
themſelves ſo happy in that critical Deliverance ; that our Go- 
verament enjoyed a Tranquility beyond the Experience of any 
former Time, The Facobite Spirit and the lican Tem- 
per of the People both ſeemed in a Manner to have been an- 
nihilated by the different Inconveniences they had in the Space 
of threeſcore Vears, alternately brought upon the People; the 
Concurrence therefore of the Whole Nation made the 
ment ſo ſtrong, and the Adminiſtration of Affairs ſoeaſy; that 
it tempted-the late Miniſter to wanton in his Power, to diſo- 
blige many able and conſiderable Men, to deſpiſe the People, 
to be guilty of Miſm t in the Conduct of our Revenue, 
and to ſorm Projects for the railing of Money, without due 
Attention to the Tenderneſs and Suſpicions of the People u 
on any Encreaſe of Influence or Power; till by this Conduct, 
by attempting to engroſs more than be could execute, and by 
undertaking to manage Foreign Affairs, which he little under- 
ſtood ; our Condition inſenſibly grew very deſperate both at 
home and abroad, and yet the People ſeemed inſenſible of this 
to ſuch a Degree, and made ſo conſtant a Choice of thoſe be 
recommended, that moſt Men thought their Spirit greatly 
changed and broken, and that it was neceſſary to rouſe them 
from the Lethargy, they ſeemed to be in. This honeſt Ap- 
88 made them not afraid to animate the People by 
iſcourſes of a Republican Turn; — the Liberties of Eurepe 
were upon the Brink of.irretrievable Ruin, and if theſe were 
loſt, the Libertics of Britain could not ſtand : — Any means, 
that were not „ than immediate Ruin, were 
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thought lawwful to be uſed, to effect thi T the Means they 
. uſed, far from ſeeming dangerous, appeared ſafe to them, and 
to have a Tendency to bend the People from that Plie, which, 
-upon all- our late Diforders, had appeared to caſt very dan- 
.gerouſly another Way. But their Zeal undoubtedly hurried 
them too far in this Reſpect. We have ſpoken freely of the 
Faults and Errors of the late Minter ; we ſhall not ſcruple to 
; peak with the ſame Freedom of the Oppoſition to him. This 
was at leaſt an Error, if not a Fault in them, —and the Pub- 
lick at this Hour feels its bad Effect. 

For the People have taken that, which was the Means to 
abe the End and View of Oppoſition. The End and View of 
their Oppoſition was to change the Miniſter, and to change 
the Meaſures ; but the People now having got theſe Ends, and 
_ -carried this View, conſider them only as the Means to get in 
effect what no prudent Man ever wiſh'd or intended they 
mould get, the whale Power of this Government, and the whole 
- Conſtitution into their own Hands, 

Moreover, by the Ferment, that has ariſen in this Nation, 
it has manifeſt] r that neither the Spirit of the People 
is ſo low, rare ower of the Crown ſo high, as both were 
imagined by many to have been during the Courſe of that Op- 
poſition. It appears, that the People are till able to remove 
a bad Miniſter, and to force a Change of Meaſures, whenever 
it becomes the univerſal Senſe, that the Miniſter and the Mea- 
-ſures are really wrong; the Liberty and Power therefore of 
the popular Intereſtin thisCountry is inconteſtible, and as great 
as it is neceſſary or ought to be in any. To change the Ballance 
of the Conſtitution is not their Right, nor ought thoſe Altera- 
tions to be made, which would enable them to do it. | 
It appears further; that the Views of the popular Intereſt, 
« inflamed, diſtracted, and miſguided as it has been of late, by 
thoſe into whoſe Hands it has unhappily fallen, are ſuch as 
they wete never itnagined to have been; a Party of Malecon- 
tents {by the Sufferance of the moſt ignorant and uninform- 
ed) aſſuming to themſelves, though very falſely, the Title of 
- the People, claim with it a Pretenſion, which (were thei: 
Title juft;;no People could have a Right to claim, ) erecting 
themſelves into a newOrder in theState, affecting a Superiori- 
ty to the hole Legiſlature; inſolently taking upon them, to 
dictate to all the three Eſtates, in which, the abſolute Power 
of the Government, by all the Laws of this Country, has 
: indifputably reſided ever ſince it was a Government, repin- 
ing at every Decre: they make; endeavouring to animate the 
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People, in effect, to reſume into their own Hands, that vagn 
and looſe Authority, which exiſts (unleſs in Theory) in the 
People of no Country upon Earth, the Inconvenience of which 
is ſo obvious, that it is the firſt Step of all Mankind, as ſoon. 
as formed into Society, to diveſt themſelves of it, and to dele- 
gate it for ever from themſelves :—A Power, which could not 
be permitted even in a Society of 500 1 amilies, impracticable 
ima great Empire, and therefore an i eal Doctrine, tending 
to no Point or Purpoſe whatſoever, but to caſt this Nation into 
the moſt horrible Confuſion, and to throw it back into a State 
of Nature. That has likewiſe appeared, which nothing can 
diſcover but Revolutions or Conjunctures, that approach ſo near 
them as this has done; viz. that though the Influence of the Croun 


has ſeemed for ſome Years to have encreaſed viſibly, the popular In- 


tereſt has been 4 many Years inviſibly encreaſing in a far greater 
Proportion. The greateſt Changes in all States are wrought by 
certain Alterations in the Cireumſtances and Properties of the 
People ; which eſcape the moſt penetrating Eye, till Time 
and Accidents have ripen'd them to a proper. Criſis. The 
Convulſions of Nations are like the Shocks of ſubterraneous 
Fires, form'd by an Aſſemblage of combuſtible Materials long 
collecting, and unſuſpected till the very Moment of their fa- 
tal Exploſion; the Efes are therefore the only means b 
which ſuch Cauſes can be learned : The Republican Spirit 
ſtrangely riſen as we have lately ſeen it, that to work its Ends, 
it hasprepoſterouſly join'd with its Antipathy the Zacobrte, directs 
us ſurely to this Cauſe ; which can be no other than the great 
Encreaſe' of 'Property in the People. The Revenues of the 
Crown however magnified, we ſhall preſently come to ſhew, 
have borne no Proportion to it, the Encreaſe of the Peerage, 


either in Property or Number, notwithſtanding the Additions 


that have been made ſince the Revolution, have in no degree kept 
Pace with ie; induced by the Circumſtances of the Time, to 
examine thePoint, it is viſible beyond allPower of Contradiction, 
that this has been the Caſe.—At the Revolution theNumbers of 


the People were computed nearly at S:xMillions, and by the long 
Peace, and neceſſary Encreaſe by Procreation, this Number 
cannot be at at leſs than Seven, or in that Proportion ; the 
Expence of the Peo 

Revolution, at this Time it is univerſally agreed, that this Ex- 


e per Head was about Seven Pounds at the 


pence amounts to Ten. Now as the Revenue of the People muſt 
infallibly be at leaſt as much as the People ſpend, it follows, 


that the Revenue of the People was at the Revolution Horty-tto 
« Millions, and that it is Seventy Millions now : The People have 


therefore encreaſed in their _— Income. Jweniy- eight Millions 
2 


ſince 


| __ tn3o)) | 
fince'the Revolution; and as it is a Maxim inconteſtable in 
Politicks, that Power always follows Property, which muf 


ſooner. or later te in every Country, it is manifeſt, that 
the People have wy 5g in the Space of fifty Years, more ſo- 
le of this Conſtitution, than they could 


lid Weight in the | 
have gained, or can gain by all the ar Laws, that ever 
— or can be made in their Favour to the End oſ 
Before I proſecute this Argument, to the Concluſion which 
I intend from it, perhaps it may be thought neceſſary to ex- 
plain a little, how it came to paſs, that this Growth of the Po- 
pular Intereſt ſhould. be ſo little perceived till now. It happen 
in all Caſes as it has in this, and for the ſameCauſc,- 
the Spirit of the People riſing with their Circumſtances, cre- 
ates Difficulties to Government, of which it feels the Effect, 
long before it the Cauſe. Theſe Difficultics in : 
manner drive Government to exerciſe all its Authority, and 
to uſe- many Arts in its own Defence, by which the People, 
who do not ſee the Neceſſity it is under to do this, condemn, 
and conſider them, as Attempts offenſive, when they are in 
reality defenſive. The Inſults of the one, and the Arts of the 
other therefore both encreaſe, till neither think themſelves ſe 
cure, (which is the Misfortune, and in long run the Ruin of 
all mixed Governments) without new Laws, to encreaſe Power 
on the one Hand, and Privilege on the other. --And, for a time, 
it is very evident, why the Goyerment is rather more ſucceſo- 
ful than the. Popular Intereſt in theſe Attempts, becauſe the 
Generality of finding themſelyes eaſy in the general Pro- 
ſperity, and obſerving no material Change in the written Conſti- 
-tution, rather chuſe to ſupport the Government, though they 
do not approve all its Proceedings, than to abet the Popular 
Views. the Peace of Society being (at leaſt for the Time) ſe- 
cured by the firſt, and always endangered by the laſt.— 
in the long run, Accidents will happen, which will either 
Change the Perſons of thoſe in this moderate and cautious Way 
of Thinking, or diſtra& their Principles, or confound their 
| Judgments, —and when this happens, the Popular Spirit, har- 
ing once made the Breach, blows up the Dam at once, and de- 
ſtroys, in one Hour, the Works that have been an Age erct- 
ing to reſtrain it within its due Bounds : Thus, for want of an 
exact Knowledge of the different Nature of the Force, which 
Government employs againſt the People, and that of the Popu- 
lar Intereſtagainſt the ernment ; and from this Circum- 
ſtance, that the one is wiſible in every Step of its Encreaſe, 
the ker latent and rencealed ; and from hence, that the on, 1 
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dual and conſtantly oppoſed Progreſs, is not only obſer- 
17 magnified, while the other enc reaſes inſenſibly, and with- 
out either Oppoſition or Preception, it becomes, from the Na- 
ture of the "Thing, extremely difficult for any, and entirely im- 
poſſible for the Generality of Men, not to be deceived in the 
Condition of the Conſtitution, under Circumſtances ſuch as 
theſe. Gwen, will ariſe from an impartial and judicious Re- 
flection upon theſe Particulars, very deſerving the Attention of 
all reaſonable Men. And the Judgment which muſt reſult 
from it can be defeated by nothing but a Diſcovery, that the 
Crown has encreaſed in the ſame Proportion of Power as the 
Popular Intereſt has ſo manifeſtly done ; in this Caſe there is 
nothing in all this Argument; but if it has not, the Ballance un- 
deniably preponderates on the Side of the People, more than it did at 
the Revolution, that is to ſay, more than it ever did in any Pe- 
riod of our Government, ani! conſequently the Diſcentents of the 
People, fo far as they are founded upon a contrary Suppeſition, are 
moſt unreaſonable, unjuſt, and dangerous. © 
In order to examine this Point, all that is neceſſary to be 
done is, to conſider in what the Power of the Crown has been 
encreaſed ſince the Era of the Revolution, there are but three 
Particulars in which it could poſſibly receive Addition, in the 
Encreaſe of its Ciuil Lift ; in the Influence of additional Employ- 
ments; and laſtly, in poſitiue Laws in Favour of Prerogative ; 
of all theſe the firſt, which is the of the Crown, 
muſt be in its Operation the moſt conſiderable, from what we 
have already obſerved as to the Effect of Property. This is 
therefore the Point, which we are to conſider firſt, and with 
moſt Attention: - But we muſt previouſly obſerve, that the Rea- 
ſon why we go no higher than the Æra of the Revolution is, 
22 though no Mekong was ſettled _— — Civil Liſt 
xpences were enorm great, the publick Charge being 
not above 7 oo, ooo J. per Annum, and the Revenue being 
above two Million from the Reſtoration to that Time, 
Now as to the Encreaſe of the Power of the Crown from 
an Addition to its Property, it can confift in nothing but the 
Cwil Lift ; the Crown having now no Ability, as it had be- 
fore the Revolution, (when the publick Revenue and the Civil 
Lift were both in the Diſpoſition of the Crown, and not di- 
vided,) to apply one ſingle Shilling of that publick Revenue to 
any Uſe, but to that for which it is appropriated. Let us 
therefore examine the m of the Ciuil Li. 
Indeed, upon the firſt Face of this Examination, the Power 
of the-Crown appears be-encreaſed, for the Civil Lift is now 
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$00,000 J. per Ann. whereas in the Reign of“ King William, 
and the late Queen it was .but 700,000 /. But when this Point 
is duly conſidered it is indiſputable, not only that this is no 
real Encreaſe to the Power of the Crown, but that this Power 
is diminiſhed, notwithſtanding the nominal Addition to this 

Revenue. | af | 
King William and Queen Anne, as we have already obſerved, 
had but 700,000 /. per Annum ; but neither had any Family to 
provide for, and both lived in Times, when that Income 
would have ſupported a greater Expence, than a Millim 
would now do; for the Truth of which I appeal to the Ex- 
perience of every private Family, and to the known Advance 
of Price in all Commodities and Articles of Expence whatſo- 
ever, Excluſive therefore of the great Deduction, which a- 
riſes from the Expence of his Majeſties numerous Progeny, 
there is, in fact, inſtead of an Encreaſe of Power to the 
Crown in the Proportion of 100,000 J. a manifeſt Diminution 
of it in the Proportion of 200,000 J. which is the Sum defi- 
cient to make up a Ciuil Lift equivalent (conſidering the Dif- 
ference of the Times) to that of King William, or of the late 

ueen. 8 
I indeed without a Conſideration of the Difference of the 
Times, no fair or juſt Eſtimate is poſſible to be made upon this 
Subject; every Century creates a mighty Alteration in this 
Reſpect. In the Time of the Conqueror the King's Revenues 
are reckoned by all the old Hiſtorians to have been enormous, 
and were computed at 1060 J. per Diem, which amounts to 
86,900 J. per Annum; and we might therefore with the ſame 
Julie reaſon, that a Revenue at that Amount would be now 
too great, as to argue that the Civil Lift ſhould not be greater 
now than it was forty or fifty Years ago; the Objections there- 
fore, that have been made of late upon this Head, have been 
fallacious to the higheſt Degree, and either they, who have 
7 liſtened to them, never conſidered the Point as it ought to be 
conſidered, or have ſecretly intended, inſtead of keeping the 
Power of the Crown to its ancient Standard, te reduce it [nwer 
than it ever flood in any Periad our Government. 

But when we look alittle farther into this matter, however 
clear this Argument may be, we have no need much to inſiſt 


At the Revolution the Civil Lift- was ſettled at 600,000 J. ” of 
Au. but this being very deficient to anſwer the Charges upon 
Head, the Parliament in 1695 granted the King a Sum of 5600, o00 /. 
to pay his Debts, and in 1699, Amo g Hr Gul. III. capt 23 though 
the Queen was then dead, found it neceſſary — — Lift 
to 700,000. per Ann. | . 1 
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upon it; for fince the late Alteration of the Miniſtry, the En- 
creaſe of the Appointments of the Prince of Wales, has wholly 
taken away this Objection; his Royal Highneſs now enjoying 
his complete Allowance of 100,000 /. per Annum, which is the 
whole of that nominal Encreaſe of the Civil Lift, above what it 
formerly was before his Majeſty's Acceſſion. When this comes 
to be conſidered, the Power of the Crown, with reſpe& to Pro- 
perty, is not at all increaſed, even its firſt Aſpect; but is on 
the other Hand, when juſtly compared in all its Circumſtances, 
greatly and undeniably _—_— fince the Period I have men- 
ioned. Vet ſuch is the malignant Temper of this Age, that 
we _ more oy * 2 _ and Facts — Bana 
ac Mala non ſua Natura, acibus Seditioſorum æſtiman- 
far Infinuations of a malicious Tendency have Weiche ſu- 
perior to all the Reaſon in the World, and we muſt fight 
through theſe upon every Turn. Of this Nature is that vaunt- 
ed Aſſertion in the The Caſe of the Hanover Treopsd, of the late 
Queen's Generoſity in a Preſent made by her out of the Civil Lift 
of 100,000 J. in one Year, towards carrying on the War with 
France; and from hence an oblique Argument is attempted to 
be drawn of a Superabundance in the preſent Civil Lift, and 
an indirect Reflection, both upon the Miſapplication of the 
Surplus, and the Want of an equal Tenderneſs to the Publick 
in his preſent Majeſty; it is further manifeſt with what a 
wicked Intention this invidious Compariſon is made, from the 
officious Care of that infamous Author to remind the Reader, 
that that Princeſs was a Daughter of King James II. and from 
the Tendency of his whole Performance, which is plainly cal- 
culated to incline the People to regret the Loſsof that Family 
by a Side Wind to trumpet the Fame of his own Faction, and 
to recommend it to the ignorant and deluded Multitude ; the 
Queen being notoriouſly, at that Time, in the Leading-ſtrings 
of Facobites,, A bet nt bor nai bots 
ut it is im e ſufficiently toadmire either at their Confi- 
dence or their Impudence in this Mention of a Particular, which 
can be fo ſtrongly retorted upon them: In fact, this pretended 
Generoſity was one of the moſt ſcandalous Actions, that the 
Crown was ever led to commit by any Adminiſtration ;. it was 
a manifeſt and groſs Cheat upon the Publick, who were extra- 
vagant Loſers by it; for ſome. Time after, viz. upon the 25th 
of Tune, 17139 the Queen was adviſed to acquaint, the Houſe 
of Commons by Meſlage, that ſhe had contracted a very large 
Debt upon her Civil Lift Revenues, which ſhe was unable to 
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Wu pay, and therefore deſired them to make good-; and ſuch was 
| the Complaĩſance of a Tory Parliament, that notwithſtanding 
ii the Detettation, which muſt have ariſen in every honeſt Breaſt, 
[ pon the Detection of this clumſy: Juggle 3 and though Mr. 
0118 th, one of the Tellers of the Exchequer, honeſtly informed 
= the Houſe, that the Eſtimate of this Debt was aftoniſhing to 
| him, being made to amount in Auguſt 1710 to 400, oo0 | ; 
| whereas he was able to affirm from his'own Knowledge, that 
4 it amounted at that Time to little more than 100, ooo J. and 
though many others undertook to prove that the Funds given 
| 


for the 700, ooo J. had, in reality, amounted to 800, ooo J. and 
though theſe Gentlemen had prevailed ſo far, as to procure an Ad- 
dreſs to the Crown for an Account of the Civil Li Debt at Mid- 
il fummer 1713, and for a yearly Account of the Nett Produce of 
01138 the Ciuil Lift Revenue, no Regard was paid to this Information, 
| | [ nor to this Addreſs ; none of theſe Accounts were ever permit- 
110 ted to be laid before the Houſe, and upon the very next Day 
ll | | hey voted no leſs a Sum than 500, ooo J. for this Service. This 

| : 

| 


is the Truth, and the whole Truth of that generous Exploit of 
the Facebite Adminiſtration,” under the Daughter of King 
ames TI: which was no more than a mean Trick, in which 
they baſely cimp the Name, and abuſed the Honour of 
that unfortunate Princeſs, to gull the Nation of 400,000 /. 
From hence reſults a Proof, not only that the preſent Civil 
Lift is not greater than that of the late Queen, but that the 
Civil Lift, though we ſhould wave the ſtrong Fact of the In- 
equality of the ſame Revenues from the Difference of the Time, 
could not nearly ſuffice to anſwer the Expences of the Crown, 
even forty Years ago; it muſt follow therefore, either that 
much greater Part of it was employed in ſecret Services and to 
unuwarrantable Purpoſes, during that favourite Reign; or that 
. the Oeconomy, even of the late profuſe Miniſter, muſt have 
1 far exceeded that of the boaſted Adminiſtration of a Set of Men 
F oy labour ſo much to ingratiate with the People. 
Ide Fadtiom manifeſtly reduced to this Dilemma, may poſ- 
fibly rather chuſe to confeſs the latter than the former; but in 
doing this they muſt, in the firſt Inſtance, acknowledge a ma- 
Hifeſt Advantage to this Country from the Oeconomy of his 
* who, though he has already reigned ſome Years 
niger than the late Queen, has hitherto neither demanded or 
1988 received from his People on this Account, more than one ſingle 
178 Sum of rr5,000 l. and if they give it the only Turn that can 
43.4 be given to it, (after what we have already proved,) viz. that it i 
Wd. 4 — Publick, whether the Civil Liſt be greater or nor, if bi 
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erthiſe ſeerat Service, which-art ſuppoſed ta affect the Publick In- 
lency 3 this is what I abſolut Y and juſtly deny: Becauſe 
(allowing it to be true in its utmoſt Extent) it is but a tempo- 
rary Influence ariſing from a peculiar Turn, Temper, and, I 
may call it, a Virtue in its firſt Principle, which is accidental in 
the Perſon of one Man, may probably periſh with him, and 
cannot be looked upon as any real, ſolid, or permanent Encreaſe 
of Power in the Crown, or Change in the Hiri of the Conſti- 
tution. If this be duly conſidered, it ought greatly to quiet 
the hons raiſed in the Breaſts of a very great Number 
of well-meaning Men, by the Report of the late Secret Committee; 
for however great the Sums there ſpecified to have been Impro- 
perly applied to Secret Service out of the Cuil Lift may be, and 
very unwatrantable, in ſome Particulars, undoubtedly they are; 
the Coneluſion-drawn from thence is not juſt, that our Con- 
itution is decay d, in this reſpect, or in a worſe Condition than 
it has been in former Times. For this certainly cannot be the 
Caſe, when the Civil Lx/t is evidently not encreaſed, either in fact, 
or in effect; and the utmoſt that can be drawn from this Report, 
or any Diſcovery that hath or can be made, muſt amount to no- 
thing more than that a Circumflance hud put it in the 
Power a late. Mimifter to make a worſe Uſe of it, than his Prede- 
ceſſors had been willing, or than, in all Probability, for any Time to 
teme, bis Sueceſſors can be able to do. Which may indeed affect 
that Miniſter, but ought not juſtly to affect the Conſtitution, 
or lead the Publick to any and violent Alterations of it. 
I am ſenſible, that this doctrine will not, at firſt, ſuit well 
with the falſe Notions, which many have ſo paſſionately enter- 
of this Matter ; but I am very indifferent upon that 
» Magna off Veritas & prævalebit; Truth may be borne 
for a while by and falſe Inſinuations, but 


gh 
Credulity, or Ignorance, „„ 
40 
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To ſpeak therefore farther with the ſame Freedom upon the 
Subject of this Miſapplication of the Civil Lift, as I have done 
upon every other Topic, which has hitherto fallen under my Con- 
fideration, I muſt obferve, that it is not eaſy for the Publick to 
judge, whether the Sums now diſcovered by this Report to be 
expended out of the Civil Lift, in the way, that they have ap- 
ared to be expended, were not, upon the whole, as great in 
| LES Reigns ; the Preſumption is ſtrong that they have been 
much greater, becauſe it is evident, the Civil Lift could have 
afforded it much better ; and as no Parliamentary Enquiry was 
ever made before as to this Point, or directed to this Particular, 
at leaſt, their Information cannot extend to determine poſitively 
againſt this Opinion, | 
But what if we ſhould: be able to diſcover, that in Truth 
notwithſtanding the Greatneſs.of this Sum, the Charge of the 
Government upon this Head was greater formerly than it is now ? 
et this ſeems capable, in a great Meaſure, of being proved by 
Pack; and Figures, the moſt ſtubborn Evidence, that can ſup- 
port any Propoſition in the World: Ne: 
For upon the great Settlement of our Conſtitution at the 
Revolution, the Parliament having called for all the Lights they 
could procure to enable them to judge of the Expence of Go- 
vernment in all its Branches, in order to make that Separation 
of the Charge of the Crown, and of the Publick, which was 
one of the great Benefits of, that Charge, and' took away that 
extravagant Power, which the Crown before derived from 
having the fole Management, and Diſtribution of the whole 
Revenue at large ; it appeared, that the Article of the Secret 
Service alone (beſides the Allowance to the Secretary of State, 
60661. and the Penſions, which came to 146,703 l per Amum,) 
amounted cammunibus Annis to 89, 968 J. 8s 24.4 which, not- 
inne Temper they were then in, was not at all 
cenſured by Parliament as exorbitant at that Tine. 
Upon this Foundation I ſhall proceed to compare the Ex- 
pence of Government under this Head before the Revolution, 
with the Expence of Government under the ſame Head in 
the preſent Time. Gn Jr Bol] rt A $2 t 
It appears then, that computing upon a Term! of eleven 
Years before the Revolution, the Expence of Government up- 
on the Article of Secret Service amounted to 989,68 2 101. 64: 
again it appears by the Report of the Secret Committee (in the 
Appendix No; 10.) that in the fame Term of eleven Years 
jrom the Year 1731, to the Lear 1741 incluſive, this Article 
of Secret Service amounted to 786,355 l. 176. 44. to which 
Sum, the Committee have thought fit to add two Articles, . 


(19). 
of which are (with Submiſſion to ſo yet an Authority), in 


great Meaſure, different in their Nature from that Article, 
which is properly called Secret Service, viz. Money iſſued for 


rſe Expences 205,390 1. 17 5. 10 d. which two Articles to- 
gether amount to 477,894 7. 18 5. 6 d. They have likewiſe 
added further three other Articles, viz. 66,000 J. for the Se- 
cretaries of State, 68,800 J. upon Account, to the Sollicitor of 
the Treaſury, and 50,077 l. 18s. to Authors and Printers, 
amountin ther to 184,887 J. 185. 

Theſe Totals of 786,355 J. 17 5. 44.—477,8941. 18 . 6d. 
and 184,877 J. 18 5. come to 1,449,128/, 13s. 10 d. and 
with a few other ſmall Articles amount to the compleat Sum 
of 1,453,400). 6 5. 3d. which is ſtated in the Report as ſup- 

ſed to be the Expence of the Civil Government in Secret 
berries, during the Space of the ſaid Eleven Years*, But if 
we are to compare the Expence of the former and the preſent 
Government, upon the Face of the two Accounts, it is viſible, 

at we can only put the ſingle Article of Secret Service Mon 
fore the Revolution, againſt the ſame Articleat this Time; which 
if we do, we ſhall find, that the ſame Article before the Revolu- 


tion, amounted as above, in a Term of eleven Years, to | 


989,652 J. 10s. 64. 4. whereas it amounted to no more than 
786, 55 J. 175. 44. in the ſame Term, from 1731 to 1741 
incluſive ; ſo that, in this Light, the Charge inſtead of being 
encreaſed is diminiſhed ſince that Period, by no leſs a Sum than 
203, 296. 13s. 2d. 4. And to conſider this Point in any 
other Light, though it may be done with much Art, cannot 
with any Degree of Certainty ; for if, as in the Report, other 
Articles of Expence are brought (as ſeeming to have ſome 
Relation to it) to ſwell the Amount of the Articles of Money 
lately iſſued for Secret Service, it would he requiſite to ſcrutinize 
'with the ſame Induftry, into other Branches of the Charge of 
the Civil Government before the Revolution, which is impoſ- 
fible to do at this remote Diſtance of Time : And farther, un- 
doubtedly (however exceptionable either the Greatneſs of the 
Sums, at firſt Sight, may be, their Application, or the Man- 
ner of their being iſſued) there is not any one of thoſe other 
Articles, which in the Report, are joined to this Sum of 
786, ooo l. that can be directly charged to this Account. 

For who is it that does not perceive a very wide Difference 
between Secret Services, and the other two Articles of Special 


"=, The Enquiry was appointed for ten Years ; but upon examining | 


this Account of SecretSerwice in the Report, it appears to include eleven. 
A | Services 


ſpec; Service, 272,504 J. 8 d. and Money iſſued to re-im- 
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Service, and the Reimburſement of Expences. It is perhaps but 
too probable, that Er Fart Ae Money under theſe two 
Heads have been really applied that way. Yet from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, very great Sums muſt have been iſſued under 
theſe Titles, to Purpoſes very different from thoſe which ought 
to have given ſo much Alarm to the Publick.—As it is for this 
Reaſon out of our Power to make a juſt Compariſon in this 
Way, Ithink it can be ſtated in no manner more correſpondent 
with the Truth, than as it has been ſtated here, and if ſo, the 
Propoſition is ſufficiently proved, that the Charge of Govern- 
ment upon this Head was greater formerly than it it naw. Ho- 
ever, after having thrown this out for the impartial Conſidera- 
tion of the Publick, I will, for the ſake of Argument, and to 
revent all Poflibility of Cavil, admit beth theſe Articles to 
added to the Head of Secret Service, by which it will be 
augmented, though not fairly to 1, 264, 250 J. 15s. 104, 
But after this Conceſſion I will venture to ſay, as to the 
other three Articles, viz. that to the Sollicitor of the Treaſury, 
that of the Allowance of 3000 J. per Arn. to each of the 
cretaries of State, and that of the Money iſſued to Authors and 
Printers, it js impoſſible, with any Candour, to bring them in- 
totheCharge of the Secret Service, and for the followingReaſons: 
Becauſe as to the fir/? Sum to the Sollicitor, it is given always 
upon Account, viz. for Crown Proſecutions, and other ne- 
ceſſary, obvious, and warrantable Occaſions of Government, of 
which the Committee themſelves were ſo well aware, that 
they have themſelves deducted that Sum ſrom the grand Total. 
As to the Second, which regards the Secretaries of State, this 
is in effect the Appointment of an Office, and ftands juſtly ex- 
ceptionable in this ariſon, the rather, becauſe it was made 
a diſtinct Article from that of Secret Service in all Times, and 
is particularly ſo in the State of the Revenue at the Revolu- 
tion, by which this Parallel is made, being not included in the 
annual Sum of 89,968 J. 85, 24.4 to which the Secret Ser- 
e een, . tots toe 
Witch regard to the Third, it is rather a Matter to be laugh- 
ed at than conſidered ſeriouſſy. In the Nature of the thing, it 
is by no means a Secret Service: And in its 8 
cially conſidering the Authors and their Productions, no Man 
will ſay, that it affected the Publick in the Way, which can 
only give the People any Right to concern themſelves about the 
Diſpoſition of the Civil Liſt.-It would be extremely hard, if 
the Crown might not not be allowed the ſamè Privilege of thePen, 
which is allowed to any private Man, and certainly no Miniſter 
can be cenſured, if by Permiſſion of the Prince, W 


(139) 3 
the Aſſiſtance of his private Purſe, he makes uſe of the ſame 
Liberty of the Preſs to defend the Meaſures of his Government, 
which theSubjeR, with Impunity, employs whenever he thinks 
| proper, (ane of late, with outrageous Licence, ) to cenſure and 
con I 


t. 

As the Sums iſſued therefore upon theſe three Articles can- 
not be added by any juſt Pretence ; after making Conceſſions, 
with the utmoſt Latitude, 2 our own Argument, 
Account wall ſtand in this Manner: 4 


| . 
Total of Money iſſued for Secret Service | 
in eleven Years, from 1731 to 1741, 1,264,250 15 10 
incluſive - - - - - - - | | 
Total of Monies iſſued under the Head 
of Secret Service for a like Term be- 
ſore the Revolution 9 


989,652 10 06; 


Balance upon eleven Years 2744598 5 32 


—— — ” 
: 


Annual Charges of Secret Service, at a 
Medium of eleven Years from 1516 114.931 16 10} 
to 17414 | 7 ey 


RY Neon on | 
Annual Charge before the Reyolution - 89,968 8 27 
Annual Balance 24,963 8 8 


Which annual Sum of Twenty-four thouſand nine hundred and 
 fixty-three Pounds eight Shillings and eight Pence, is the whole 
Encreaſe of the Expence of the Civil Liſt upon this Head, 
after a Term little ſhort of threeſcore Years, made up in a way 
of Accounting, the moſt partial and moſt favourable to thoſe, 
who wiſha falſe and dangerous Opinion to prevail, which even 
upon this State cannot prevail hereafter with any reaſonable Man. 
For every ſuch Man will conſider this Matter as it aughtonly 
to be conſidered, that is, upon the Foot of an Influence acquired 
by the Crown over the of the Subjedt, in proportion te 
_ the Sums applied in ſecret Gratuities to the Members of the Legiſla- 
ture, more now than in former Times; and every ſuch Man will 
form a Judgment-to himſelf, and create an equitable Balance, 
not only upon the Quantum of the Money applied inSecret Ser- 
vice, but will take into his Aid ſome farther Conſiderations, 
viz. whether that Part of Secret Service, which is neceſſary to 
all Government, (becauſe as the Committee confeſs in the 
Report, Ne Forma of Gevernnent can fubſit without a Power of 
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Service, and the Reimbur ſament e Expences. It is perhaps but 
| too probable, that Er Ache Money under theſe two 
| Heads have been. really applied that way. Yet from the Na- 
| ture of the Thing, very great Sums muſt have been iſſued under 
| theſe Titles, to Purpoſes very different from thofe which ought 
| to have given ſo much Alarm to the Publick.—As it is for this 
Reaſon out of our Power to make a juſt Compariſon in this 
Way, I think it can be ſtated in no manner more correſpondent 
with the Truth, than as it has been ſtated here, and if fo, the 
Propoſition is ſufficiently proved, that the Charge of Govern- 
ment upon this Head was greater formerly than it is now. Ho- 
ever, after having thrown this out for the impartial Conſidera- 
tion of the Publick, I will, for the ſake of Argument, and to 
revent all Poſſibility of Cavil, admit both theſe Articles to 
added to the Head of Secret Service, by which it will be 
augmented, though not fairly to 1, 264, 250 l. 155. 104, 
But after this Conceffion I will venture to ſay, as to the 
other three Articles, viz. that to. the Sollicitor of the Treaſu 
that of the Allowance of 3000 J. per Arn. to each of the 
cretaries of State, and that of the Money iſſued to Authors and 
Printers, it js impoſſible, with any Candour, to bring them in- 
totheCharge of the Secret Service, and for the followingReaſons: 
Becauſe as to the fir/? dum to the Sollicitor, it is given always 
upon Account, via for Crown Proſecutions, and other ne- 
ceſſary, obyious, and warrantable Occaſions of Government, of 
which the Committee themſelves were ſo well aware, that 
they have themſelves deducted that Sum ſrom the grand Total. 
As to the Second, whick regards the Secretaries of State, this 
is in effe the Appointment of an Office, and ftands juſtly ex- 
ceptionable in thi iſon, the rather, becauſe it was made 
a diſtin Article from that of Secret Service in all Times, and 
is particularly ſo in the State of the Revenue at the Revolu- 
tion, by which this Parallel is made, being not included in the 
annual Sum of 89,968 J. 85, 2 d. à to which the Secret Ser- 
%%% „ nr cs Boe 
Wich regard to the Third, it is rather a Matter to be laugh- 
ed at than conſidered ſeriouſly.--In the Nature of the thing, it 
is by no means a Secret Service: And in its 8 
cially conſidering the Authors and theix. Productions, no Man 
will ſay, that it affected the Publick in the Way, which can 
only give the People any Right to concern themſelves about 
Diſpoſition of the Civil Liſt.--It would be extremely hard, if 
the Crown might not not beallawed the ſamePrivilegeof thePen, 
which is allowed to any private Man, and certainly no Minifter 
can be cenſured, if by Permiſſion of the Prince, „ 
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the Aſſiſtance of his private Purſe, he makes uſe of the ſame 
Liberty of the Preſs to defend the Meaſures of his Government, 

which the Subject, with Impunity, employs whenever he thinks 
proper, (and of late, with outrageous Licence,) to cenſure and | 
' confound it. fs, : 
As the Sums iſſued therefore upon theſe three Articles can- \ 
not be added by any juſt Pretence ; after making Conceſſions, | 
with the utmoſt Latitude, againſt our own Argumeat, the . 

Account wall ſtand in this Manner: 2 , 
Se 


Total of Money iſſued for Secret Service | i 
in eleven Years, from 1731 to 1741, 1,264,250 15 10 
incluſive - -. - - - - - 

Total of Monies iſſued under the Head 

of Secret Service for a like Term _ 989,652 10 061 
ſore the Revolution 3 c 


©, © © Balance upon eleven Ve 2144598 5 1 
%% 
| k Medium of eleven Years from 1210 114,931 16 10} 
Annual Charge before the Reyalution 80,968 8 21 

Annual Balance 24,963 8 8 
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Which annual Sum of Twenty-four thouſand nine hundred and 
 fixty-three Pounds eight Shillings and eight Pence, is the whole 
Encreaſe of the Expence of the Civil Liſt upon this Head, 
after a Term little ſhort of threeſcore Years, made up in a way 
of Accounting, the moſt partial and moſt favourable to thoſe, 

who wiſha falſe and dangerous Opinion to prevail, which even 
upon this State cannot prevail hereafter with any reaſonable Man. 

For every ſuch Man will conſider this Matter as it aught only ( 
to be conſidered, that is, upon the Foot of an Influence acquired 
by the Crown over the of the Subjedt, in proportion te 
the Sums applied in ſecret Gratuities to the Members of the Legiſla- 1 

ture, more now than in former Times; and every ſuch Man will 
form a Judgment-to himſelf, and create an equitable Balance, 
not only upon the Quantum of the Money applied inSecret Ser- 

vice, but will take into his Aid ſome farther Conſiderations, 

_ viz, whether that Part of Secret Service, which is neceſlary to 
all Government, (becauſe as the Committee confeſs in the 

Report, Ne Form of Gevernment can fub/it without a Pawer of 
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employing Publick Money fot Services which are from their Nature 
ſecret, and ought always to remain ſo, ) muſt not unavoidably be, 
from the Circumſtances of Time, greater than it was former- 
ly ; and again, whether the fame ree of Influence can be 
acquired in theſe Times by the ſame Sums, © : 

| ow theſe Things being thus candidly conſidered, it will ap- 
pear, that our Engagements with Foreign Powers, the Difficul- 
ties of the Age we live in, and the Diſtractions of Europe have 
been infinitely greater fince the Revolution than they were be- 
fore; that bur Secret Service in Foreign Courts muſt have there- 
fore been greatly more expenſive than it was at that Period ; 
and the Prices of Intelligence unddubtedly much higher than 
formerly they were; for Things of this Nature go always on 
0 encreaſing, and the Value of Money is become greatly leſs in 
every Part of Europe. Enn 
Add to this, that the late Enquiry was confined to a Time 
of Peace, and a Time of very intricate Negociation (the Pru- 
dence or Imprudence of which is not under our Conſidera- 
tion in this Queſtion) during which, Expences of this kind 
have no eſtabliſhed Proviſion, as they have in time of War; 
have then an extraordinary Allowance of 10,000 J. per 
Annum, beſides a Deduction of Two and a half per Cent. out 
of the Pay of all the Foreign Forces in the Service of Great 
Britain, of which we have already had Occaſion to make ſome 
mention in another Place: And this (as appears by the famous 
Report of the Commiſſioners for ſtating the public Accounts, at 
the latter End of the Queen's Reign, 1712) amounted in the 
ſame Term of eleven Years, to 393,3667. 95s. 7 d. over and 
above the Expences of the Civil Government under the ſame 
| Head, which could not fail in ſome meaſure to be leflened by it. 
| | Upon the whole, leaying it to every Man of Candour to 
determine how far the two Articles of Money ſued to Special 
Service, and to reimburſe Expences, may be allowed to have 
| their Place in this Account, and ſubmitting to every Man of 
Senſe and Candour the Difference of the Times, the Deduction 
of 100,000 J. out of the Civil Lift for the Prince of Wales, the 
| Circumſtances of all our Foreign Affairs, and one thing more, 
which is hardly decent to be touch'd upon, but by way of 
Suppoſition, that if there be Corruption at home, its Wages 
muſt be much higher than they were heretofore, it is impoſſible 
to deny, but that the Property of the Crown, or in other 
Words, the Civil Lift, is, not only not really increaſed, but 
that it can by no means operate upon the Conſtitution in any De- 
gree equal to what it might Have done formerly, and therefore 
that the Power of the Crown is not in this Reſpect augmented 
| in 
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in ion to the Power of the People, but in fact dimi- 

” orypriment bo hes e [ 
We ſhoul in the next place examine this Point, upon the l 
Footing of the Croum Influence from additional Empl, s, But | 
this will receive a ſufficient Anſwer under the next Head; with 
which it is ſo much connected, that it will be moſt proper to — 
blend them both in one common Conſideration. 1 
We therefore proceed to the third and laſt Point, viz. the 1 
Encreaſe of the Power of the Crown, by poſitiue Laws in favour 1 
of the Prerogative. But here I conceive it beyond the Induſtry 1 
of Faction itſelf to diſcover any one Circumſtance in which Pre- 1 
rogative has been extended. On the other hand, it is moſt happy 
and moſt notorious, that Prerogative is within the laſt Cen- 
tury reduced to ſuch a Point, that no rational Man can deny, 
but that we have gone even farther than, in the Opinion of 
the moſt eminent Writers upon Government, is neceſſary to 
the Preſervation of the Conſtitution of any Country: To this 
end, according to that famous Maxim laid down by Machia- 
vel, Government muft be frequently brought back te its firſt Princi- 
| jus but from the Period of the Reſtoration, we have not on- 
ly conſtantly been employed in paring away thoſe Luxurian- 
cies of Power in the Crown, which had been inſenſibly grow- 
ing from the Conqueſt, or at leaſt from the Reign of King 

Joln, till they had in a manner over-ſhaded all the Liberties 

of the People; but we have actually taken away many of the 

_ . moſt important Branches, to which the Crown had been en- 

titled from the very Beginning of our Conſtitution : Of 

- which it cannot be improper upon this Occaſion to enumerate 
a jew. 1019/97 50 pry OI | 


. Firſt then, the Crown, from the Acceſſion of lliom I. by 
the Eſtabliſhment of the feodal Tenures was undoubtedly en- 
titled to ſuch a Degree of Influence, as went incomparably far- 
ther in every Reſpect, and in every Light in which it can 
-poſſibly be conſidered, to create an univerſal Dependence in e- 
very other Branch of the Legiſlature, than any other Circum- 
ſtance of human Invention, and much leſs any later Charges 
in the Conſtitution, were they as real as they are imaginary, 
could poſſibly do: The greateſt Part of the whole Kingdom, 
- (befides what was yet more immediately belonging to the Crown 
as its Domain,) was held in capite of the King; and by Virtue 
© of this Tenure, the Crown enjoyed the following Prerogatives ; 
1. The Profits of the whole Eflate of every Family (as well of the 
Lordi as "of the Commons) during the Minority of every Heir. 
' 2. The Right to diſpoſe of the Profits of fuch Eftates to whom it 
.* pleaſed, 3. The. Guardianſhip of every kd Heir, and the . 
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of Jig ating that Truft' to any other Per E The Right 1 
iſpoſe A 72 _ or wir of or of any any ſuch 2 dar ing the 44. 

vori, in itle to one Year's 2725 7 2 Eftate, 

min Caſes Fur ud = no Minority, before Poſſeſſion could be 


taker by the next Heir. Theſe, with Wore more of a like Na- 
ture, were ſome of the Gown Prerogatives, which exiſted 
"Jegatly } in the Conſtitution of this Country from the Beginning 
ol this Government, till about eighty Years ago, and if they 
are well weighed, it is impoſſible not to ſee what prodigious 
Means of Influence they afforded to the Crown, What Revenue, 
what Emplyments, what Civil Lift could furniſh out Matter 
of ſuch- extenſive Obligation? What noble Family in the 
dne Houſe of Parliament, or what Man of great Eſtate i in 
the other, but might be either tempted or neceſſitated to court its 
Favour? What Struggles would the Virtue even of a Broad- 
| tom Patriot undergo, contending with the Offer of the Wardfhip 
| of a Duke of Bedford, or the Cuſtedium of a Pelham Eſtate, du- 
ring a Minority of fifteen or fixteen Years? In what Man is the 
Amor Patriæ ſo conſtant, paſſionate, and fond, that he could 
1 dly look upon the Charms of a beautiful young Woman 
tendered to his Arms by a firſt Miniſter, with the Titles 
wary Mie of a Duke of Marlborough ? Again, what 
R be the Conſequence of an Education wholly directed by 
Tutors and Guardians appointed by the Crown, upon all the 
Men of Property in the "Ki EA what the Effect of Gra- 
titude upon the Minds of Gentlemen, in whoſe behalf the 
| Crown ſhould wave ſome Parts of this Prerogatiye ?—in favour 
of whom the Crown ſhould remit its Title to the Profits of the 
Minor's Eſtate? or leave it in Truſt to be improved by the 
neareſt Relation for the Heir ? or decline to'take the Relief, 
or one Year's Profit, to which, even in Caſes of no Minority, 
it was entitled? From hence, it may be worth conſi 
whether that is quite a conſtitutional Principle, which has been 
laid 2 le, 3 r in ſo vaſt — 
tude, that the Crown to no Influence 8 
Legiſlature ; the Fad © certainly was the my contrary — Our 
Anceſtors intended 5 tay = they of their Kin gs to be fal, and they 
knew that without ſome Degree of (3 that Power _ 
be but in Name; — their Idea was to balance the Popular b 
5 gal: not, as it has manifeſtly been of late, to put __ 
Weights into the Popular Scale: To the People they gave the 
ſole Power. of granting one, and a Title to Refilance'm Caſes of 
extraordmary and violent Extremity ; à nominal Power could not 
ballance theſe great Privileges ;' they therefore gave I Sage 
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Diſpoſition of all Employments, in fine, the Means of General Ob- 
7725 % the Subje&t ; again, to ballance the Tile of Refift- 
ance in the People, they armed the Crown with Powers of Con- 
tation, and ven forie digree of Tafluence in the Trials of thoſe, 
who ſhould raſhly or unjuſtly take up Arms 4gainft it; theſe 
Prerogatives hecame at length abuſed, and have therefore been 
wiſely and juſtly*in many important Inſtances curtalbu, {while 
all the former Privileges of the People yet remain with very 

great Additions.) Among the reſt this great one, arifing fro 
the feodal Tenures, was totally aboliſhed in the Year 1661. 
By which one Act, the Spirit of this Conſtitution received (6 
great an Alteration, that few. are even yet ſenſible of all the 
| Confequantes, that either have happened, or will unavoidably 
reſult from it, in favour of the popular Intereſt in this Country. 
The next great Encreaſe of Privilege to the People, was 
from the Act of Habeas Corpus, which was paſſed in 1673-43 
a Law of ineſtimable Security to the Liberty of the Sat 8. 
By the Revolution in 1686, the whole Government was 
urged at once, of all Excreſcencies of Prerogative, that had 
Lean growing from its firſt Inſtitution : By the very Act of the 
Expulſion 829 II. and his Line, confirmed, as it Af- 
terwards waz, "by Law, the People acquited a right, which had 
never been allowed in the Conſtitution of this Country. In the 
famous Charter of King Fobn, the Barons never went ſo far, tt 
was there decreed. that in Caſes of the laſt Neceſſity, the Pub- 
lick might diſtreſs the Crown, by all Manner of Means, vis. 
by the Seizure and Sequeſtration of its Caſtles, Lands, and Poſ- 
ſeſſions till the publick Grievances ſh6uld be redrefſed : diſtrin- 
gent & gravabunt nos mollis omnibus quibus poterunt, ſcilicet per cap- 
tionem caſtrorum, terrarum, peſſeſſianem, donec ſuerint emendatum, 
&c. But there was a ſtrict Exception to the Perſons of the King, 
the Buren, and the Iſſue of the Royal Family, /alva Perſond no- 
fira, Regine tuft, & Liberorum moſtrorum; there was an 
expreſs Condition to fave the Rights“ of the Succeſſion; the 
Crown was not to forfeit for its exorbitant Proceedings, the 
People were to return to their Allegiance again, ſo ſoon as theſe 
Exorbitances were redreſſed, cum fuerit emendatum intendent nobis 
ficut privs fecerunt. This Principle of an indefeaſible Hereditary 
Riyht (for it was no leſs) deſtroyed the Effect of all the ſtrong 
Proviſions of Refifance perſcribed at the ſame time; the Law 
was ſeverely worded, but void of a ſufficient Penalty to enforce 
it; a temporary Suſpenſion of the Regal Authority was the only 
Penalty: The, Crown ſoon found how to avail itſelf of this 
Defe& ; their Attempts upon the People were offenſive, the 
Reſiftance of the People —_— only; this was contending 


upon 
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upon very. wiequal Terms (-—the Crown had Ap h © 


fear; but whenever Publick Liberty was inyaded the People 


run the Riſk of loſing all ;—the Crown, if unſucceſsful, ſuf- 


fered nothing but a Diſappointment, and had nothing to do 


but to quit the Proſecution of its Views for that Time, It was 


then reſtored again to what it was befare, with the ſame 
Means of renewing the Attempt upon the firſt favourable 
Opportunity. The People it is true, have formerly gone 
further, and were under the Neceſſity to do it, but when they 
did it, they ated not upon the Principles of the Law of Eng- 
land; they were obliged to haveRecourſe to that grand Principle 
of the Law of Nations, * Datd facultate datur jus * 
tuendi. Vet this was but lamely underſtood by the Bulk of a 
People, ever tender of their Laws, and, like the Bulk of every 
other People, little able to reaſon upon higher Principles ; 
from hence the Crown derived fo great an Advantage that for 
the greater Part of the laſt Century our Liberties were brought 
into continual Hazard ; it was the Revolution alone, and the 
Principles eſtabliſhed. then, that could have poſſibly preſerved 
us. The Doctrine of Hereditary Right in this extravagant Ex- 
tent was taken away ; ſome — — Caſes were enacted by Law 
where the Crown ſhall forfeit. This has given a Blow to Pre- 
rogative, which it can never recover. 

And ſo far had we dwindled from the Virtue and Spirit of 
our Forefathers, that even that Proviſion of Reſiſtance, which 
had been formerly made to ballance this Prerogative of inde- 


feaſible Hereditary Right, (inſufficient as we have ſhewn it to 
have been,) was actually wholly given up at the Reſtoration, 


by the Oath preſcribed to be taken in the * A# for well Go- 
verning and Regulating of Corporations ; which was in theſe 
Words: I A. B. de declare and believe that it is not lawful, upon 
any Pretence whatſoever, to take Arms againſt the King, and that 
1 do abhor that traitorous Poſition, of taking Arms, by his Autbo- 
rity, againſt his Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are commiſſioned by 


| him. So help me God. It was further diſclaimed in the Pream- 


ble to the Act of Attainder Anno 12 Car, II. cap. 30. in the 
following Words,— And be it hereby declared, that by the Un- 


| doubted and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither the Peers 
F this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both together, in Parliament, 
oer out of Parliament, nor the People colletlively, nor repreſenta- 
, truely, nor any other Perſons whatſoever, ever had, have, hath, 


> Grotius de Jure Belli ac Pacis, lib. II. Anno 13 Car. Il 


| Stat. 2. Cap. l. 


or 


- 
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or ought 55 Aw any coerfrve Power over the Perſons of the King; 
this Realm. 3g 1 K 

171. was again diſclaimed, in the Preambles of different Acts 
relating to the Militia, about the ſame time, in theſe Words, 
That both, or either of the 2 * Parliament, can, or may, 
lawfully raiſe or levy any War, Offenſive or Defenſive, againſt his 
Majeſty, his Heirs, or lawful , A oa | 
Hoy far this Doctrine of Nen-Reſiſtance, without any Re- 
ſerve, ſtruck at the Liberties of the People, is manifeſt enough; 
but how far the very Act of the Revolution has given the Li- 
mitation to its Extravagance, we have already obſerved; and 
as to the Oath before mentioned, it was directly abrogated by 
the Act of the iſt of William and Mary, cap. 8. | 

Again, by two Acts, the one, An 47 for Safety and Preſer- 
vation of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, Anno 13 Car. II. 
cap. 1,—And another, For preventing Abuſcs in Printing, &c. 
Anno 13 and 14 Car. II. cap. 33. the Liberty of the Preſs was 
totally reſtrained. Theſe Laws were ſuffered to expire, 
By an Act againſt Tumults and Diſorders, Anno 1 3 Car, IT. 
cap. 5. the Subject had been, in effect, deprived of that Right 
of Petitioning either the Crown or Parliament ; for it was e- 
nacted— That, from and after the firſt of Auguſt 1661, no Per- 
fon or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall ſolicit, labour, or procure the 
GETTING oF HANDs, or OTHER CONSENT of any Perſons 
above the Number of TWENTY OR MORE, to any Petition, 
Complaint, Remonſtrance, Declaration, or other Addreſs to the 
King, or both or either Houſes of Parliament, for Alterations of 
Matters eſtabliſhed by Law, in Church or State, or accompanied, 
at any one time, with above the Number of TEN PFRSONs, 
And that no Perſon or Perſons exceeding TEN, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
preſent any publick or private Grievance or Complaint, to any 
1 or Members of Parliament after his Election, &c. under 
Penalty 4 100 l. in Money, and Impriſonment for three Months, 
without Bail or Mainprize., WY TINY 
This was virtually repealed by the Act, declaring the Rights 
and Liberties of the Subject, Anno 1 William and Mary, Seſſ. 2. 
cap. 2. wherein it was Fnadted; That it is the Right of the Sub- 
Je#t to petition, and all Commitments and Proſecutions for ſuch pe- 
titionmg are illegal. oat 
By this Act the Conſtitution was farther reſtored in very 
many, and improved in other Inſtances as follow. 
I. It was enacted, That the pretended Power of ſuſpending 
Laws, or the Execution of Laws by regal Authority, without Con- 
ſent of Parliament, is illegal. | | 


IC 


K 2 | 2 2. That 
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2. That the Commiſſi Non for erecling the 11 Cuurt þ Cum 
* for © Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and 4 all other Commiſſioners and 
Courts of the lite Nature are illegal and pernicious. 

3. That lerying Money for, or to the Uſe of the Crown ty Pre- 
tente ' of Prerogative, without Grant of Parliament, for linger 
time, or in other Manner, than the Jame is, or ſhall be granted, 
i Ulegal and peruiciaus. 

4+ That the raiſing or keeping a Standin Army within the King- 
dom (in Time ime of Peace) unleſs it be with Conſent of Parliament, 


is 7.4 
1 hat the Subjefts, which: are Protea nts, may have Arms 
Jr their Defence, | ſuitable to their Conditions, and as allowed by 


1 6. That E lefions of Members 7 Parlament ought to be 
Free. | 
7. That * Freedom of Speech and Debates, or Proceedings 
in Parliament, ought not to be e or queſtioned in any Court 
br Place out of Parliament. 
8. That exceſſive Bail ought not 10 he: repuirad, nor erce 
* ines impoſed, nor cruel and 2 71 Puniſtments inflited. 
. That Furies ought t be duly impannelled and returned, and 
Rk, which paſs upon ., len in Trials for Hligh Treaſon, rught 
to he Freebolders. 
10. That all Grants and Promiſes of. Fries and Pirfeitures if 
particular Perſons, before Cenviltion, are legal and void. © 
11. That for Redreſi of all Grigvances, and for the amending, 
N and pre, eruing of the Laws, Parliaments ought to be 
4 f 


12. That all Diſpenſations paſſed by non obſtante 1 Hs of 


2 except in Caſes provided fer by Law, ſhall be void. 
That every Per 775 or Perſo -ſons, that ts, are, or ** 2 
of Rome, or ſhall marry a Papiſt, 
be excluded, and be for ever mcapable to e aft or 0 
the Croton and Government of this Realm, and nd, ard t 
Diminions thereunte belonging, or any Part of the ſame, or ta have, 
uſe, or exerciſe any legal Power, Authority or 1 1 7 "with- 
in the ſame, and in all and every ſuch Caſe or Caſes, the Peqple of 
theſe Realms, ſhall be, and are hereby abſolved of their Allegiance, 
"and the Craun fhall deſeend to the next Proteſtant Heir. 
This was followed b another Law, cap. 10, which took a- 
"way the Revenue we ing from Hearth-Money, with all the 
Powers attendant on that Collection; which, as it was juſtly 
expreſſed in the Words of the Preamble, was in itſelf not only a 


great Oppreſſion to the * * but a Badge of Slavery Ty 
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the whole. People, expoſing every Man's Houſe to be entered inte 
and ſearched, at Pleaſure, by Per ſons unknown to him. | 
In the ſame Seſſions of Parliament (cap. 27) one very great 
and conſiderable Part of this Kingdom was entirely redeemed 
from a Juriſd iRion utterly inconſiſtent with the Freedom of a 

n ee, the Court of the Preſident and Council of the 
Marches Wales, which had been eſtabliſhed in 34 and 35 of Henry 
VIII. and under which that Province had been governed tilt 
this Act paſſed, was totally aboliſhed, and the People of that 
Country, allowed to enJoy the common Benefit of the Eli 
Law and Liberty ; the Proceedings and Decrees f that Court, 
having been (as it is recited in the Preamble) an mtelerable Bur- 
den to the Subject within th? ſaid Principality, contrary to the great 


Charter, the knotun Laws. of the Land, and the Birth-right of the 


\ Cuhyett; and the Means to introduce an arbitrary Power and Gb 


In the 2d of Hlliam and Mary, 2 7. a very unconſtitu- 
tional Prerogative, (for ſo it was in effect, though not directly 
exerted under the Name of the Crown,) was repealed; arid it 
was enacted, That whereas the Eleftion of Members to ſerve in 
Parliament ought to. be free, and whereas the Wardens of the 
Cinque Ports pretended to, and claimed as of Right,” a Power 0 
nominating and recommending to each of the Cinque Ports, 7 
twa ancient Towns, and their reſpectibe Memberl, one Perſon 
whom they ought to ele, to ſerve as Baron or Member of Par- 
ny for ſuch Port, &c. all ſuch Nomination or Recommendation 

Il be void. IL | 5 
In the ſame Year (cap. 8.) the Judgment of Que Warranto 
againſt the City of Londen, was reverſed—its Libertics regrant- 
ed, and made a Corporation. 1 $28 
By an Act in 1694, the 5th of William and Mary, cap. 7. 
for Granting to their Majeſties certain Rates and Duties, upon Salt, 
Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, for the raiſing of One Million 
towards carrying on the War with France. This Clauſe was 
obtained, Provided always, and be it enacted, &c. That no Mem- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons ſhall, at any time, be concerned di- 
rect or indirectiy, or any ather in ol for him in the Farming, 
Collecting, or Managing any of the Sums of Money, Duties, ar | 
other Aids granted to their Majeſties by this Hot, or that hereafter 
ſhall be granted by any other Acts of Parliament; except the 
Commuſſuners of the Treaſury, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, not exceeding 

the preſent Number in tach Office, and the Commiſſioners of the 
Land- Tax. But the Cuſtoms and Exciſe were afterwards ex- 

N as we ſhall preſently come to ſnew, and continue ſo 

to mne nn 7 


K 3 | Again, 
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pir in by another Act the ſame Seſſion, « cop. 20. f or Grant- 
ing ſeveral Rates and Duties upon Tonnage of Ships 720 Veſſels, 
and upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, to raiſe one Million 
hundred thouſand: Pounds, &c. It was provided farther— That 
no Officer or Perſon whatſoever concerned in any manner with the 
Collection or Management of the Exciſe, all, by Word, Meſ- 
ſage, or Writing, or in any other manner, endeavour to influence 
any Voter in Elections, under Penalty of 1001. and of Incapa- 
city of holding any Office or Place of. Truft under the Crown, 

In the 7th of I illiam III. cap. 3. that famous Law was 
paſſed, which put the Lives, as well as Liberties of the Sub- 
ject, upon ſs happy a Foundation, that no People, upon the 
known Earth, can boaſt of ſuch Security. I mean, the 42 
for Regulating Trials in Caſes of Treaſon and Miſpriſſen of Trea- 


I ; which contained the following Clauſes. 


1. That the Perſons accuſed ſhould be entitled firft to bow a Copy 
of the Ind iciment five Days before the Trial. 

2. To make their Defence by Council and Witneſſes 1 55 Oath, 
the Council to. be. choſen by themſelves, and ta have free, Acceſs to 
the Priſoner at all reaſonable Houps. _ 

3. Not to be indifted, tried, or attainted but by the Oath « tw 
Witneſſes, and ane Witneſs to one Att of Treaſon, (nd, another to 
another. not to be deemed two Iitneſſas. 

4. Perſons outlawed, upon their þ cturn to Hand Trial, to have 
_ IS t of "this Act. | 
o Perſon to be ke or proces, a within three 
Lars of the Offence. - | 
a 6, Perſons tried, to have C ig of the Pannel tw Days fore 
rial. 

7. Such Perſons to have Praceſs of the C burt where hey all be 
tried, to e their IM iitneſſes 19 appear for them at their Trials. 
8. No Evidence, to, be admitted, or given of any Overt Act, nt 
expreſoly laid in this, Indietment, ga any e or Cay 


nes. . . * 


© © ES % 


vantage firft that one Major Vote was ſufficient to condemn 
a Peer — Gaſes, of this Nature; and ſecondly 15 that the Crown | 
had the Power of nominating a 1 8 0 Number; appointing and 


excepting what Peers it pleaſed to ſit in Judgment, it was then 
_ gnaQted, that their Trials ſhauld be made fc or the beth by the whole 


_ Body of. the Pgerage 31 and that * ſhou ſummoned 
#t leaf? twenty Days Fa =_ is appear and pote at So Triat, 


In 
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In the fame Year, Sg. 1. cap. 4. the Act was paſſed For pre- 
venting Charge and Expence in Elections of Members to ſerve in 
Parliament, E ing that Candidates after the Teſte of the ru, 


or after any | or any Caun- 
. Borough, &c. giving or promiſing any Pre Tg or Re-, 
ward for being elected, to any Perſon having Right of Vate, ſhall be 
incapable to ſerve in Parliament for any ſuch Place as aforeſaid, 
his was ſoon after followed by another Act of the ſame. 
| Seffions, For 8 falſe and double Returns, cap. 7. con- 
taining the following Clauſes, 1. That in Caſe of falſe and double 
Returns, the Party aggrieved may ſue in any Court of Weſtmin- 
ſter again/t am Officers or Perſons, and every one of them, and 
recover double Damages, and full Gofts of Suit. 2. Whoſcever 
ſhall male, or give any Contract, Security, Promiſe, Bond, Gift or 
Reward, to. procure a falſe or double „ ſhall forfeit 300 l. 
3. The Clerk of the Crown to make Entry of all Returns within 
fix Days after their Receipt, under Penalty of 5001. and For- 
feiture of his Qffice, 4. All Returns contrary to the laſt Determi- 
nation of the Houſe of Commons, to be void, and to be deemed falſe, 
and this Act to continue ſeven Tears. | 


1 - 


By the Act in the 11th and 12th of Milliam, For granting 
an Aid to his Majeſty out of the forfeited Eftates, &c. it was 
enacted, That no Member of Parliament ſhall 2 the 24th of 
June 1700, be a Commiſhoner or Farmer of the Exciſe, or a 
N of Appeals, or Controller or Auditor of the ſaid 
Duty. n e PI e, 

In the ſame Year, cap. 7. an Act was paſſed For preventing 
irregular Proceedings of Sheriffs and other Officers, in making Re- 
turns of Members, provided, That the Returns ſhall be made to 
the Clerk of ile Crown,  withm fourteen Days after the Election, 


* 


at in Parliament ſhould become vacant F, 


- * 


&c. under Penaliy ef 50 Il. 1 . 

In the: ſame Seſſions, cap. 1 2. an Act paſſed to, puniſh the Go- 

vernors of Plantation, in this Kingdom, for Crimes committed by 

them in the Plamtations, by rache moſt remote Subjects of 

the Briti/h Empire obtained. the Protection of the Engliſh Laws 

— Oppreſſions, which were before that Time without a 
er er 47 | N 


The next Addition of Privilege and Security to the People, 


and Diminution of Prerogative, was obtained by the Act or 
the farther Limitation of the Crawn, &. Anno 12 William III. 
Seſſ. 1. cap. 2. which was then ſettled upon the Houſe of Ha- 
nover ; in this t was provided farther, 
1. That whoſoever ball 1 . came to the Poſſe 
Crown ſpall jain in Communion with the Church Hi | d, as 
by Lau eftabliſbed. (The Act of 1 Wilkam and Mary, Sefſ. 2. 

| cap. 


ſhon of this. 
nh as 
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(rd) 
2: before-mergione bad provided aga inſt the AdmiMon of | 
e it was now, for the e of the Reli 


5 ohe Country, 'providey; at no Diſſenter from thut 
Felon, of any Denomination whitſoever, ſhouls\ be Ring 


lan) 
KEN in caſe the Crown and Imperial . i Raabe, 
Joall'Bereafter come ro any Pr ſon not being e this Ki 
dom, th Nutii be' nat 1 abi 4 fe engage in any War * for the De- 
1 of 4 Dominions or erritories, which de mat belong- to- 1 
Crown, of 1} Englund, without Conſent of of Parliament: 7 
t after the ſaid Eimitatim D take ro ond 
\ 


no ur ſons born out of the Migabm. of — wy fd, 
land, ar the Dominions thereunta belongin he- be: natura 


lized or made a Denizen, exc 4 ts 2 horn art If Bach Pu- 
rents )- ſhall be capable to be of the Privy Conneil;; or Amber of 
either Houſe 0 Parliament, or to enjoy any Office or Place of Br roc 
Lg or Truſt 5 Civil or Military, or to haus any Grant of Lands, 
enements, or Hereditaments, from the Croton 1e ar to am 
dther or others in Thuft for Dim. ; a md 
4. That after the. fs Limitation 70 ow a as afweſoidy 
Otis Cam ifioners. ſhall he made qua bone geſſerint, 
Fu their Salaries aſcertained and e/tabli 064 Y bub that upon Au. 
740 of. both Fhuſes of Parliament, a, ny "be be Toufal te ones 


. Nat 10 Pardon unter the Great beat ef Baguns be pleadable 
to an Impeachment by the Commons in Parliament. a 
6. That all Laws ani Statutes f this' Rum, for" ſecuring the 
etabliſhed Religion, and the ' Rights. and Liber tie ff 2 e 
U wo and confirmed. 
nother Improvement of our Contzitutiom wa Wie i imme 
diately after in that Act, for preventing amy any Ircomdenience, thut 
may happen b Privilege of Paylament, Anno 12 Gul! III. cap. 3. 
by which it was enaCted, 1. That Actions may be commenced againſ# 
either Peer or Member of Parliament in the liter v Parliament. 
That after Prarogation the Court may give Fudgment. 4, That 
Zr ns may have Proceſs again Prer or Member: of .Parliament 
after the Diſſolution of Parliament, and may exhibit any Bill or 
mpJaint a 97 any -e and /oqu 
arties. Kate. 4. Plaintiffs, who are prevente 4 
aol by any Privitye of 1 Parliament, not to Ter, e by any 2 
tute of Limitation. © 


The next AR of the ſame Nature was for additig a farther 
Term to that formerly mentioned of FA ll, III. cap. 7. fer pre- 
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ment for ſeven. Years, which was. then continued for claven 
Years longer. el Me | 
Phe Al that we ſhall mention. of this Great and Happy 
Reign, is of the ſame Year, 11 and 12 Vill. III. caps. 10. 
. D. 17500, entitled An Act. for. granting an Aid to hit Ma- 
jelly, for deſyaying the Bxpences of his Navy, Guards, and Carri- 
ons," &. in which it was provided, That after the Diſſolution 
of that Parlament, no Member of the Houſe of Gommons ſhould be 
a Commiſſioner / the Cuſtonis, ar capable of holding any Office 
in that Branch of the Revenue, nor. any Perſom concerned therein 
ſhould direcliy or indivecHy influence any Election, under Penalty 
of being incapacitated to held any Office or Place of Truſt. under the 
Crown. | 

We now come to the Reign of Queen Arne, during which 
the Prerogative ſtill declined, and the Libertics of the People 
were augmented and farther. ſecured, for. by Am: Ac? for the let 
ter Support of her Majeſty's Houſheld, and of the Hlanaur and Dig- 
nity of the Grown, Anno 1 Anne, Stat. I. cap. 7. it was decreed, 
that for preſerving the Revenues. of the Crown, l Grants of 
Manors, Lands, &. made by the Crawn for more than thirty-one 
Years or three Lives, or all Tenements for more than fifty Years, 
ſhould be uad, by which the Crown was. for ever deprived of 
that great Means of Influence, and of burdening the Publick 

Revenues by Gratifieations to their Favourites. 

Amo 2 and 3 Anne, cap. 18. it was enacted, that any Aim 
or Suit ſhall and may be commenced and proſecuted. in any of her 
Majeſty's Courts of Weſtminſter, againſt any — vom | 
or any other Place of Publick Truſt, no ſuch Actian to be impeached 
or d or delayed on Pretence. of Privilege. of Parliament, either 
with 4 t0-a Peer or Member of the Houſe of Commons, and 
this was manifeſtly a great additional Security to the Subject 
againſt Power and. Oppreſſion. | 

In the Year 1704, 4 Ame. cap. 8. An 44 paſſed far the bet- 

ter Security of her Maje/ty's Perſon and Government, anl of the 
Succeſſion to the Crawn of England in the Proteftant Line By 

which the Nation ired the following Adva 
1. That the Parliament ſhall not be diſſakved ly the Death of any 
King or Quaem of England, but that it fhall continue fix Months 
after ; that it ſhall immediately convene, meet, and fit, whether ad- 
Journed or proregued, and in caſe. there ſhould be no Parliament in 
being, then the yt preceding Parliament ſhall immediately convene, 
and fit, and be a Parliament, to continue, as aforeſaid, to all In- 
tents and Purpeſes. A Proviſo which, if rightly conſidered, 
muſt appear to be infinitely wiſe, and may, in future Times, 
prove of the laſt Importance, to bring the Conſtitution back 
again, 
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again, if it ſhould ever be interrupted or unhinged in any Ar- 
bitrary Reign hereafter. | 

2, The Privy Council, the Great Officers, and all Offices, Civil 
er Military, ſhall continue likewiſe for fix Months. 

3. The Privy Council, immediately after the Deceaſe of the King 
er DPuren, to proclaim the next Proteſtant Succeſſor, under Penalty 
of High-Treaſon,—The Benefit of which three Clauſes moſt 


manifeſtly appeared upon the Death of the late Queen Anne. 


It may be expected of me to take Notice in this Place, that 
by this Act two Clauſes in the Act of the 12th and i 3thof Mil- 
liam III. cap. 2. the firſt, Concerning the ſigning of Privy Coun- 
ſellers to all Aels of State; and the ſecond, Containing @ general 
Excluſion of all Offices and Places of Profit, and all Perſons hold- 
ing Penſions from the Crown, from fitting in the Houſe of Commons 
were repealed ; becauſe upon this Repeal the Malecontents have 
taken their only plauſible Handle, to inſinuate, that our Con- 
ſtitution has been impaired.—But this will admit of a very 
eaſy Anſwer for, in Fact, this never was the, Conſtitution ; 
theſe two Proviſions were only made in futuro, had never actu- 
ally taken Place, were repealed long before they were to be in 
Force, viz. in four Years after they were firſt made, and at a 
Period of Time, when that Government and Family they were 
intended to reſtrain, had no Power or Influence, in this Coun- 
try, to procure their Repeal, and near ten Years, before their 
Acceſſion to the Throne.——Nay farther, as to the ſecond 
Clauſe concerning Penſions, it has actually been. reſtored ſince 
that Acceſſion, as we ſhall ſhew in its due Place... 

4. {t was matted by this:Law, that from and after the Diſſo- 
lut ion, or fooner Determination of that Parliament, no Perſon 
who ſhall haue, in his own Nume, of in the Name of. any Perſon 
or Perſons in Truft for him, or for his Benefit, any new Office, or 
Place of Profit whatſoever under the Crown, which, at any Time 
hereafter, ſhall be created or erefed, nor any Commiſſioner or Sub 
Commiſſioner of Prizes, and Secretary or: Receiver of the Prizes, 
any Comptroller of the Accounts of the Army, any, Commiſſioner 
of Tranſports, any. Commiſſioner of the Sick au Wounded, any 


Agent for any Regiment, er any. Commiſſioner for Wine Li- 


cences, nr am Governor, r Deputy Governor f am of the 
Plantations, ur any Commiſſioners the Nayy employed in any 
the Out · Ports, ner any Perſan ba ving any Penſion. from the 
Crown during Pleaſuie, hall be clifled, fe. or vate, as Member 
of the Houſe of Co mont. OR TY WOT IN 
5. Ne Office to be ſplit into Commiſſion farther thay already = 
dine before the firſt Day of the Sefſtons of Parliament #905, 4 
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6. All Members of Parliament pg. Place of Profit under 
45 


the Crown, during the Time of their being their Eleftions 
to become immediately void, but * of being re- elected, if the Peo- 
ple ſhould think proper to chuſe them again under that Circumſtance. 
his Clauſe was enacted in the Place of that which we have 
already obſerved to have been repealed by this Act, whereby 
Perſms holding any Employments were totally excluded. This Pro- 
viſion being thought much more conſiſtent with the Liberty of 
the Subject, both Elected and HElectors.— And, in the Opinion 
of that Time, as great a Security as could be deſired by any Peo- 
ple, ſince it put it out of the Power of the Repreſentatives to 
deceive their Conſtituents, and left it to their own Option, whe- 
ther they would confide their Intereſts again in the Hands of 
the /ame Perſon, after that Change of his Condition, 
7. A Penalty of 5001. to be recovered by any Perſon who ſhall 
fue any Member who ſhall fit contrary to this Act, and the Election 
of ſuch Member to be void. pO 
Greatly as the Prerogative and Influence of the Crown was 
reduced by this Law, it is much to be queſtioned, whether its 
Benefits *. — that which I ſhall * mention; os. — 
Att of the 7th of Anne, cap. 21. for Improving the Union 
the 2 Kon low == or by this Act, 1ſt, That ingſtimable Law 
of Treaſons before mentioned, was extended to that Part of Great 
ritain "called Scotland. 2dly, Tt-was enacted, That after the 
Death of the Perfon called the Pretender, when any Perſon ſhall 


be indifted for High Treaſon, or Miſpriſion of Treaſon, à Liſt of 


Indiftment, and of the Jury, mentioning the Names, Profeſſions 
and Places of Abode of the ſaid Witneſſes and Furors, ſhall be alſo 
given at the ſame Time that the Copy of the Indifiment is delivered 
to the Party indifttd, and that Copies of all the Indiftments for 
the Offences aforeſaid, with ſuch Liſts, ſhall be delivered to the 
Party indifted, ten Days before the Trial, and in Preſence 0 
two or more credible Witneſſes. And 3dly, That after the = 
of the ſaid Pretender, and at the End of the Term of three Years, 
(after the Succ the Houſe of Hanover to the Throne) no 
Aitainger for Treaſon fhall extend to the diſinheriting of any Heir, 
nor to the Prejudice of the Right or Title of any Perſon or Per- 
ſens, other than the Right or Title of the Offender or Offenders, 
during his, her or their natural Lives only, and that it ſhall and 
may be lawful to every. Perſon or Perſons, to whom the Right 
or Intereſt of any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, after the 
Death of any ſuch Offender or Offenders ſhould or might have ap- 
amed, if no fuch Attainder had been, to enter into the ſame - 
hich noble Proyiſion for the Lives and Property of the Sub- 


ject, 


the Witneſſes that ſhall 75 m on the Trial for proving the ſaid 
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ject taken in all its Conſequences, is, not toi be ſound in any 
other Gove: nment-upon Katt. 
Th ++ 10,\g\ Anne, cup. 5. the 4 was paſſed for ſecuring the 
Preedom of Parliaments, and the. further qualifging, the Mami er: 

1% fit in the Houſe: off Comment, appuinting a; Qualification of 
600-1; per Annum far Cbumtien, and 300 l. 4 Tan for, Citics, 
an Borxghs, A Proviſion. wholly now: in the, Conſtitution 
of this Country. "7-31t23] 

In the ſame: Sedbony- un. 10. ib. e That. no, Poſk- 
mailers Poſt maſter: Geovral, or hit or their Deputy jor Depu: 
ties, or any Perſon. employed by or under, him er ther, in ihr rer 


ceiving, collocting or managing ile Revenue af. the-Poſt Office, 


enden any Manner uubatſaever perſuade on aiſſumsde any Voter. fen 
Members to ſerve. in. Parliament, 2 the, Pnalty, of, 42 and 
of Difqualifica tion, Diſability, and: I. wy a — . wp 
er exeeuting-any Office or Place of; Tr. 
rown. 
In the 10th. Anna, cap. 23. an Act nn the more 
8 preventing. fraudulent Conveyances, in order to multiply 
es. for eletting Knights F the Shire, to: ſerve. in Parligment, 
froviding againſt this F vil by an. Oath, and inflicting the. Penalty 
Fog Der the Perſon, either Kum en taking that. Oath 
79. 
In the 72h. og the ſame Reign, cap. 5. there was an AQ 
of the D r order Quemarkn..c—y; 4, the Elections in 


* 
* 


Scotland. 


And in the fake Seſſion, Stat. 1. cap), 16. the Act concerning 
double Returns, (firſt made, Anno 7 and 8. Gul. III. cap. 4. for 


ſeven Years, then continued as we have obſetved for. eleven 


Years more, in the 12 Millium, cap. 5.) uur made perpetual, 
In the Firſt of George I. 154 4. cap. 4. E us enacted, 
no Perſon ſhall be hereafter naturalized, unlzis in the Bill exbibited 


that Purpoſe, there be Clanſe on portitular Mards inſerted to 
2 Thy fb Perſon ſhall - lan he.enabled-to. he of. the 


Privy Council, or a Mcmbers of either Hauſa of | Parliament, or to 
4 or. Place f Truſt, either wil: on Military, or to 
rant of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments from 


bo og to him: — or any ther Perſen in Truſt: far him, and that 


no Bill of Naturalization ſhall be. hereafter received, unleſs Jugh 
Clauſe or Words be finſt in ſerted or contained. r 

In the fi-{t of the ſame Reign 17 he a, a fac- 
ther Act was made, to diſable 23 * 


34 bei 
Member of fitting or veting in the Houſe of a Ny je 
Penſion for any Number of Years from — — the e 
ROE Omg Day that ſuch Member ſhall prefume ta./it er 
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in that "Houſe': By which AQ, the one of the two Olauſes before 


mentioned in the Act of the 12th and I gth. of Miliam, which 
was repealed by the 4th of He, cap. B. was again reſtored. 


In the ſecond of the preſent King 17280, the Bill for the 


more effe nal preventing Bribery und Corruptiom-in the Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament was Into a l. 
And in the fr/7 Seſſions of this preſent Parliament, an Act 


was paſſed for the farther Limitation of Placenen in the Houſe of 


Cammons, of which we have already had-Qecahon to ſpeak, by 


which, after the Expiration or ſooner Determination of this preſent 


Parliament, among others are excludrd the ſeven Commiſſioners 
of the Revenue in Ireland, the ſeven Commiſſioners / the Victu- 


alling Office, the"Clerk of the Pells, and all the Deputies, Inſe · 


ferior Officers and Clerks of theſe Commiſſions, and of the Trea- 
ſury, Exchequer, Pells, Admiralty, Secretaries of State, and 
Paymaſter of the Forces, (two or three only excepted, together 
with the major Part of the Eſtabliſhment of Minorea and Gibral. 
tar.— This is that Act, for which the preſent Adminiſtration, 
inſtead of Thanks, have been repaid with. the vileſt Reproaches 
Hu Fattion, and the moſt cruel Abuſe of their ungrateful 
2ountry. | why 
Tn' the ſame Seffion paſſed that Clauſe in the- Bill for Mutiny 


and Deſertion, for taking the Power of billetting of Soldiers in the 


City and Liberty e Weſtminſter, ' aut of the Hands of the High 
Conſtable f that City,” and placing it with effetual Promſions in 
the Hands of the petty Gonftobles, by which a very great Abuſe and 
Means of Fraud and Influence were taken away. 
We now come in order of time to the 4% Sefton of this Par-. 


 hament, when the Pot- At, (which wwas, in effect, an arbitrary 
Tax, at the Will and under the Direction of the Exciſe,) was re- 


pealed. 

And laſtly an Act was paſſed for the further Security of the 
Freedom of Elettion in that Part Great Britain called Scot- 
land.— The four laſt Acts here mentioned have been gained 
ſince the Removal of the late Miniſter, and in little more than 


the Space of one Vear; yet are the People taught to believe, 


that they have gained nothing. Que Deus vult perdere de- 
mentat. XY | 
long Deduction of popular 


The Reader will pardon this 


Laws, which I have here inſerted; ſuch a Review can never 
de tedious to any Man, who ſincerely loves his Country; and 


Lam certain that the Recapitulatiom of thoſe extraordinary 
Amendments of our Conſtitution, here preſented to their View 


will greatly contribute to the Peace and Quiet of many honeſt 


Men, who in the Paffion and Hurry of theſe Times, have too 


incon- 
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inconſiderately ſuffered themſelves to be impoſed upon by a 
groundleſs Clamour ;; without either giving themſelves time, 
or Opportunity to conſider ſeriouſly how unjuſt it is, 
For whoever will take the Pains to look back upon the Con- 
dition of our former Government, and will refle& as he ought 
to do upon theſe Laws, and Acquiſitions (and many more 


there are, all tending in ſome Degree to the ſame Improve- 


ment) and any Man, who will weigh what we have already ex- 
plained as to the Power of the Crown in its Civil Lift, ig its 


 Employments, or in its Prerogative, if he really means noth! 


but to preſerve this Conſtitution, muſt confeſs that the Liberty 
and Property of this Nation, never ſtood in Period of 


Time, upon ſo ſtrong a Baſis, repaired in every Breach that 


Time had made, fortified with additional Pillars of prodigious 
Security, and every Day encreaſing in 1 by the Effect of 
Laws, which from the Courſe of Time and Nature muſt take 


Place in a few Years. 


From theſe Reflections it does really appear, that Men be- 
tray their Ignorance in the moſt groſs Manner, when they talk 
in that unmeaning Cant, of the Neceſſity of bringing back our 
Conſtitution to its firſt Principles, ſo much the Faſhion in theſe 
Times; for I may defy the ableſt Man in England fairly to give 
the Inſtance of any Period in this Government, where the 
Power of the Crown ſtood upon lower, or the Liberty of the 
Subject upon higher Ground than it does at this Day. | 

Men cannot deny, that Preroagatzve was reduced, and the 
Conſtitution reſtored by the Revolution; they will not venture to 


do this, becauſe the Falſhood would be too glaring, but they 


have taught the People to think, that all theſe Amendments ot 
the Letter of our Conſtitution (if I may ſo expreſs it) are ren- 
dered ineffectual by the Increaſe of Influence in the Crown, 


from additional Revenues, and additional Empleyments, ſince that 


Time. The Fact is totally the Reverſe, as we have ſeen.— 
Half the Guards and Proviſions for the Liberty of the Subject 
have been acquired long fince that Period ; every Reign, and al- 
moſt every Parliament have made Additions to the Privileges 
of the People; infomuch that the People would be manifeſt 
Loſers, were they to exchange their Conſtitution for what it 


was at any one Inſtant of Time, previous even to the laſt Seſ- 


ſion of Parliament: And this would be more or leſs the Caſe, 
were they to go back from Year to Year, from this preſent 


| Year 1743, to 1066 the Era of the Conqueſt. 


This Revenue of the Crown, which they magnify ſo much, 
is demonſtrated to be leſs capable in all Conſiderations to an- 
ſwer corrupt Purpoſes, than it was formerly; and we have 4 
| | .rea Ys 
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ready, as it ſhould ſeem, all the Laws, that the Wiſdom of 
Man can invent, to leſſen its Operation in that way,—If theſe 
Laws are not effectual, there is too much Reaſon to fear that 
the Remedy y the Power of Law, and that the Evil 
muſt ariſe from the Ambition, which is incident to the Nature 
of all popular Governments, and to the Opulence of this Coun- 
try, which Circumſtances, coveted by all Nations, and deſira- 
ble as they juſtly are upon the whole, were never free from the 
Inconveniencies of this kind; have conſtantly debauched the 
Morals of every People; and introduced Corruption, in ſome 
degree, wherever they exiſted. 1 
Doſe Employments ſaid to be ſo much enereaſed ſince the 
Revolution, are actually cut off from their Influence upon the 
Conſtitution, as far as written Laws can do it, in innumer- 
able Inſtances Since the 5th of William and Mary, 1694, 
no new Employment in the Revenue can be held by any 
Member of the Houſe of Commons ; fince the 4th of Anne, 
1705, no new Employment whatſoever, excepting in the Navy 
or the Army. Some with very good Intentions wiſh theſe 
military Offices to be excluded too. But this Opinion is full 
of Danger, for whoſever lives to ſee them totally excepted like- 
wiſe, can rationally expect nothing but a military Govern- 
ment. We have therefore gained a Guard againſt any En- 
creaſe of this Evil in future, very near as far as it can be pru- 
dently deſired, The Cuſtoms, Exciſe, Pofi-Office, and a 
Multitude of other Civil Officers, which exiſted long before 
the Revolution, (and not, as it is falſely conceived,) of later 
Inſtitution, have been alſo weeded out of Parliament. 

It is therefore an abominable Impoſition upon Mankind to 
inſinuate this Doctrine, neither are the Means of Influence e- 
qual, nor do the Laws permit it to be exerted, though the 
Means did actually exiſt. 

If any thing more or better can be deviſed to render our 
Conſtitution yet more pure, that Man would be very diſhon- 
eſt, who would not endeavour to attain it, — but every Quack 
Receipt is not a Remedy, The Cure 'muſt be chiefly looked 
for in the Virtne of the People, and much Help it might re- 
ceive from thoſe, who bellow loudeſt againſt Corruption, if 
they would refuſe to pay its Wages at their own Elections; 
the Woman once vitiated by one Man, will become an eaſy 
Proſtitute to any other; and the Countryman corrupted by 
the Bribe of a Patriot, will undoubtedly make no Scruple aſter- 
wards to ſell his Vote to any Minifterial Hireling. 

What I have faid upon thoſe Heads, is not intended to de- 
ter any honeſt and well conſidered Attempts for any farther 


. Amend- 
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Amendmentsin our Conſtitution, if they can be made; but it 
is.intended and ought juſtly to have its Effect ſo far as to con- 
vince the Publick, that they are deceived, that their Condition 
is (whatever Imperfections ſtill remain) in fact infinitely more 
ſecure than it ever was fince we have been a Nation; and that 
therefore the Impatience expreſſed by ſuch Numbers is extra- 
vagant, and , muſt appear altogether unaccountable to every 
thinking Man.—Nor is it for this Reaſon eaſy for any Man, the 
beſt intentioned to the People, to comply with the Humour of 
thefe Times, becaufe it is impoſſible to know what they would 
be at, what would content them, or what would be the Limits 
they would preſcribe to their Demands.--Nor can this be known, 
nor can they be truſted, ſo long as they found Nr AM upon 
falſe Facts, and Doctrines ſo erronous, as ſo evidently theſe ap- 
pear to be. I mean not to juſtify any Faults, that have been, 
or may be committed in the Conduct of our Affairs; but I 
mean to moderate that Paſſion, which miſguides them in their 
Reaſonings upon it, which hurries them into ſuch Expectations 
and Refentments, as muſt deſtroy the 'very Blefling they en- 
joy by graſping after more than it is their real Intereſt to have: 
L ns be carried in Remembrance, that our Con/litution is a 
Monarchy, and though limited, yet that the Crown muſt be permit- 
ted a conſiderable Share of Power, without which our Government, 
whatever we may afterwards think fit to call it, will become of ano- 
ther Species, ab pecies which certainiy wwe are not fitted for which, as 
in former Times, we ſhould ſuffer all the Evils of Confufion in at- 
tempting to procure ; and which, when procured, we never ſhould be 
able to maintain. ; 

Sitting down therefore with Minds grateful] and ſenſible of 
the very great Advantages we now enjoy beyond what our 
Forefathers ever knew, let us ſtill entertain all reaſonable Views 
of further Benefit, but without Prejudice or Paſſion; let us cor- 
rect the Faults, or even'amend the Defects of Government, in 
all Caſes where they are real, and not imaginary, where the 
Circumſtance of Time will ſuffer it, when we have the Power 
todo it, and when no wor'eInconvenienees would follow from 
it,-- But let us not meaſure theſe Faults or Defects by the Cla- 


mours of a Faction; let us conſider; that the Eye of Oppoſition 


magnifies every Mite of Power, as much as the Eye of Power 


diminiſhes every Object of popular Complaint. Let us therefore, 


when we enter upon this Work, engage in it with Moderation, 
and with a candid and wiſe Reflect:on, that nothing human can 
be perfect, that Men will have their Faults as long as they are 
Men ; that we muſt in Government, as well as in other Things, 
take the Evil with the Good ;'and that that Nation is happy 

| upon 
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upon the whole, where the latter far exceeds the former 8 this 
we may ſafely pronounce of the State in which we live, * Vitia 
erunt donec homines, ſed neque hæc continua, & meliorum itterventut 
ſantur : — In this State of things, in ſuch a critical Situation 
of Affairs abroad, in ſuch a Ferment of the People, as we have 
lately ſeen at home, there can be no Wonder, that Men of 
Senſe ſhould deſire time to conſider ſeriouſly what farther Al- 
terations may be made with Safety; we may certainly reſt at 
preſent without any immediate Fear for Liberty, if not, it is 
difficult to comprehend how our Anceſtors, who fell ſo ſhort of 
us, as we have ſhewn in this reſpect, preſerved their own, ot 
delivered any down to us. — From the Sketch, that has been 
offered of the laſt Place-Bill, we ſee that we ſhall obtain in five 
Years, and perhaps much ſooner, a great additional Security. 
If there be Truth in the Suggeſtions of the Faction, that every 
Member of Parliament poſſeſſed of an Employment, is byaſſed 
by it, and would act differently if he had it not, however falſely 
they have repreſented that Bill, it will make a mighty Difference 
in our future Parliaments. Though this ſhort Period may be 
thought long, by the Members of a Faction, to wait for a Turn 
of Affairs, that may bring them into Office, it cannot be thought 
long, by any honeſt and diſintereſted Man, to wait for the 
nefit of this Conſtitutional Alteration Such a Man will conſi- 
der, that Exceſs in Regulations of this kind, brings equal Dan- 
ger on the one hand, as Imperfection might in Time produce 
upon the other.—Such a Man would be unwilling to act preci- 
pitately in a Matter of this Moment, would proceed by De- 
grees, would deſire to experience the Effect of every one Law 
of this Nature, before he ventured to promote another—Such 
a Man will attach himſelf neither to the Regal nor to the Po- 
pular Power. —He will fix his Attention ſolely to maintain the 
true Ballance of this Government.—He will be neither moved 
by Diſappointments from the Crown, nor by Abuſes from the 
People. He will act reſolutely with either, when they are 
right, He will oppeſe beth vigorouſly, in their Turns, when 
they are wrong. — His ſole View in Power, or out of Power, 
will be the Good of his Country,— His Study will be, to ſup- 
port the Crown, without flattering the Prince — And he will 
conſider more the real Service of the People, than their giddy 
Approbation.—He will neither be fettered by general Maxims, 
nor tied to any Utopian Syſtem, but will be governed by Times 
and Circumſtances, of which he will endeavour faithfully to 
make the beſt Advantage for the Publick, —-Such a Man is a 


a Tacit. Hiſt. Lib. 4- | 
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fame Faction, and by the Tendency of every Point with which 
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true Patriot, whoſe Fate it will ſometimes be, to appear in the 
vulgar Apprehenſion unſteady, when he is moſt conſtant, and 
inconſiſtent when he is moſt conſiſtent. This muſt often be the 
Caſe in thoſe Countries, where Characters are won or loſt by 
Party rather thin by Principle : And ſuch is undoubtedly the 
Caſe of this Country in which we live. 

It is now time to think of drawing towards a Concluſion of 
this Paper, which has ſwelled to a greater Size than is common 
in Works of this kind, but which the Nature of the Thing, 
and the great Field of Matter I have been obliged to travel 
thro*, have rendered unavoidable. Many Suggeſtions and falla- 
cious Reaſonings have been paſſed upon the Publick in theſe 
confuſed Times, of which even yet I have taken no Notice. — 
But I have obſerved upon thoſe of moſt Importance, and it 
would be not only endleſs, but abſurd, to attempt an Anſwer to 
many of theſe Points, upon which the ſimple Part of the People 
have been lately entertained. —Perhaps I have rather gone too 
far in this Attempt already in ſome Reſpects; for it is very ob- 
vious, that the greater Part of the Arguments employed by the 
Fattion againſt whom I write,' are of a Nature, which renders 
them of all others the moſt unanſwerable,—they have the Pro- 
perty which a great Author aſcribes to Nonſenſe, — Nonſenſe, 
ſays he, flands upon its own Baſis, like a Roch of Adamant,—there 
ts no Place about it weaker than another ,—the Major and the Minor 
are of equal Strength, — its Queſtions admit of no Reply, and its 
Aſſertions are not to be invalidated; if it affirms any thing, you 
cannot lay hold of it ; or if it denies, you cannot confute it 11 
a Ward, there are greater Intricacies in an elaborate and well- 


toritien Piece of Nonſenſe, than in the m iy re Tratt of School 
Divinity. Such are the Productions of the Faction of this Time; 


and the ſame Author obſerves, that of this Nature have always 
been the Productions of the ſame Men; nor can we form by 
any more unerring Rule our firſt Suſpicions of the Nature of 
any Faction in this Country; a Facobite Faction, or a Tory Party 
(which, as we have fully ſhewn before, is by unavoidable Fa- 
tality always led by Jacobites, whether they know it or not) 
eternally hath, doth, will, and muſt fight in Entrenchments 
of this kind. | 1 

But the preſent Faction, from hence at firſt naturally ſuſpected, 
has at length been fully detected, by all their Endeavours to pre- 
ſerve France, to ſacrifice the Houſe of Au/tria, and to poiſon 
the Principles of the People to the Proteftant Succeſſion, and to 
the Family now upon the Throne, by the Arts uſed to inflame 
the People, which have been the ſame that were ever uſed by the 


they 
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they goad the People on to Diſcontent and Diſſatisfaction; which 
Points incontrovertibly appear, when viewed in a true Light, 
to conſiſt in theſe; three Heads; 1. The Deftruction of the Whigs, 
and the Elevation of the Tories; 2. The Expulſion of the preſent 
Royal Family ; 3. The Change of the Conſtitutim 7 this Kingdom. 
As this is undeniably evinced by the Deductiom of their Conduct, 
and the Examination of their Principles, and the Evidence of the 
Fatts contained in the preceding Pages, every Man of Honeſty 
will think me warranted in this Undertaking to maintain, and; 
every Man of Senſe will know, that I have ſufficiently main»; * 
tained, that Propoſition, which J laid down in the Beginning; 
of theſe Papers, as my principal Point to prove, viz. That the 
Oppoſition of this Time is not an Oppoſition, but a Faction; and 
that of the moft dangerous kind to this Nation. 

And now the Heads of the Faction for their laſt Reſource 
will ſeek to ſhelter, and will throw themſelves among that 


| 8 Herd, whom they for a while have led, but they will 


nd no Protection there, they are ſingled out; the Reſt will 


ſee whom we have marked, will ſeparate, and retire from the 


Society of thoſe, with whom they can aſſociate themſelves no 
longer, without the utmoſt Danger. 
Wie make no Doubt, that they will labour to revive the falſe 
Opiniop, that the Principles of their Faction are not to be ap- 
prehended ; it is the conſtant publick Topic of Diſcourſe with 
y acobiter that there is not a Jacobite in England. But they 
ave opened themſelves too far, their Views have been too gla- 
ring, they have unmaſked too ſoon, and it avails nothing for 
a Man to deny the Name, while he purſues the Thing; it will 
be hard to convince a rational Being, that a Party, driving at 
this furious Rate, as we have ſeen, in ſuch a Road, can have any 
other View; were it for Preferment and Employments only, 
it is a villainous Purſuit, when followed by theſe Means, and 
without enquiring who are the Men, how many, that are ac- 
tuated by the fr, or that concur on Account of the ſecond 
View, it is fully ſufficient for the Publick, that the Conduct 
of the Faction manifeſtly leads to this fatal End. 
But at the ſame Time that we ſay this juſtly of the general 
Tendency of the preſent Oppoſition, it would be highly unjuſt 
to make no Diſtinction, or to charge the Bulk of thoſe Indivi- 
duals, of which this Faction has been hitherto compoſed, with 
the ſame Principles We do it not; we are very ſenſible that 
different Motives of Diſcontent, and even of miſtaken Honeſty, 
have certainly drawn in many well-meaning Men to aſſociate 
with them. Yet I muſt freely ſay thus much even of theſę, and 
of all who are concerned with them, that though they may 
1 | 2 eſcape 
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eſcape the Depth of Cenſure, which is due to thoſe by whom 
they are thus pitifully led, they are not wholly free from Blame, 
in tampering with — Fm without taking any Pains to 
inform themſelves; and ſome of them are undoubtedly guilty of 


a Crime, not fo eaſily excuſed, viz. that of reſigning their 


Judgments to other Men (as it is too much the Caſe of all Par- 
ties) with a View, one Time or other, to promote or advance 
their private Intereſts by it. The Corruption is equal, to aban- 
don the Will to the Preſpect of Advantage, as to the Poſſeſſion 
of it; and it is conſequently as wicked to oppoſe for the Expecta- 
tion (though more popularly wicked) as to ſupport Government 
for the preſent Profit of 1 — God and themſelves 
only know how many of the Faction are culpable in this. — But 
let them weigh it well, and whether the Danger to the Publick 
is not equal in both Caſes.— Others there are, who, from want 
of Courage to ſtand againſt unjuſt Calumny, are dragged along, 
againſt their Wills, by the Fury of their Party, — of theſe no 
better can be ſaid, than that they are Cowards, and do not de- 
ferve the Name of Men. — There is yet another Claſs, whoſe 
Intereſt in their Counties and their Boroughs, compel them to 
fatter the heated Imaginations, corrupt Principles, or fluctuating 
Humours of thoſe they repreſent ; but this, if duly conſidęred, 
is as great Corruption as the reſt, and the Bottom of it is no- 
thing better than unwarrantable Vanity, or a Preference of their 
own private Intereſt to that of the Commonwealth. And there 
is yet a fourth Set of Men, who by their Pride and Reſentments 
to the Crown, or to the Adminiſtration, for that want of De- 
ference and Reſpect, which cannot be extended to all who de- 
ſerve it, and is often expected by thoſe who deſerve it not, are 
driven into this Extravagance.—T hough this is indeed that Evil 
to which generous Spirits are the moſt expoſed, yet no conſide- 
rate Man can think, that this,- or any Motive in the World, 
can be a ſufficient Excuſe for any one to concur in the Deſtruc- 
tion of his Country. 

If the Bulk of thoſe who now aſſociate with this Faction re- 
flect carefully upon theſe Things, and if. all under theſe diffe- 
rent Circumſtances, edify. as they ought to do by theſe Reflec- 
tions, I may venture to affirm, that it will, in a ſhort Time, 
make that Figure, which it is the Wiſh of every honeſt Man 
to ſee it make, Leaving therefore theſe Gentlemen to their 


own Reflections, I ſhall now ſum up what I have chiefly en- 


deavoured to inculcate in the preceding Pages, in a few Conſi- 

derations, which I ſubmit to the general Maſs of Men. 
1. Whether the Avowal of Principles, and the Purſuit of a 
Conduct directly tending to ſerve, fave, and aggrandize, and 
; to 
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to divert the Attention of the People from the Danger of their 
Eternal and Implacable Enemy the French, obſtructing all 


Means for the Support, and giving up the Balance, of Power, 


under Pretences either of Inability, Inutility, on any . Plea 
whatever, labouring to deſtroy the Faith of our Treaties, and 
contending for the Deſertion of our Allies, ſuggeſting an abſurd, 
infamous and evidently diſproved Propoſition, that we fight only 
for the Service of a Foreign Territory, endeavouring to preju- 
dice the People againſt the //higs, and to poiſon the whoic At+ 
fections of the Nation to their preſent Prince, and to the Pro- 
teflant Succeſſion, was not the dire& ConduR, in all its Parts, 
of a Facobite Faction, under the deluſive Title of a Tory Party, 
in the Reigns of King William and Queen Anne? | 
2, Let them conſider, to what Point they were hurried by 

that Faction. Whether it did not end in the Preſervation of 
France, whom nothing elſe could have then faved, and in the 
Confuſion of their own Country, which nothing leſs than the 
Providence of God could have afterwards preſerved? Whether 
the Fruits of the Blood of 200,000 Men, and of 70 Millions of 
Money ſpent in that late long War, were not caſt away by this 
Conduct of that Faction? Whether the Reſtoration of France, 
has not created 30 Millions of unneceſſary Expence ſince that 
Time, a Rebellion which coſt a Million in the next Reign, the 
Neceſſity of double the Army in I imes of Peace, that we ſhould 
otherwiſe have had Occaſion to maintain, and the vaſt Expences 
we muſt now - incur anew, to reduce within due Bounds the 
exorbitant Power of the Houſe of Bourbon? | 

Whether there be any other Way to learn the Principles 
of Men, than by comparing their former with their preſent 
Conduct, or to judge of the future Effects of their preſent, but 
by the paſt Conſequences of their former Coduct? Whether 

very individual Methods are not now purſued by the preſent 
Oppoſition, that were purſued by the Facobite Fattion of that 
Time? Whether therefore any Man who can reaſon at all, can 
conclude the preſent Oppoſition (whatever Pretences it may 
uſe, or whatever Title it may bear) to be any other than a di- 
rect and apparent Faction of the ſame Kind? 
4. Whether the ſame Tree muſt not, by all the Laws of 
Nature, conſtantly produce the ſame Fruit; the like Cauſes, 
the like Effects; and then what muſt be the Fruit and the Ef- 
fect of the Meaſures of the preſent Faction? 

5. Let the Tories in particular (I ſpeak not to thoſe Faco- 
bites who aſſume the Name, but to thoſe who are really no 
more than honeſt and well-meaning Men, and ſuch in general 
they are, who have inherited that Appellation * their 
| arents 
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Parents were ſuch, or becauſe of their Intereſts in their Corpora- 
tions, or the Company they keep) let theſe, I ſay, confider, whe- 
ther they ever got 8 by joining with a Jacobite Faction, 
but Miſery to their Country, and Shame to themſelves? Whe⸗ 
ther they were ever led by a Facobite Faction, but that they be- 
came their Dupes? Whether they were ever engaged with a 
Facobite Faction, but they were brought to repent, and forced 
to recant at laſt? Whether they ever knew their Men, or ſaw 
their Danger, till it was almoſt too late to repent, and uſeleſs to 
recant? Whether they have not ever been carried away by 
Names inſtead of Things? And whether the Cry about Hanover 
now, is not what the Gty about the Church was formerly, raiſed 
and fomented with as little Reaſon, and 5 the ſame vile Pur- 
poſe? Whether they have not too much Honeſty to ſupport an 
Alliance with a Facobits Faction, to its End and Tue? Lat them 
reflect, whether by acting as they now do, they put it not out of 
the Power of their beſt intentioned Friends to aboliſh thoſe un- 


happy Party- Diſtinctions, which every well-meaning Man fin- 


cerely wiſhes to deſtroy? and which he will ſincerely labour to 
deſtroy (whenever their Moderation can make it ſafe or poſſible) 
by a juſt and equal Advancement of Merit, where ever it is 
found in Individuals among them ? But let them confider fairly, 
how apt they have been on all Occaſions to affociate with, and 
to be guided by, Men of worſe Principles, and for this Reaſon, 
whether they can expect it, while they unite with thefe Men, 
and while they claim it as Party, which is their preſent Caſe. 

6. Let the few Republicans, and Whizs, whoſe Heat, Paſſions 
and Diſappointments have /eeled them into the Temper of Re- 


 publicans, conſider, whether a Republican, and ſuch a hig, when 


in Alliance with a Facobite Faction, is any thing elſe, or better, 
than the Fackall to the Lyon, with whom he is, for a Time, al- 


lowed the Honour to hunt, but with whom be will never be 


permitted to divide the Prey; Let them analyſe that Philter, 
they have taken to ſtimulate this unnatural Affection, and re- 
fle& that ſuch a Copulation can engender nothing but a Mon- 
Qual Portentum negus Militaris | 
| Dauni in latis allt Efcileti j; 

Nec Tube Tellus gene fat. Hor. 
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7 Let the honeſt I/hizs conſider, how often their Fitmne( 
an 


good Senſe have ſaved their Country, and Whether any 
thing but Union among themſelves can do it now? Whether 


particular Points, though moſt undeniably ſuited to the D 


Principle, ought to be purſuod, nay may not even — 
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be for a Time oppoſed by Whigs, in a Conjuncture, when by a 
Chain of Circumſtances, that Purſuit would not be only vain 
in itſelf, but tend to deſtroy the Whig Interesff Whether the 
Support of that ought not to be the primary Conſideration ? 
And whether the gaining a few popular Laws (were this even 
certainly the Caſe) at the Expence of that, would he for the 


Benefit of this Country? Whether the popular Laws we now 


have, or thoſe we might perhaps acquire, could be long pre- 

ſerved after the Ruin of that Intereſt? Whether therefore it is 
not below the Underſtanding of a hi, to drop the Sub/tance 

in this manner for the Shadow ? Whether for this Reaſon it is 

not more prudent to content ourſelves awhile with what we 
have already, and to wait a ſafer Opportunity to exert ourſelves 
for the farther Improvement of our Conſtitution ? Whether we 
ſhould not make a fooliſh Bargain for our Country, if while we 
were hunting after ſome ſeemingly convenient, but yet (after 
all) precarious Advantages at home, we ſhould ſuffer a Foreign 
Power inſenſibly to become our Mafter ? Or while we were too 

paſſionately engaged in puſhing for the farther Advancement of 
our Liberty, we ſhould raſhly throw our Government into the 
Hands of a Family, who muſt in all Probability deſtroy it, or 
gradually wreſt out of that Line, which is demonſtrably moſt 
likely to preſerve it Whether therefore it is not our Buſineſs, 
in our preſent Situation, to ſettle and conſolidate our Govern- 

ment, which has been not alittle ſhaken in the "Tempeſt of the 
late Times, than (before that is done) to run any new Riſque, 
in attempting to be better than well. 

8. Let the Publick conſider fairly, whether every one of thoſe 
Points, upon which they have been of late ſo furiouſly inflam- 
ed, are not wilfully and wickedly miſrepreſented, and already 
proved, by the Event, to be notoriouſly falſe in every Inſtance ? 
As to the Refuſal of the Hzſſians to march,--the Inability of 
the Hanwerians to act, — the Acceſſion of the Dutch—the Infi- 
delity of the King of Sardinia, the unjuſt Reflections on the 
King, as not intending to aſſiſt in his Electoral Capacity, the 
Vote of the King of Pruſſia, the Impoſſibility of ſaving the 
Queen of Hungary, and of reſiſting France ;—let them reflect, 
to what we ſhould have been reduced, it we had followed the 
Advice of the Faction, and then reſolve, whether they can fol- 
low them any longer, without Ignominy to themſelves, and 
Deſtruction to their Country? | 

9. Let the Popular Intereſt conſider, as to all their Popular 
Purſuits, what was their Original View in Oppoſition ? with 
what they would have been contented, and for what they would 
have willingly compounded a little Time ago? And if their Ex- 

pectations 
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| 246202608 are to >, "tel with their Succeſs, how they can ever 
be contended? Whether they have not got the End? and i 
they have, whether it is not F olly to purſue the Means ? Whe- 
ther if the Power of the Crown, and of the Lords, were greatly 
leſs, the Commons could be long without engroſſing all? Let 
them examine, whether it is not their Nature, and that of every 
People, td riſe in their Demands for Power, as they encreaſe in 
it? Whether, if they had as much more, as ſome very honeſt- 
ly, though very inconſiderately, contend for, they could curb 
this Nature in themſelves ? and whether if they had ſo much 
and could not curb it, the whole Legiſlature could prevent 
their having all? Whether their having all would be truly for 
their Advantage ? Whether in any one Period of our Govern- 
ment they had half ſo much ? And finally (if they can be im- 
partial and reaſon fairly) whether it is not evident, that their 
reſent Views and Diſcontents are not, in ſome meaſure, ow- 
ing to what they have already? Whether thoſe Gentlemen, 
who quitted the late Oppoſition, at the Time they did it, in- 
ſtead of deſerting, have not ſaved their Country? Whether 
they have not acted the Part of a tender Phyſician to a ſick Pa- 
tient? Whether, if they have deceived the People, (as it is call'd) 
they have not done it, becauſe there was no other way to bring 
them to do that which was neceſſary for their Health? And 
whether the People are not as unjuſt to theſe Men, after what 
has been done by their Means, as the Patient would be, who 
after he was cured of a dangerous Diſeaſe, ſhould quarrel with 
his Phyſician, for having given him too good an Opinion of 
his Medicine, during the Time of his Diſtemper, or abuſe him 
for deſiſting afterwards to preſcribe the farther Uſe of it for his 

daily Food. {fed 
10. Let them then conſider how they can anſwer, either to 
God or to their Country, that wicked and cruel Treatment 
they have given to thoſe true Patriots, who have ſtood their 
Ground, with equal Steadineſs, againſt the late Miniſter, and 
the preſent tempeſtuous Faction; and how they can ever make 
theſe Men amends, for the Inſults they have received, for the 
Loſs of their Intereſts in their Reſpective Countries, and the 
Foundation they have laid of the future Difficulties they muſt 
infallibly hereafter undergo, by the Revival of a Faclin, 
which, when once raiſed, will never fail to proſecute and in- 


feſt all honeſt Men ? Or what Retaliation is it in their Power 


to give to thoſe, who by popular Credulity, Folly, Paſſion and 
Intemperance, have endured that Load of Infamy and Malice, 
which has been caſt upon them with ſuch unparalleled In- 
Juſtice, and which a worthy Man would have ſooner * 
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ted to Neath, than have ſuffered an Hour, if the Safety of his 
Country and every Thing, that was near, dear and valuable 
to it, had not depended upon this Sacrifice ? | 
11. Let the People conſider, (and they will conſider it, if 
they have any Remorſe in the Compoſition of their Souls) how 
they ought to bluſh at the baſe Encouragement they have given 
to the perſonal Abuſe of his Majeſty ; who inſtead of liſtning to 
the indien Offers of France, as ſome other great Electors of 
the Empire have done, and inſtead of projecting any Advantage 
to his Foreign Dom ĩinions, which he might have greatly encrea- 
ſed out of the Spoil of the Houſe of Auſtria, if he would have 
baſely concurred to its Deſtruction; and which, (notwithſtand- 
ing all the impudent Aſſertions of the Faction, there is no 
Proſpect of his being able to encreaſe any other way, hath put 
himſelf to a very great Expence, from the very Commence- 
ment of the preſent Conſuſions of Europe, and expoſed thoſe 
Dominions to the utmoſt Hazard with no other View, but to 
maintain the Cauſe of Juſtice, the Balance of Power, and the 
Intereſt of Great Britain. Let them examine themſelves. Let 
them examine the Situation of his Countries, the Power, Views, 
Titles and Intereſts of all his Neighbours; and let them point 
out one ſingle Spot of Ground, that it is poſſible for him, in 
the Nature of Things, to acquire in addition to his Electoral 
Dominions, by. the Iſſue of this Conteſt. —And let them after- 
wards refleft how ſcandalous beyond all Meaſure, it has been to 
convert that very Hazard, and the Difficulties into which he and 
his Electorate have been lately brought, by his Attachment to 
the ſole Intereſt of this Country, into the wicked Pretence, that 
his Tenderneſs to thoſe Dominions, which he ſo freely ventur- 
ed, has been the Cauſe of the War, and the Motive of his gene- 
rous Conduct. Let them examine themſelves, how ungratefully 
and wickedly they have concurred, upon Grounds ſo utterly 
falſe, to alienate the Affection of the Nation, from the Per- 
fon and Family of a Prince, who has ſacrificed every pri- 
vate Intereſt to the Intereſts of Great Britain, —who has ſup- 
ported his Ally with that Steadineſs, Sincerity, and good Faith, 
which would have rendered a private Man an Ornament to the 
Society in which he lived, —who, in this Juſt, and Neceſſa 
Cauſe, has expoſed his Perſon to the Dangers of War, as — 5 
as the meaneſt private Soldier in his Armies, - and is now at 
the Head of his Troops, in a Foreign Country, animating the 
Courage of the Britiſb Nation, and reſtoring the Antient Glory 
of the Royal Race of Plantagenets, from which he is deſcended, 
the braveſt Line of Princes that ever ſat upon the Throne of 
any Nation. Ferns 
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12. Let them reflect upon their Ingratitude to Providence, 
and their more than 7ewyh Obſtinacy, and Hardneſs of Heart, 
in the Inſenſibility ſhewn by ſo many upon the great Delive- 
rance they have lately had, in their Eſcape from the imminent 
Dangers threatned to the Liberties of the whole World, and 
in the late miraculous Turn that has appeared in our Favour 
fince the late Change of the Adminiſtration. | 
13. Let them conſider, that if we improve theſe Advanta 
as we ought, we have now a Confederacy formed (with farther 
Proſpects of additional Aid) conſiſting of above 300,000 of the 
beſt Troops in Europe; that we come freſh into the Quarrel ; 
that France, by the entire Ruin of the Emperor, is left with- 
out Allies, reduced, by a Series of ill Succeſs, and unfortunate 
Events, to the loweſt Degree. And that therefore, if we follow 
the Blow, we have the faireft Expectation, not only to get out 
of the Difficulties, which we had lately ſo much Reafon to think 
would prove our Ruin, but to reduce that enormousPower within 
due Limits for a long Time to come, and that nothing but our 
oven Impatience, and the deluſive Practices of a Jacobite Fac- 
tion, can hinder us now, from what they prevented once before 
by the ſame individual Arts, in a parallel ConjunQure.—In a 
word, let any Man lay his, Hand upon his Heart, and ſay whe- 
ther he thinks we are never to expect, or can always avoid a 
War with France? And when he has anfwered (for who can 
honeftly or rationally anfwer otherwiſe) that the Growth and 
Ambition of that Power, her Breach of 'Freaties, our Rival- 
ſhip in Trade, the natural Antipathy and Jealouſies of the two 
Nations, muſt bring it unavoidably upon us in a ſhort Time, 
though we ſhould decline it for the prefent ; let him then ſay, 
whether there can be any Senſe left in the People of England, 
if they are not earneſtly deſirous to enter into it, and to puſh it 
with the utmoſt Vigour now? When we can do it with fo ma- 
nifeſt Advantage? When we ſtand in a Situation, in which we 
can hardly hopeever to find ourſelves again ? At which wecould 
not flatter ourſelves to arrive hereafter, even in three Cam- 
paigns, attended with the moſt miraculous Succeſs ?—And in 
fine, as to the Method of the War, whether any thing is more 
chimerical than the.modern Fancy, of engaging with France, by 
our Maritime Force only? Whether the Trade of England 
would not fuffer, during the Continuance of ſuch a War, as 
much, if not more, than the Trade of France — Whether 
France has not greater Reſources without Trade, or during a 
Suſpenſion of Trade,” than England ? Whether therefore any 
Diſtreſs that we might create to France by ſuch a War, would 
be more than temporary, or could be ſufficient to bring it 3 . 
« afe 
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fafe or ſound Conclufion ? Whether we can imagine effectually 
or durably to reduce her, or to ſecure ourſelves for any long 
Continuance againſt her Power, by any other means, than by 
3 of her 1 Provinces, and preventing 
15 


any farther Encreaſe of her 


inions upon the Contine 


- "Whether this can be done otherwiſe, than by joining with her 


Enemies and eur Allies in a Land War? And if this cannot be 
doneotherwiſe (whatever may be the Expence or Inconvenience 
of ſuch an Undertaking) whether it is not Madneſs, or ſome- 
thing worſe, to oppoſe its being undertaken. a 
Should theſe Conſiderations have no Effect upon the Publick, 
we are a Nation doom'd and devoted to Deſtruction: Our Go- 
vernment will be overturned by falſe, captivating and deceitful 
Maxims; our Conſtitution overwhelmed and buried in the Ruins 
of Faction. What Fabrick the Enemies of this Country may 
rebuild, is neither yet known to themſelves or me; nor when 
this happy Form of Government, the venerable Work of ſo 
many Ages ſhall be no more: Will it be much worth the while 
of any Man among us to regard? Inſtead therefore of foment- 
ing every Subject of Uneaſineſs, ungratefully repining at every 
Blefling and Advantage, which we fo viſibly and abundant] 
enjoy, above all other Kingdoms of this habitable Earth, let 
us turn our Thoughts upon that immenſe Wealth, Power and 
Dominion, which is ſtill in the Train of Great Augmentation 
upon that Conſtitutional Security, however wickedly miſrepre- 
ſented, which we ſtill, in a high degree, enjoy at home, and 
the Terror, which upon all juſt Occaſions, we are able to ſtrike 
through Foreign Nations. Inſtead of dwelling upon improba- 
ble and diſtant Dangers, which certainly never were ſo far re- 
moved from us, as at this very Time, let us reflect upon our 
uncommon, and almoſt unprecedented Happineſs. Inſtead of 
alarming our Minds, and heating our Imaginations with the 
Stories of Evils that have attended the Loſs of Liberty in other 
Countries, in which, during the Courſe of the late Oppoſition, 
we have been fufficiently inſtructed, Jet us for a while apply 
ourſelves to a Study more neceſſary at this Time, that of 
tracing the true Cauſes, which have brought this Loſs of Liber- 
ty, and thoſe Evils which attend it, upon Every People, who 
once were, and are now no longer free, If we do this, we ſhall- 
learn, that perfect Liberty and immenſe Riches, with its conſtant 
Attendants, Licentiouſneſs, Luxury, an unbounded Thirſt after 
Wealth, a Want of Morals, and an Impatience of all Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline, fomented by the Factions of private 
Men, for their own private Ambition, cloaked under publick 


Pr etences, have ripened and brought to Maturity all theſe Miſ- 


Chiefs 


( 250 ) 

Chiefs in the World. Let us therefore, conſcious of our Proſ- 
ity, and ſenſible of the Dangers to which we naturally ſtand 
by: that very Proſperity expoſed, fly the deluſive Arts of factious 
Men. who now endeavour to avail themſelves of theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, and practiſe 3 us in the Manner they have ever 
done in all former Ages: evertant Libertatem præ- 
* cum per verterent ipſam aggrediuntur. Ceterum Libertas 
a nomina pretrxumur. Nec quiſquam. atienum ſervitium, 
4 dominationem ſibi concupivit, ut non eadem 2 vocabula 4 

ret. Tacit. Hiſt, Lib. 4. 
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HE UNIVERSAL HISTORY, in Eight Vol 

Folio, being ſome Time in the Preſs, r N Part of 
the Work printed off, and moſt of the Copper-Plates engraved, 
which may be ſeen at the Printer's hereof,we requeſt the Favour of 
thoſe who have ſubſcribed for it, to be expeditious in ing their 
finſt Subſcription of Four Guineas into the Bank of Meff. Swift 
and Company in Caftle-ftreet, or the Printer hereof, otherwiſe 
ay. will ole the Benefit of Subſcribers, and other Perſons taken 
in their Room. 


Several Noblemen and Gentlemen, who live in the Country 
being defirous to know the Defign and Meaning of this great and 
uſeful Work, we ſhall give it in the Words of the Authors, viz. 

ö We begin with accounting, in the beſt Manner we can, for 
„the Name or Names which each Nation bears; then we pro- 
** ceed to a Delcription of the Cn containing an Account 
* of its Situation, Extent, Climate, Diviſions, Fertility; of its 
animal and vegetable Productions; of the natural and artihcial 
* Curioſities it contains; of its Cities, Rivers, Mountains, Lakes, 
* and whatever elle worthy of Notice is to be found in each 
** Province, Next we enquire into the 1 and Antiquity 
of the Inhabitants ; conlider their Laws, Government, Reli- 
gion, Cuſtoms, Inſtitutions, Language, Commerce, Learning, 
* rade, Navigation; and alſo en eavour, as far as fo intricate 
* Subject will allow, to ſettle the Chronology of each Nation. 
** Laſtly, we deliver the Series and Hiſtory of their Ki 
* which comprizes the Wars, Treaties, Revolutions, and all the 
«« moſt remarkable Events of each Country. — Thus we may ſay, - 
without Vanity or Oftentation, that no Hiſtory has hitherto 
% appeared in any Language, which can with more Juſtice chal- 
«« lenge the Title of an Univer/a/ Hiſtory than the preſent, fince 
it comprizes not only the Hittory ot ail Nations and Countries 
* but of all Religions and religious Ceremonies, of all Arts a 
Sciences, of the Laws that have been any where obſerved, of 
Trade and . and, in ſhort, of whatever has 
invented for the Uſe and Convenience of human Race.” 
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